


| understand,
it's been along
time. | know this
is sudden.

I... | shouldm't
have expected things
to go back to the way

they were...

R-really?
You mean it?

Oh, thank you,
Keith! That's all I've
ever wanted to hear.

Laura, I've
reconsidered!

| don't need more
time! | want us to be

together again.

You want us-7
B-but what about
your peaple?

| wish this was
how it happened.

It doesn't matter
anymore! | don't need to
stay here. All | want is

to return with you!




Having trouble
sleeping, Keith?

Keith, | am sarry
about what happened
to your fiance.

| know Laura meant a
lot to you. | remember the way
your eyes lit up when | informed
you she was on the island.

She must have

been very special.

You? What are
you doing here?
/ How did you get

"\/

»

on the ship?

You don't think the king
would send you away without
an escort, did you?

| am here to assist you.
From now on, | shall
act as your advisor and
manservant, as the
need arises.

¥ L Oh... figures they
wouldn't trust me to
be on my own.

It's not like that at all.
Think of me as recompense for
your prior banishment.




One sec...
! almost... there!

Alright, Mike,
you're up next! Just
give me your...

Your wrist and
then... I'll...

Um, | could
put them back on
if you'd like...

MNo, no, it's
fine, The moment
has passed.

N/ You're free!
=l How does it feel

l... 1 don't
know how to feel yet.
Is this really it? Just

like that, I'm free?

Well, there are still a few
things Trace and Eric have to work
out, but basically, yeah!

You could
take those off this
whole time?!

Oh, well... yeah,
sure. | mean, they
were really loose.

Well why didn't
you do that before?
| wasn't
) supposed to.




Oh, Natani.

Right, sorry. |
was... nevermind.

Whatever!
Just hurry up and
shut the door!

Well, let's get -
this over with, | need |
something to wear.

Okay, fine then.
We'll get started.

Put that down and
lift your arms out.

Huh? W-why?
I'd rather just stay
right over here, if

you don't mind.




| need to know
your measurements
before | can make a
robe for you.

" It's not going to
fit right unless | take
measurements!

Well, | don't care
if it doesn't fit well! |-

|-I don't think I'm
comfortable getting
“measured.”

C-can't you
just guess? Does

it really matter?
\
NN

Oh just take
the damn thing
off already!!!

... I'm so
sorry, Natani.

| don't

know where that

came from.




Ch, | didn't
realize... that's
a shame.

Well, | think
you'll notice a
difference.

This will only
take a minute.

You've never had
clothes made for you
before, have you?

Mo, Can't
say | have.

Most of my clothes
were handed down
from my brother.

What's it like
out there? You know,
in the wild.

B A ask you something,
Natani?

If you
have to.
| mean... what
is it like to be a...
a real Keidran?




I haven't exactly lead _Ngh...It's not a
what you would call a... time 1 think about.
typical Keidran life. Look, just be quiet
and hurry up with my
clothes already!

I'm probably not the
best person to ask.

The wild is not a place
a domesticated Keidran
like you could survive.

I'm sorry,
| didn't realize...
| mean, |...

I've been trying to

help you and you've been

nothing but mean to me!

But | don't have to
take orders from you, or
anyone else now!

7 If this is how you're going
to treat me then you can walk
around naked for all | care!

W e

Really? Why,
what happened
to you?

You know
what? No. ... I'm
kinda not sorry!

In fact... |
think I'm not
sorry at all!

Mo, wait, Stop, please!
come back!

I'm sorry. I'm still
kinda freaked out about
this whole... uh... gender
curse... but you're right.

| took it out on you.

If you help me, I'll
tell you about Keidran
life. | promise!




Alright, alright. 2 Well, | have all
B the measurements

I'm sorry, too.
Lt | need for now.

I'll start working on
your clothes tomorrow
and let you know when

they're done.

| guess we're
baoth a little stressed
out tonight.

Tomorrow?!

| can't wait
that long!

Huh? You didn't Butl can’t go
expect me to finish it around like this! How
tonight, did you? am | supposed to get
back to my room?
It's already late.
| need to sleep.




Are you sure there
isn’t anything | can do

for you, General? | told you, | don't need

anything from you. I'm just
going for a drink.

Oh! | can fix
drinks for you!

Just tell me
what you like, and
| can make it!

i

Hey! Good to
see you up and
about again!

We were
getling worried.

Um... who were
you talking to?

Nol | am perfectly
capable of getting a
drink for myself.

| have no need for
a servant, | just want
to be left alone!




Er... nevermind.

What are you
up to?

Oh, well... ever since
the island, Flora's been acting
kinda... distant with me.

She's been going to bed
early each night and hasn't
undressed with me around

in the last few days.

| guess what happened N\ ? But I've decided to
at the tower - my... recent \ ] turn over a new leaf!
outburst - scared her.

I'm going to show her
that | care, and | thought I'd
start with breakfast in bed.

So I'm down here trying
ta learn how to cook!

Unfortunately... either
my cooking skills were lost with
the rest of my memories...

: Or | never had
| don't know. any to begin with.




So, how are you
feeling, Keith?

My eyelid was split
open, but the eye itself is
okay. Right now it's swollen

shut, but it should heal.

My ear's damage is
mostly superficial, though
It'l probably be left with a

permanent crook.

Well, that's ' Okay! |
good, at least. 4 understand. By the way,
your food is on

Listen, if you ever fire again.

want to talk about... you
know, what happened...

| said If you really
I'm fine. want, | could just
cook it for you.

Mo, nol |EDPFECFETE
the offer, but | want this
to come from me.

Well, at least let me
give you some advice.

In case you forgot, Flora's a
carnivorous tiger. | don’t think
you need to worry too much
about cooking the steak.




Phew! Back
safe and sound.

What a mess. | hope
that girl gets those robes
finished by tomorrow.

| don’t care what
they look like, so long
as I'm covered.

...| wender what
Keith will think of
y new robes?

Listen, the group
I'm tracking finallly set
camp for the night.

But | want to have
every advantage, so
I'd like you... to...

SIGH=

How did you

manage to lose your
clothes this time?

| think this is
my best chance!

| don't know!

This just seems to
keep happening!




Ah, | see what
happened now.

You're lucky
that lie worked a
second time.

Yeah, well,
the slaves aren't
all that bright.

Right, like | said,
the group stopped
for the night.

Still, it's been a long time
since I've done a solo mission.
I'd feel better with you watching

my back, so to speak.

| know that it's
uncomfortable, but
if you could...

| don't know... you
should be careful with
that spotted one.

| think she could
be more clever than
she lets on.

If you say so.
Anyway, what did
you need?

They don't have
their guard up.

In fact, they've
spent most of the
day arguing.

Of course,
Brother.

I've opened my
mind fully to yours.
We are now one.




| can't believe we
had to sell our dresses
for these supplies.
| feel like
I'm wearing a
burlap sack!

Well, why didn't you
sell that sword of yours?

I'm sure that
would have fetched
far more coin.

Hey, we need
this sword!

But Sis, you
always said you
hated that tavern.

Well, yes, but it
was MY tavern! It was
our family's tavemn!

Our family name
is Taverndatter, for
crying out loud!

It's the best we
can do right now.

It wasn't as though
we had time to grab a
coin purse while running

for our lives.

These are
dangerous times,
especially in the

wildemess.

Who knows
what might be lurking
out there!

You saw what
happened to our
village!

Yes, | know...
| still can't believe
what happened.

The village... the
tavern! All gone.

Why, without the
tavern, all | am is...

Maren Datter!




Say, where
is Raine?

Raine? | think she went
to get some water back at
that river we crossed.

Erg... when
it comes to Raine,
that idiot thinks with
the wrong sword.

Hey, Karen,
have you got that
tent up yet?

What?! She
went alone?

Mo, of course not,
she left with Sythe.

That wolf is
with her? That's
even worsel
I'm going to
go make sure
she's safe.

Hey wait a minute!
What about our safety?

Karen? Come on,
you can't just sleep on top
of a half-finished tent!

sl&i... what am | going
to do with you guys?




Damn it,
where are they?

Erk!

Why would Or... or worsel

Raine go off alone Clothes...! What is
with him? that animal doing

with her?!

Doesn't she know
Keidran are dangerous?
He might hurt her!

Come on! You can do it,
0" Mighty Hunter

Sure, you may have
failed the last 27 times, but
28th time's the charm!




Hey! What's going
on over here?

We're trying to
get some fish!

But with a
blindfold, you'd

" 1 know
what | said,
Woman!

And you! What
| are you doing over
i here, anyway?

Alright, fine,
I will then!

Since we couldn’t
afford food in town, |
figured this was our best
chance for dinner.

Or it would be,

if Sythe could catch

any of them!

[-It's not my
fault! It's just...
too dark.

If it was day,
| could do this
blindfolded.

Why aren't
you guarding
the others?

Maren can take
care of herself.

But if you're so
concerned, maybe
you should go, and

I'll stay here. -

Hmph,
Keidran.

I tell ya, Raine,
you can’t trust
any of them.

They're not like
you or |. Deep down,
they're animals.




You saw what they
You don't did to our village.
really believe
that, do you? They were killing
an’' burning everything
in their path.

| know why you

: That's always the kind
don't like Sythe,

of experience I've had with

but all Keidran’? ) Keidran in my life.

...Not all Keidran
are like that.

Well | gquess | can't
speak for them all.

| just know I'll never
be able to trust anybody
with fur and a tail.

l-It's nothing!
Don't look!

You yelled at
nothing? Then why
can't | look?

It's just that...
My... um... my
top came off!

..Kinda wanna
look now.,




No, no, no...!
how can this be
happening?!

Oh no, not
the tail too...

| need to
get ahold of
myself!

Look, you're a beautiful woman,
and | was wondering if maybe once
we're no longer running for our lives,

you might want to... | dunno...

...go do something
together?

If | just calm down
and control my emotions,
| can change back.

As long as | keep my
emotions in check...

So, Raine, I've
been thinking.

| know this isn't the best
time for it, what with us being
on the run and all, but...

We've known each
other for a while now, and
| was waondering if...

Raine? Er... what
do you think?




NN

Did you
hear that?

Someone’s in
trouble. Come on,
Raine, | want you

close to me.

... I'll be

right behind 'Hang on,
you... | I'm coming!

Maren, what
happened? Come
on, wake up!

| knew you
couldn’t be W |'m not responsible

trusted! ' for this!

Keidran... it's
only a matter
of time!




Alright...

If it wasn't you,
than who?

Maren! Are
you okay? Who did
this to you?

You're the
only one with claws
around here.

Don't listen
o him...

| don't know, it
just wasn't me!

He did it! R v | knew it!

You son of

Came out of a bitch!

no where... tried
to kill me!

Maren! What

are you saying?! i Hey, leave my

mother out of this! _:

I'm going to do
what | should have done
from the start!




The shackle...
Oh no... not it's broken, and with
it... the suppression

amuzzle, tool
enchantment.

It's no use, | can't stop
it! There's nothing human
left of my body now.

Which means I... |
could be stuck like this!
What am | going to do?!

There's no way | can
hide it from them... and | can't
will myself to shift back with my
emotions like they are.

| don't even
know if | can shift
back when calm,

I guess... |
have no choice.

| knew |
couldn’t keep it
secret forever.

Maybe it's best
it comes out now,
before... regrets
are made.

Why are they > o
fighting? And Maren! that's not
what happ- | Maren!










Alright, Wolf,
where did you
come from?

Are you two
in league with
each other?

| was trying
t-to help!
Why?! Why did
you hurt me?

What are you
talking about?

Don't you
recognize me?

Mo | can't,
and why should
| believe you?

If you're

Maren... she's...
a fake... she's not
the real...

Hey! Don't
listen to her!

She's with the
waolf! Kill her!

; He's speaking
in Keidran, can't

you hear it?

You said. ..
you liked me.

You... you called
me beautiful.

Th-that
can't be...

Yes, if you're the
Maren | know, tell me,
what's my name?

J/ really her, then \ Oh, that's
o | you should be able easy, its... ah...
A\ o tell us who we )
) are, then.

¥  Wait, what is it?
They must have said
it at some point...




| think it's time

for a tactical retreat.

We could still
take them.

Wanna know the
great thing about
illusions?

We're outnumbered,
and we've lost the
element of surprise.

And with this Well, boys...
new development, we it's been fun.
need to reassess the
Situation for now. But | think it's time
| take my leave.

Hey! you're not
going anywhere!

Damn it!
That little. ..

Where did
she go?!

i \“ Guys, I...
ﬁ/“ ‘:S don't feel so...




Damn it, we
almost had them! If
only you'd brought more
darts, or a bow, or...

With what money,
Brother? In case you
forgot, we failed our

last mission.

Our only bow went up And even that
in flames, and | haven't wasn't enough. | had to
worked in a month. spend all of last week's
| spent every last meal money as well.
coin from this mission's
advance on those darts
and the crystals for I... | didn't realize
your illusions. things were so bad.

| didn’t want to worry
you, so | tried to keep it out
of your mind... literally.

But... things have
been rough back home.
If we don't succeed with

this mission... Well, 1...

But we will!
So tomorrow, when

they're exhausted and

It's just the two of them )
weak... we'll strike!

now. The poison in those darts
was weak, but without an antidote,
they won't be waking up again.

With two - possibly three - down,
they're not going anywhere.

And | doubt those guys will

be getting any sleep tonight. But for now, let's
get some rest.




Sorry, Raine.
I'm no healer.

This is the best
| can do for you.

| still can't believe
that... that thing is Raine.

If this was that assassin’s
doing, shouldn't it have
worn off by now?

| don't know.

Guess we'll have
to wait until she wakes
up again to ask.

After this is all
over, we can go back
to hating each other,

but until then...

Thanks for
all the help by the
way, ‘Red.”

Hey, | dunno
nothing ‘bout Keidran
or healing.

And don't call
me that.

What's the matter
with you? | thought you
cared about her?

Look, | don't like
you, and you don't
like me. | get that.

But it's just the two
of us now, and the girls
are counting on us.

We're going to have to
work together if we're going
to have any hope of living
through this.

Alright, Furball,
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Hm? Oh, ﬁ
there he is! /, )
i ’L

-\

Oh, good
marning, Flora.

I think Trace was

up quite early ' ] hoping he'd be finished
‘J&A before you were up.

Yes, well...

When | woke up
and saw that Trace
hadn't come to bed,

| was a bit worried.

He wanted to
have breakfast
ready for you.







So, is everything
alright between you
two, Flora?

Huh? Why
do you ask?

Mo, no, it's
not that.

It's just that...
m... it's nothing.

We're your
friends, and we're all
here for you.

If you ever want
to talk about it...

| - I'm sorry,
| shouldn't have
brought it up.

Well, Trace seemed to
be under the impression
that you've been acting

distant with him lately.

| can understand if
you're a litile wary because
of the hand thing...

Besides, | should
be the one asking you
how you're doing.
After what happened
on the island... I'm
s0 sorry, Keith,

\
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No, it's okay.
Thank you.
| know it's something
| should talk about. Just...
not right now.

You know...

| don't think I've
properly apologized
to you, Flora.

A-apologized?
What for?




Is this about
what happened to Trace
on the island?

Mo, it's not...
well, yes, but not
just that.

After Laura... | was very bilter towards Keidran.
All Keidran. From the very beginning, |... | said
a lot of cruel things to you... and about you.

But being forced to travel with you >
‘. changed me. It opened my eyes again.

There's just some
things | have to get
off my chest.

| hated you the first time we met. Because of what
you were... and how much you reminded me of her.

| need you to know
how thankful | am for that,
and how sorry | am for the
things I've said.




Before Laura... died, there
ere so many things | wanted to
.. 80 many things | wish |

could have done differently.

| wanted to let you
know how | felt because... |
don't want to leave behind
any more regrets,

Ngh... I'm not
making any sense.
Just forget |-

| understand.
And | forgive you.

What you did before,
it doesn't matter, You're my
friend, Keith! Please... don't
pull away from us.

We all have
things in our past we
regret. | of all people

can relate to that.

But we're
friends.

And we're here for
you. While we can never
take back the things we've
done, together we can try
to make it right again.

She’s right,

B |




| gotta go. Thanks
for cheering me up.
l... I'm fine now!

v,

()
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Uh... glad we
could help? i p
m—— J ==

Did he just call me
Laura? Wait, does he
think | look like her? /

Is that why he

cursed me with :
black mag \
[ =

What's with
that look?

A

| thought... | heard...
nevermind. Sorry.




Well, this has
been... awkward.
I'm just gunna...
. leave now.

| - | know what you
did to me! A - and... don't ask
how | know, but | know it's still
Come on, Mike. being done to Natanil

You're a free fox now.

Time to stand up
for yourself.

And... you shouldn't
be doing that! It's not right,
using your black magic on

people just for fun.

Oh, not this again.

Why did | ever make
up that stupid lie?

And what is
he talking about?
“Did to him"?

So | think you
should change Natani
back and, uh, stop it.

Or, erm... we...

Sigh... Alright, fine.
l... promise I'll go change
him back right now.

And | won't

use “black magic” J

ever again,

R-really? Er,
| mean... good.

Maybe | should
go have a talk with
Natani anyway.

| mean, if you
don't mind...




Um... I'm
busy right now.
Go away!

Matani,

Alright,
come in.

Just close the
door behind you!

Hey, Natani.
| thought we should
ta... N-Matani?!

Convincing, huh?
We've been working
on it all morning.

The illusion
is still a work-in-
progress, but it's
almost ready.

I know it's not
ready...

Uhuh... but if's
only Keith...

S-shut up!

Oh, Keith!

Uh, justa
minute...

Something the
matter, Keith?

You look...
uh... different.

| haven't run
into any majar
prob—buh!




Sorry! Sorry!
I... I didn't know
they were still-

It's fine! | know
you didn't mean it.
Let's just... pretend
that didn’t happen.

Like | said, it's still a
work-in-progress.

These crystals were
never meant to be charged
over and over like this.

Hopefully it'll be enough.
Mike's convinced, but I'm
not so sure about Kat.

\ "(\

Huh? Kathrin
caught you too?
What happened?
Seems like | missed
a lot yesterday.

This isn't master-grade
magic here. | never took a class
in illusion or anything.

This is pure
make-it-up-as-you-go
spellcasting.

And guesswork
magic is very inefficient;
burns through what little

mana | have quickly,

Eh, it's stupid.

My robes went
up in flames during
the ship fire, and-

Fire?! Wait,
what fire?

Oh, right. Man,
you really did miss
a lot, didn't you?

Well, I'm not going
anywhere for a while. So if
you want, I'll fill you in while

| try to fix these problems.




...but then | had the
idea to suffocate the fire by Oh... and then some
removing all the air! other stuff happened and
And it worked! the slaves were set free.
but by then my clothes
were on fire, so | wasn't
there for that part.

Thanks to
yours truly, the ship
was saved!

Alright, Zen, Natani... do you...
how long was that? want me to leave?
What?! That's
half a minute less
than last time!

It's still too
unpredictable!

And to be honest...
T I'm glad for the company.

you want to. You know, | was worried
yesterday, when you didn't
leave your room at all.

Yes! | mean, if you
hadn't noticed, there's
not a whole lot of people

here | can talk to.
you in that the spell have to a friend on

wouldn't last. this ship.

You're probably

| knew when | let the closest thing |




| guess that's kinda
sad considering we've
tried to kill each other
more than once.

A-anyway...

If there's ever
anything | can do
for you, I'm here.

Matani... do
you remember when
we first met?

You and your brother
attacked us. You shot me
with an arrow.

Could you Keith... I...
do it again? Even if | could...

It's not a
good idea.

But... right before
then... do you remember I'm sorry, Keith.
what you did? | can't. Not that.




When my parents died...
one of the reasons | pursued
magic was because | wanted

to bring them back.

| was naive, but | think
that's why a lot of people
get into magic. To change

what can't be changed.

Years later, while
perfecting the spell, | tried
testing it... on myself.

But | was so young when | lost
them, and it was so long ago.

| know it wouldn't
be the same for you.
But... trust me.
It's just a illusion
made from memories. It's
not real, and it wont make
anything any better.

| know. | don't have
any delusions about
bringing her back.

They... they had no face. | couldn't
remember their faces. Their voices.

| just wish | could
say goodbye. Even
if it wasn't real,




. Are you sure about
NOC‘& i using these materials?

KoK This is genuine drake
' leather and wyvworm
silk. This stuff's worth

a small fortune.

I'm sure Eric
had it locked up

| used that
for a reason.

key and found the
fabrics you asked
for, but, um...

Oh, don't you It'll be fine. I'm
worry about him. sure he'll be lenient
with his “sister.”

If anyone gets in

trouble, it'll be me. \\

O.. kay. I'll just se
it here then. What do
you need with all this

stuff anyway?

I'd rather | mean, isn't it
no one be in a little overkill for
frouble... , one robe?

These aren't going Well, | was going to
ta just be simple plain old . sleep, but then | thought
robes, oh no, notwhen I'm £ Matani would want these

through with them. 1. - as soon as possible.
These are going And what do

to be perfect. When I'm ¢ you mean, “okay™?
done, this outfit will be the : I'm fine.
envy of any mage!

Kat... are you okay? Can you leave
Have you been working now? | need to
on this all night? concentrate.




Well... | suppose
my breakfast in bed idea
was a bit of a bust.

Aw, sorry
about that.

Come, have a
seat. Relax!

I'll go get your
breakfast going!

| could go back to bed
and pretend to be asleep if
you really want me to.

And it doesn't
mean | can't still
treat you!

| just feel like | haven't
been giving you the attention
you deserve, and | intend
to correct that!




Go my chef!
Prepare my royal
breakfast!

command,

Something
wrong, Flora?

W-wrong?
No no! Just... my
stomach growling!
Heh heh...

Well | can
fix that!

Keith's a good
teacher - | think I'm
really getting the

hang of this!

| have to tell him. |
can't keep it a secret forever,
and it will only make things
warse the longer | wait.
But... how can | explain
it to him when | can't even
explain it to myself?

How can he believe |'ve
never been with anyone else?
And even if he says he does, will
he be able to look at me without
doubt? What if he doesn’t
even want kids?!

What am |
going to do?!




we should rethink this Aw come on, Trace! Wait, Floral

enchanted mistletoe It's all in good fun! Someone's coming
prank, Flora... l, 3 down the stairs!

" Besides, this
spell of yours is too
funny to waste!

| wonder who
we'll get first? .

H-hey guys! m \ | [\ ) ) Oh, great! |
What's up? _ N [ | know Maddy was
il i looking for those

this morning.

Well, I'll let you
get back to— eep!

Hey Flora. We «
founds some of the 1
missing decorations

up in the attic.




Well... alright,

“What are if you say so.

you going to do” [N
about what? / You know you
' can always talk to me
about anything.

=’ Um.. nothing, |
i nothing! j | can tell there's
still something wrong.
I 'wish | could get her to
open up about it.

Yes! If's... ¥
nothing.

SHE'S KEEPING

SoMETHNe FROM You,

SOMETHING SHE DOESNT
WINT US To KNCW.

WouLD You LIKE To Who... what No! Get out
KNOW WHIT [T (82 are you? of my head!

f';?,, T koW,

I'm never going
back to the way | was, and
nothing you can say to me
will change that!




f/

YOU'RE MCRE CJ-LFELE$5

THIN T THCUGHT. YoU Rr;w
HIVENT NOTICED?

ARENT YoU |T LENST

| told you to
leave me alone!

YoU pLSo ShD
NGTHING T COULD SHY
WoULD CHINGE Yo,

|

Y

" YOURE WRoNG.
T CIW BREAK YoU W(TH

/l JUST oNE DE}.
AND T [5...

HEHEHEH...

FINE. SELEVE m
YoU WINT. SHE WoN'T BE 5
MBLE To HDE Foﬂem&

'T Look FORWRRD To THE
| MOMENT WHEN NE ONCE
| pehN SEE KEDRM FoR
No! | won't WHKT THEY RENLY MRE.
listen to you! Do E
you really think I'd AND WHEN YOUR MiND

sligve [ SHITTERS, T'LL BE THERE To
believe anything
you tell me?! - FibL N THE CRACKS.

ASK, HER\‘
YOURSELF THEN. . , - QN l... I've made up

my mind. | can't keep it
a secret any longer.

I'm not doing
anything you say! When Trace comes back,

| trust Flora! I... I'm going to tell him.




| know it's
not exactly a four-
course meal.

! It's fine. This
was sweet of you.

Here's... um, your
breakfast, Flora.

It looks...
delicious!

| have to tell you

something, but I... Believe you?

I'm really scared y

you won't believe
me when | do.

Flora, | trust
you, and you can
trust me!

l fnl
| know, Trace,
but thig s—
-
. —) L -

L P




_ I'm sorry! | was just so :
Maddie, how did hungry. | haven't eaten Aw, it's okay. Let's
you get out of the brig? in a long time. L[ get you back and then
And why did you knock I'll send food down.
over my breakfast?

Gah! All
y hard work!

Mo, not him! He's
the one that was so mean
to me after you left,

Please, don't send
me back to jail! It's dark,
and wet, and cold!

I'm sorry, Maddie,

but that's not really up ’ {‘
to me right now, 4 \ Huh? Eric?

Il talk to Eric == » < VISP, hat did he do?
about it. -~ l / _..Breakfast Wrecker.

He... he said | would - - He said something

never be let out of my about paintings, and me
cell, unless... well... taking off my clothes.

And then he made
<\ weird hand gestures,
: like... this!




| can’t believe that perv!
Actually, no wait, | can.

And... hang on... Maddie,
how old are you?

... I'm13.
ButI'll be 14 by
rid-winter!

Mot only is he up to
his old tricks, he's trying
to prey on a child!
I'm giving
him a piece of
my mind!

l:‘»'f’ J\
N
— o

Well, don't worry.
Trace and | will make
sure he can't get his
hands on you!

D-does that mean
1 don't have to go
back to my jail cell?

: ! y :
~ He said he'd deny -
' everything if | did, and” =1
: \ /
. :
- > =\ -

Flora, | forget, do
Basitin age like humans
or like Keidran?

Wait!
Please, don't tell
him | told you!

that you'd never take
my word over his.

-H"‘"_\,

Oh, thank
you! You're
the best!

it's nothing,
b, really.

No, no you don't. I'll
make sure of it! And if he
has a problem with that, he

_can go get stuffed!
- We can protect




Trace, would you be so Maybe Maddie
kind as to make something should make her own
for our new friend to eat? ruddy breakfast.

I'm sure she must
be starving.

Or better yet, she
can just eat the food
off the ground!
After all, she
put it there!

Now Trace, you said it
yourself, the food... isn.
really a big los Nrgh... | know! - v Alright, fine, you two
But | still worked B win. Just turn off the
hard on it _ . puppy-dog eyes.

And don't expect

o .
~—  And I'm sure Maddie | - I'm really e me to work as hard
i is sorry. Right? this time around.

Come on, Maddie,

have a seat and let

uncle Trace work, : Alright,
here it is.

N
... don't know.
Y.




But | warn you. ..

Mo matter what
it says, or how real it
seems, it won't be the
real Laura.

It can't tell you
anything you don't
already know.

As long as you allow it to.
Once | cast the spell, it'll draw
its energy from you, and won't

stop until you will for it to.

That's the danger of this
magic. The longer it's up the
more it will drain on you.

If you feel you really
need it... I'll use my last
crystal to cast the heart's

desire spell on you.

But what about
your disguise spell?

Are you really
sure you want me
to do this?

Which is why, once

you've said your peace,

you must let her go.

I'm serious, Keith. Before
| do this, | need you to swear
to me that you will release it
once it's all done.

| guess | can just
keep going with the “curse”
excuse for a while longer
and pretend I'm cured later.

1/ \\\"‘ﬁ:}\‘\b

i)

How long
will it last?

Vi

I know... | swear.
Just begin the spell.




| just hope
his lesson...

...Iis not as painful
as the one | had to
go through.

This is a mistake... It was, after
| just know it is. all... my fault.

| shouldn't have
relented, but...

It's a mistake Keith
deserves to make for
himself. | owe him at

least that much.

I've missed
you so much.




Everything's alright.
We're together now.

We're not, and i S
I'm sorry. Laura,
I'm so sorry. 3 So please don't

be sad, Keith.

No, stop it!
| didn’t save you!
| couldn't...
4 You look and sound
‘. just like her, but | know

there's nothing inside.
And that just
makes it worse!

15
| put you in '
puty "

danger. It's my fault utI'm not gone.
you're gone. You brought me back,

and we never have to
be alone again.

You're dead, and
it's all my fault.
I'm sorry, Laural! |
wish I'd never come
back to the island.

I wish I'd never
asked you to
marry me.

| wish... | wish

we'd never met!
How... how could

you say that, Keith? D-do
g&@ o8\ you really regret everything

T \\ﬁ we had together?
. U Hearing you say that
|
A .

hurts worse than anything
else I've gone through!




Where am 1?7
H-how did I...7

%\ going on?

I'm... not sure.
But remember,
Keith, It's not—

I... I'm not really sure.
| remember collapsing on
'\ the beach, and then... there
N was just... emptiness.
Keith! It's me!

| kept feeling like | was
I'm here, I... I'm

[ supposed to go somewhere,

not sure how... __ but the magic on the island...

it's like it was broken.

| just kept trying to
find you. | could sometimes
W-what? hear your voice. And then...
What do you | was pulled here, and you
mean? were talking to me.

Is... is that
possible...?

Keith, it's not real!

The one in the forest made up
things too, remember? You want
Laura back so it's coming up with

any way for it to be possible!

You have to let
go of it, now!

Go?! No, please! Not to t-that...

.lfls me, Keith.rl Ssar nothingness. It took so
it's me! D-don't... don't much effort to pull myself
make me go back. back, | don't think | can

do it again!




Keith, this is not
up for debate!

If you don't stop
it you will die!

[ won't doit.
) \ I'm not letting you
go. Not again,

\‘7’

f /N

Mo matter what
happens... you won't
be alone this time.




