Chapter 18 COMING HOME



‘

Many days later... '

Eric was righ!. the
currents made coming
back a lot faster.
Still, it felt way longer
to me, especially after...
N\ all that's happened.

: Speaking of
which, how's your
cheek doing?

He was just upset.
| don't blame him.

Yeah, well, I'm the
last person who can
criticize him for doing

something like that.

| can see mountains!
We must be getting close
to the mainland!

Oh, i-it's fine.

It doesn't hurt
anymore, but | figured
I'd keep this on.

Might help make

| me less recognizable

in the village.

1 still can’t believe
Keith did that!

What a jerk!

Especially
friends!

| just hope we can find
something to help Natani,
for both their sakes.




You couldn't
help Laura, you can't
help Matani...

| can't believe
you were once Grand
Templar. What good
are you now?
You're \ i ...Maybe
useless! ' | he’s right.

/ Trace, don't say
that! Keith was way
- out of line!

He's just taking it out on
you because it's how he feels
about himself right now.

\J

He's not wrong
though, is he? .
What good A : \ | have power, but it only
seems to work when I'm not
thinking about it, and half the
tirme it's hurting my friends.

have | done?

And everyone keeps

Ever since waking up . R,
all I've managed to do is telling me ﬂ'l_E 'W_Oﬂlfi 5 fa_llmg
apart because of me,

3 put you guys in danger. - Trace... it's not
& your fault,

| am the person who
corrupted the Templar. | think
facing up to that fact is my best
hope of retaining myself if my
memories ever do return.
But to do that |

need to learn all | can
about who | am.

Not being able \ ! .
to remember doesn't y . N \ ; \ And that begins
\, make me innocent. A N \ | at Edinmire.




But as
a general...

Alright, Natani.

We should be landing
soon. Kathrin will take care
of you until | get back.

You know, at the time |

e resented Alaric for what he did.

Sacrificing himself like that just
to help someone like me.

But now, I'm grateful.

There'd be nothing
| could do for you as
“Keith the Banished".

I'm sure the other
generals would say this
was an abuse of power,

but the truth is...

But I'm not going
to wallow in self-pity.
Mot this time.
I've never
been a very good
Basitin.

| know you're
still in there, and
I'll get you back.

The Templar may be
corrupt, but humans are still
technically Basitin allies.

What do you think?
Pretty good, hm?

See you soon.




We're here! H-hey!
Hold on!

Maybe we should wait
for the others first?

Although...
actually, now that
| think about it...

...l don't see very
many people here at all.

Weird... where
is everyone?

| know, but
| couldn’t help
myself!
It's just feels so good
to finally be back on dry | Well there are still
land again! Oh, ground, f dock workers, at least. That
how I've missed you! . guy back there helped bring

Bir.coai beait Kg our ship in, after all.

docks attached to you. : I'm sure we'll

Close enough! find out more in
\ ‘ the village.




Oh, hey, there
you are, Keith.

We were just
waiting on...

...yooou.

I.. | guess
Keith has his own
entourage now.

Eh, just let
him go, Trace.

He's got his own
crusade to worry about.
And three Basitins would
attract a lot of unwanted
attention anyway.

Yeah | know,
it's just... | was hoping
the three of us would
be travelling together,
like the old days.

It'll be okay,
dear.

Hehe! You're
q cute when ‘,fOU're
sentimental!




Ack! Flora! ! . N |

We're supposed to

| have prepared all

| am.. aware your
previous travels through
human cities have been
less than ideal.
I've worked to

ensure this will not be
the case this.. time.

the proper documents
for our first foray within

human lands.

| have also created a
map of the area from memory,
and marked possible places that \"‘-:_
may help your wolf friend. y k

<

From... memory? )

Yes, sir, the Templar
brought many new maps
on their last island visit.

| had a.. few major
settlements committed
to memory.

| anticipated you might say ™,
that! I've.. already prepared similar
documents, and would be happy to )

'~\iriaep my eye on them as well. "“‘\__‘

Playing go-between is
\ my primary duty, after all.
| am glad to serve.

Is something
the matter, sir?

Er, no. This
is great, Lynn.
Actually, I'm
just... worried about
my friends.

. =
I wish they had
someone like you to
help them as well.

‘ :‘ Oh, well, if you can,

that would be perf— wait,
hang on... | don’t remember

signing any of these, :
] é
e

I
B A oo

=

" Did you forge

my sig— /

..Wow, | thought
Iwas good.

—



It's strange... ) “Back here"?
being back here. |
e

Wait, you've been
here before?

Sigh... | dunno.
It's weird to talk about
those days.

Feels like a lifetime ago.
But this place... it looks and smells
exactly how | remember it.

: If you followed
this stream a ways, you'd
eventually reach my fath...
my master's farm.

Flora, if this is hard for you,
you don't have to come with me.
| only plan to lock around.

R

Mmhm.
You know | was
once a slave,
Edinmire is the
closest settlement
to tiger territory.

This... was
my home.

| didn’t know that.
Why didn't you ever |
mention it before? £

After what happened
on that island, I'm never
leaving your side again! /

Erg! Flora...
My spine!




I'm sorry!
Are you sure
you're okay?

| said
I'm fine!
Really!

Though... maybe
someday you could get
those claws trimmed
down just a little?

Oh! | actually know
a place for that! And
that's exactly why you
need me with youl

| know Edinmire
like the stripes on
my tail! A

I'm sarry, Flora.
| know you hate

Oh. Then again,
| suppose a trim

MNow that we're back
in human lands, we'll need

If | could just pass as
human, it wouldn't matter.

; doing this.
won't matter. to pretend to be servant but I'l never be able to hide g

and master again. what | am completely. ]

And that means .

keeping my claws to
myself anyway.

[~

| recall you mentioning once
that you dreamt of being human.
Seeing where you were raised, I'm
starting to understand why.

But listen...

What you are isn’t wrong.
I'd never want you to change, not
even the claws, if you don't want to.
We may have to pretend otherwise,
but | love you, stripes and all.

| know.
| love you too.

Though it's not going
to stay secret for very long if
someone sees us like this.



You know, | think Flora... | really
you'll like Edinmire. think you should

! his.
Despite being near see this

a Templar college, it's
actually a fairly Keidran
friendly village. y

“Keidran
friendly™? Uh,
Flora...

There are even
Keidran-owned shops.
| know one tavern that

serves amazing tiger
cuisine. Mmmm...

bEST oF TelE DeAD

It's okay.
| can guess.

| just can't believe it. ;
| mean... wolves and )
humans have always
fought, but...
| didn't think it'd
ever really happen.
Not officially.
Maybe you
were right. It isn't
safe here. =




If it's the board that's

| gave your girl got her spooked, no worries.

afnght, pal. Folks have no love for wolves

these days, but our feline neighbours
are still welcome, ‘specially now.

I'm just here to
tell you to keep the
main road clear.

We've got a procession
coming through soon, so if you're
here for that, you need to be down
in Shepherd's Square.

It's just a
W guard. | think it's

okay, Flora,

W-wait!
Did he just say...
it can't be!

You back therel
Did he just call you
“Flora"?

Uh... maybe? Do
we know each other?

That face! It is you!
| can’t believe it!

Don't... don't you
recognized me? It...
it's me, Keiren!




| know we
didn't part on
good terms.

But after all
this time, you can't
just run again! Not
until we: talk!

Y-you came back!
| knew one day-

No! Keep away
from me, Kei!

We need
to go, now!

She told you to
leave her alone!

Stop! Please,
don't hurt him.

Qil | don't know
who you think you are,
but I'm guard captain
of Edinmire, boy.

Flora and |
go way back,
so butt out!

This runt should
be the one worried

. about getting hurt.

| said
back off.

l... I have to finish my
route. If it were any other day,
I'd drop everything, but...

Listen, | know you
don't trust me, but please...
wait for me at the tavern
down the road.

I'll return. And alone,
| swear. Just... promise Iz

me you won't leave until \ | owe you at least
| get back. Please. that much.




Meanwhile...

| have
returned, sir.

I've also discovered that
many humans have gathered
near the center of town.

In an area called
Shepherd's Square.

Finally, customers!
Yes! Yes! Welcome! How
can | help yyyyowau 2

Mo, it's not one of us. He's
a wolf, and he's on a ship right

now, so if you could ju ——7—
Wy s W

" %
5

| see. That

would explain why -,
! |

e Feie AR There's the: Im:a_l healer! ™,

Ooog, | can't wait to meet

anyone yet, : A
y y my first native human! ./
L -

Yes. We're
Basiting.  Listen, I'll make this
brief: my friend is sick.
It's something magic,

and | believe it involves the
soul. Can you help us?

Well, I... | suppose \

I could take a look. Though ) /7~
I'm not familiar with Basitins.
Which of you is injured? _/
-

-

@™ ON
" 1§""

Wow, humans

5 i are huge jerks

J

’ OU‘\



Of all the people "\
to run into, it had
_ to be Keiren. ./

At least | don't
think he recognized b
you. No one's tailed

us to the tavern.

| don't trust him. But
if he’s guard captain now,
b he could help us.

(Either way, | need
to talk to him.

I'm sorry, Flora. That
must have been hard.

Yeah, | think he had
his attention elsewhere
at the time... hmph.

So who is this

. “Key" guy?

Kei. And...
It's complicated.

-~ S
/" He was the son of my old
master. And... my best friend
for a long, long time.

When we were young, the fact ‘\\
that | was a Keidran never seemed
to bother him. In fact, he stood up
for me several times,

But as we got older
Kei... changed.

He would act differently
towards me when around his
friends. That's how it started.

It happened slowly, but...

Well, to make a long
story short, by the end he was
hunting me when | ran.

Are you two planning to
stand in my doorway all day
Or are you coming in?




) I'm Flora.
And this is Trr—
Er, | mean...

Welcome to
Riftwall East.
I'm Adlira.

M-my... my
name is... uh...

(I knew | had a
bad feeling about today.
Stay strong, Addy.)

Well, please follow me...
sir. I'll show you inside.

" Trace! Kei?!

You know I can't ™
make up names!

But of all the names :
you know, why his?! JF°

-

e
. e

He was the last
person we were lalking
about! | panicked!

¢/ lcan'tcall you

Kei, though!

Uh, you guys... know Relax. It doesn't
I'm still here, right? | didn’t matter to me who you are.
leave or anything. You could claim to be Princess
Reni for all | care.

I've survived here by
knowing not to stick my nose
in other's business.

| just get
people drunk.




;i

' Well, make yourselves
at home. You GEI“iail'll‘,l' have
your pick of seating.

Hey, Maeve!
You back there?
Need a couple
drinks! Sigh... where
is that girl?

Business hasn't
been what it used to be,
ever since we lost our
main attraction.
Butit's
been particularly
empty today.

But ever since
this war business started,
it's gone dark.

| don't want to think
about what that might mean
for our sister tavern,

Ja.

h_.
up

/
IR IR0

...There's
no one here.

Yeah... don't
remind me.

This is what
the tavern was
named after.

Once upon
a time this hallway
would take you directly
to our sister tavern
far in the west.

Long ago, when
these were Keidran lands,
tl‘]E!‘}r used walls like these to

avoid humans. Ironic.

There are even stories
that once, this gate could
lead you to other Riftwalls,

in other places.

Sometimes | think | can see
things moving inside, and hear
whispering at night, but nothing

ever comes through.




Man, that archway
gave me the creeps. [t felt like

| was being watched when we
were in front of it.

You've never
seen it before?

No. | must have
passed tl':,l' this tavern loads
of time as a kid, but | never
thought about it.

Still, being up here
is a good spot to wait.

We'll be able to see Kai
coming, just in case he brings
any unwanted company.

| still don't like the
idea of waiting this guy.

| think we should
just get what we came for
and leave this weird town
as soon as possible.

clear on how we were planning
on getting to your money.

| was going to play it by ear, but basically, | just
planned to get there, scout around a bit - you know,
make sure the coastis clear - then enter the house
undetected through a back window or something,
and make off with everything we need. Simple!

| mean it is my property
after all, right? So it's not really
breaking in or stealing.

And |'ve been gone
for months. Why would Templar
be guarding an empty building
after all this time?

It's the
perfect plan!

you know what
an estate is?




Alright! Maybe it
wasn't the most well
. thought out plan.

| guess | just don't
feel comfortable waiting
around in this place.
A &

Feels like we're
being watched.

; Maeve, what are
you doing up there? Take
them the drinks.

i .
(’ | know there s, dear.
\ Just give it to them.

This is my
daughter, Maeve.

She's not normally like
this, but we don't serve
many non- humans.

She's afraid of
her own kind?

Oh, not at all. She's just

Don't look now, but
you might be right.

Ah... sorry about
all that. My server's
decided she wants

to be shy today.

She's actually ™
a fan of tigers, which Y
might be part of the
S problem. ;

Aw! Well,
nice to meet you,
. Maeave.

grown up surrounded by humans,
s0 it's what she's familiar with.




What's it like
raising a child in a
human village?

Oh, not nearly Maybe it's because
asbad as you  e're so far east, but we've
might think.  rarely had much trouble with the
human folk. Even after this
war nonsense tIEQEn.
You always get
the occasional “fleabag”
comment, but | ignore it,
Most are decent.

And that's what [ try
to teach Maeve: look
to the good ones.

That's... a surprising
opinion to hear, especially
from someone who has to

deal with people all day.

your first?

Yup! She's
my baby - one
and only.

| thought so when
| first saw you, but | didn't
want to presume.

l... I'll be
having my first FA| :
soon, too. i & - iy Is the father
=, going to be joining

you here, or...7




5 .
You're very N
( lucky to have such | ' What is it,
\ £
b acute— y " L Flora?

7 .
(| hear something
\ coming this way! $

-“-C‘LINK,

—

Ah, here iz e
they come. ff U | ™
<’ -
Righton \A & /* V)

schedule, &

s Those
L aren't Templar!
v They're-!



Mewver thought Maeve was so
I'd see the day that disappointed when | told
tiger nomads stroll D her she had to stay here
through Edinmire. 4 and miss everything.
Hopefully, meeting
you and seeing this has
made up for it a little.

These are
stran Qe times.

| don't understand...
This is a human village. What
are tigers doing here?

If you're really not
aware, the humans want to begin
peaceful relations with felids. They

invited them here.

... wait, you
don’t know?

| figured that was
the whole reason why
you were here!

W-what?! Why...
why now?

Why else?
The war.

| can'’t say for certain, but
| suspect the Templar do not want
to fight a war on two fronts.

| thought you were
like... an advanced scout or
something, and that's why you
were being all secretive.

Guess that means we
won't be meeting Kei
after all. What a sha

Trace! .. | need
to go and see this
for myself!

You're here!
Sorry to keep
you waiting!

| know it's
dangerous, but
they're my people,
and | don't trust
the Templar.

okay, we can
go, sure.




| can't stay.

| still gotta escort these
tiger folk to town square.
But if you want to—

We'll come
with you!
Right,
Tr... er...
Sir?

I've got my eye on you,
Kei. Don't try anything.

Thank you for having
us, Miss Adira. I'm sorry
we can't stick around.

How much do
we owe you'?

Eh, it was just water,
and you didn't even drink

any. Forget it, kid.

I'm sorry, we have - - .
to leave. But | hope we 7 \ , N meeting you,
see each other again! A ' Miss Flora.

It was very nice
to meet youl




: Well, there goes
my entertainment
for the day. A

...And business.
\_ Ah, well, |—

S

Oh, they
left me something
after all. A...

Wow... Maybe Mr. Big "\ Maeve, dear, | need
Bad Templar isn't quite )
as bad as they say. /

to go to the market. Could
you help mommy clean—

( Couldn't be any .rf"";
" worse than his acting. "]
Mot that I'd say that /

to his face. S

Sigh... Maeve.

Trying to sneak off
after the tigers, hm?
That girl, | swear...

You're going
to be cleaning so many
dishes when | catch up
to you, Maeve,




| don't remember
there being so many
guards in Edinmire.

This meeting
is very important.
We're taking every
precaution.

But as long as
you're not a wolf, you
don't have anything to
worry about.

Eyes forward, T
Daniels!

But... what about
the wolves that already
live in Edinmire?
The servants
and merchants,
like Adira?

Wait, what?! You're locking
up every wolf in the city? Even
the innocent ones?

At the moment,
all canine keidran are
being held at the guard
barracks for now.

That's horrible!

Flora, it's
not that bad.

This is just a
temporary measure.
The wolves declared war
on us. We can't let our
guard down.

Flora, you're -
naive if you think the
wolves here wouldn't
side with their kind
in a heartbeat.

The anes living
here didn't declare
war on anyone!

It's not
right!

They can't
change what
they are.




\w A-anyway, on
a lighter note...

Here, maybe this will
make you feel better. | have
something for you.

Is this your
way of saying |
still technically
belong to you?

W-what?
No, no! Nothing
like that!

5 | had it made o
ages ago, in case yol...
ever came back,

Yes, though you
should still be careful. There
will always be people who won't

care about a seal.

They're your papers.
Ewverything that documentad you
as a slave of my family.

I'm giving them to you.
Look underneath.

It's a letter of safe
passage. The same kind
that lets that tavern lady [

live and work here. -




USE (TI
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USE (T

THEY KNeW!

WE NEED To BT

AWAY!

RELEASE OUR

MAG|c!

I

you've overheard, Flora
is a free Keidran. y
| don't know how she
came to be in your possession,
but | won't allow you to keep her
as your servant any longer.

You will be held
until we're sure you're
not a threat to—



Keiren, tell
your men to
_ let. Him. Go.

Hey! You can't
talk to the captain
that way!

Mo, it's... it's
alright, Daniels. Go
back to... whatever

you were doing.

Flora, I... | don't
understand. I'm trying
to help! This guy

—Has done nothing!
Something you'd know if you'd
just asked me first.

You haven't changed,
Kei. You were always
deciding for me.

Hey! That's not fair!
I'm trying to make up for what
I've done. | just didn't know.,
So this guy, he's...?

A friend. And | know
how strange that sounds.
It's a long story.

One | don't feel like
telling while your goons
are holding him.

Rude. Why is the captain
letting a Keidran talk

to him like that?

Eh, probably
under orders to play
nice with the stripes
while they're here.

Now, if you really want to
make up for before, start by
not arresting my friends.



In that case,
let him go.

Sir, we can't
detect any mind
control.

We've run
a dispel just
in case.

There, no harm done.
You okay there, pal?
You look a bit sick.

| see..
Thank ynu

Flora, I... want
to apologize again.

Today has been pretty
stressful and this position
is still fairly new to me.

Honestly, | was hoping
to impress you — be a hero,
ya know, and | guess that...

kinda backfired.

And | suppose | owe
you an apology too,

| understand, \
A\ Kei. Thank you. £

Sorry for the mix-up,
bud. Any friend of Flora's
is a friend of mine.

Just remember,
though...

When it comes to ’ Say, now that |
Flora, I came first. actually get a good
i look at you...

You seem...
farmiliar. What did
YOu say your name

was, again?




'ﬂuh)‘c fau 'srh:fh'n?na H;-“-\ mg on ‘Hnis cCaly aa(qm{ure, , 751- %



Meanwhile...

We're getting
nowhere.

everywherea..

7 : ‘ \
TRHVE
’». .:. .

r“

Why does every magic
user in this whole village slam
their door in our faces?!

Wow... look
at all the Floras.

Oh, right, you guys
weren't... erm... would
have been funnier if Flora
were here...

F-forget it. Let's
see if one of the tigers W
might help.



Oh, it's you...
apothecary man. o

Well, that's...

not my name,
but yes!

You'll really

I-| would like to
apologize for my behaviour
earlier. | may have acted

a bit... rashly.

These are... difficult
times to be trusting, what
with the war and all.

But... I... | realize,
as a healer, it is my duty
to aid those in need.

Thus, | feel it is only
right that I... do so.

-

Yes! L... well,
I'll certainly try.

If you could
just lead me to this
wolf of yours...

Of course!
Follow us, he's
right—

v

Accelerated
heart rate. Something's
not.. right. | feel
we are being
deceived.

Wait,
generaL DilalEd
pupils.
Excessive
perspiration.

Don't need all that
to tell something's up.
We're being watched.

Three humans,
at least.




Teiok=nD5
TELL THE -SisisR
=ippiiRhR. T'LL BE LATE.

YES. FELL ASLEEF
ME. YES, AGAIN.

T REALIZE T'M THE
GRAND TEMPEAR:

ARTIST
IF YOU WANT TO

TRY AND MOVE HER,
BE MY GUEST.




Anything > oy | - 1 didn’t
you'd care to tell @ L B\ want to get involved.
. us, friend? 4 7 K )] She made me!

T-this wasn'
my ideal!

What a shame.

| was really hoping
you'd just lead us to the | didn't want

wolf, nice and easy. to have to do this
the hard way.

|




| believe there's
been a misunderstanding.
We are basitin ambassadors
on a peaceful diplomatic
mission to—

Do | look like the
kind of person who cares
about politics?

That said, we have
nothing against you, rabbit-ears. All

i we want is the wolf. Hand it over
= and we'll be on our way.

Lynn, what :
am | looking at? Is | No. | don't
that a dragon? believe s0.

Emblem of an
Adrakist - dragon Many humans consider
worshiper. dragons a symbol of power.
Some are... more fanatical
A ahout it than others.

Rest assured
( though, despite her
bizzare appearance,
she’s still human.

A <AL

A Bizza- You
e e -~ have something
(/ f i to say about the

way | look?!

Oh, no, | quite
like the lizard look, it's
very... unusual. “Lizard"?! {f




Hey, calm
down, Sarah!
Maybe you should
let me and Landen do
the talking instead?
R-right, Lan?

If these guys really
‘. are ambassadors, we might
D . getin big trouble if we-

| may not be a full
dragon yet, but | have
plenty of fire for you!

MNow tell us where
wour wolf is or your
friends will burn!




Hey! Y-you Basitins
should cooperate!

My name is Sealeen. ‘ i

I'm a Templar, and my : ;
friend here is a guard. : j
o
If you fight

back, we’ll be forced
to arrest you! R-right,
Landy?

..Sure,

A guard,
huh? That's
funny...

Because | had a look
through your stuff, and this
doesn't seem like the gear

the other guards use.

How did you—?
H-hey, those are ours!
Give them back!

And are you sure
you're a Templar? Because
your spellbook / journal here
says otherwise.

Wait... soa
fake Templar...

And a fake
dragon?

Your entire
group is nothing but a
bunch of frauds!

Stop calling
me fakel!!



Sir,

Erg! So much A look out!
for dlmUlﬂaL}"

You two, come
Flora, stay here with me. Daniels, go
. get our ace ready.

? I'm not taking any
. chances. Mot today.

with your friend.

Looks like
introductions will
have to wait.

| wonder what Well, sure,
happened? | hope he's a jerk.

he'll be okay.
But that doesn't

mean | want him
getting killed.

Still, we can't wait here.
| need to catch up to those
other tigers. Let's go.

\.
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IT'S NOT TOO LATE! IF YOU'RE IN THE AREA, COME OUT TO SEE US THIS WEEKEND!
FOR MORE INFORMATION, GO TO AWA-CON.COM



Hey, Natani. I'm... sure once you
wake up, you'll like it. | added
| know it took me plenty of secret pockets, and

a while, but | finally finished an inlay for crystals...

the new version of the cloak . »
to go with your vest. Heh, and since it's made

of wyrm silk, it won't catch
fire this time! Haha...

Itll be okay. | 2k | kKnow you
and Keith have a...

Keith will come through, thing going on.

you'll see. You have a lot of
friends who care about you.

But | want you to
know I'm here for you as
well, And... if things ever

| know we only had change, m-maybe...
that one “girl talk” but...
confiding with you really I mean.... If you
meant a lot to me. were ever interested,
... I might...

Myself included.

Ow ow ow ow!

Is this about what | said?!
I'wasn't trying to get between

you and Keith, I sv

vv

.,\\ y

j} /
Did... did you

say something?







Why.. Are you..
Rabbit-things.. So...
hard to burn!?

| may not have
my spellbook, but

" 1
'm not helpless! 4 uniike the

[ others, | know a lot
about basitins...

Including their
weaknesses!

If you are attempting to
poison me, you probably
should have done a little

more research,

Oh, it's not
poison...

You're pretty cute, Are
you sure you still wanna fight me?
If you just help me find that wolf,
I'd be very... gratefu.







Eh... w-well?

Is... is it working?
Your face... | can't tell.

H-hey, hold on!
What are you doing?
MN-not so close!

Wait, wait! You're cute
and all, but you're not really
my type... or species!
| mean, not that
| there's anything wrong
b with basitins, but...

Er... Actually, |
don't think your potion
had any effect.

| just needed to
be close to get a good
sense of you. | can't
see very well.

O-oh dear! This
isn't what | had in mind!
The potion must be too
strong! H-help!



B-but that's
impossible! How?

Those pheromonas
should work on any man -
keidran or basitin!

On anyone
else, it probably
would have.

I'm.. afraid you just picked
the wrong basitin. You see,
| am Messenger Lynn.

Where | am from...

Society is divided by
= gender. But there's.. always
This requires a A need of a go-between.
particular kind of person. L
Someone who can be K i } > N Even during
blind to both. L gl sy curfew.

In ather words...

Let's just say... my
ears don't hang limp like
this for no reason.

Siill... thank you for
/' what you said. I'm... not used
to being flirted with. No one on
the island would bother with
someone like me.

Even if you
didn't really mean it,
it felt... nice.

Well, | mean...

Are... are those
two seriously having
a conversation right

Okay, | admit, | was
just playing you before.
But, you know...

Those ears
of yours really are
kinda cute...




Hey, so...

Mot that | don't
enjoy dodging you
forever, but...

You don't
seem invested
in this.

How about
| just hire you
instead?

buy all the coffee you want
without doing a thing!

Al the coffee
fwant"...

You're some kind of
mercenary, right? Finding
wolves for a bounty?

How much do you
get for that?

Must be a
lot for all this
trouble.

But guessing
by how desperate

You haven't had
much luck, right?

Welp. I'm out.
Later, girls.

What is wrong with
the two of you! Why
won't you fight?!

Grrrahh!
Enough! I've  I'm a dragon! You
had it/ should all be treating

}/‘\___._-") me with the respect

N&serva!

o

/




We can't wait
for the ace to arrive.
We have to protect  }

any civilians. :

i show you
all why dragons
are feared!

'l burn
you fo ash!

Well, | suppose
if you're not holding
back anymore, then
neither will |.

Time to

Stop right there,
villainous fiend!

MNobody breaks the
law on my shift! Now
put down your—

extinguish this
“dragon” once

and for all.




Hah! I'd like
fo see you try!

We just need
an opening!

Something to
distract her, like— | said stop, you
monster, in the name
of the guard!




Someaone threw
something at me!
Show yourself!







| want these
fires put out!

Reed! You, Travel,
and anyone who knows basic
water magic, get on it!

| need answers! '
What's going on?

| believe
| can help with
that one.

You see, we
are a basitin envoy
here on a diplomatic
mission.

It seems we
ran into a bit of a...
miscommunication
with your people.

Y Hey, wait!
Wasn't that
burned?

Oh please, my dear.
I'm a bureaucrat.

All my documents are
in triplicate, naturally.



Basitin
diplomats?

After all...

We basitins are still
allies of your kind, correct?
Or is this Edinmire’'s way

of declaring war.
W-wait!

Mow hold on just
a minute!

| can assure you, this
Adrakist was not acting
on Edinmire’s behalf.

We will hold her
until this can all

be sorted out.

Ngaaah!!!
What?! Me?

Yes. It'd be unfortunate
if your city was found to be

responsible for a...

Diplomatic
incident between
our nations.

“D...diplomatic
incident™?

I'm sure this is
all just some kind of
misunderstanding!

E-Edinmire of course welcomes
our... esteemed island friends. We were
simply not aware that the basitin king
was sending an envoy!

How can
she still get up
after that?!

It appears her
hide is as tough

as her scales.
Huh. So that's

what a human’'s
looks like.
Meat.

v They're the
oneas who should
_ be arrested!

They're hiding
a wolf!




Sir, sir!
The Ace.

irrelevant,
Adrakist!

| am Seraphinal
Adrakist of Fire!

| don't answer to
you, or anyone else
in this hick town!

You should be
listening to me!

You should all be
looking upon me with the
reverence deserving of

a goddess!

|

You've damaged city
property and endangered
innocent lives.

I'm taking you
into custody. Surrender
peacefully, lizard!

Because [/




Madam Reni.

Mot feeling so
SMug now, are—

A dragon, hm?
Well, Sarah, meet
our own dragon:




WHATCHA 3
| | LOOKING FOR, ||

O-0OH,
HEY TRACE!

UH... WELL, YOoU
SEE... REMEMBER THAT
ENCHANTED MISTLETOE?

YOU'RE NOT THINKING
ABOUT TRYING THAT TRICK
AGAIN THIS YEAR?

AW, LIGHTEN
LIP, TRACE.

ITs JUST A
MAGIC KISS. WHAT'S
THE HARM?

BESIDES! THAT WAS
JUST A FLUKE! THIS TIME, ~
NOTHING WILL GO—

¢~ WHAT uo\-
YOU THINK?
HEY~ FLORA!

I GRABBED
A FEW THINGS OUT OF THE
HOLIDAY CHEST TO SPRUCE
UP MY CUTFIT.
FLORA, WHAT
ARE YOU... EEXY

YEAH... WE
SHOULD PROBABLY
PLUT A WARNING ON

THAT THING.




Adragon... right in
front of me! And not

just any dragon...
The royal dragon!

I'd heard you'd gone
missing from the capital,
but | had no idea you
were here!

Princess, this is
such an honor. You're
an inspiration!

Oh... um...
t-thank you.

But I'm afraid
you've caused quite
a lot of trouble.

{ need you to come
with me for now.

Princess
Reni... used her
magic on me!
I'm being arrested...
by the princess! This is
the best... day... ev—

Well... this is
not how | pictured
%\ my day going.

Would someone
please lend her
_ their cloak?

Er... thank you for
the assistance, miss...
your highness.

S-sorry to bring
you out for something
so trivial. | figured better

safe than sorry.

Flease, just Reni is fine.
I'm not really nobility. And it's
no trouble. I'm only glad | could
settle this peacefully.

The captain is
kinda cute.

W  WellId better
W get back before the
tiger meeting starts!




O...kay. Just going
to suppress that.

<Ahem/- As
for you three...

Tell me: is what
she said true? Do
you have a wolf?

Mow if you'll Y
excuse me...

Oh, Daniels.
Good work getting to
the Ace in time.

Sigh...

Fifth time this week.
Of course he'd pick today too.
It's probably just kids cutting
through his fields again.

Should | check
it out, sir?

No, Reed can.
| have something
else for you.

Hey, relax.

Look, as faras I'm
concerned, you've got
diplomatic immunity.

Just keep it out of the
public eye, alright? Lotta
folk on edge right now.

Otherwise, welcome
to Edinmire.

On the way back,
though, | was stopped by
a farmer - OI' Rinehold.

He claims he saw figures
moving through his fields on the
outskirts near Riftwall... again.

He says it's
wolves this time.

I need you to go to
the docks. Find out what
ship the basitins arrived

on.. discreetly.

| want to know
where this wolf
of theirs is.




Here we are.
Shepherd's Square.

It's so strange,
seeing tigers interacting
with humans like this.
Unlike wolves,
tigers have always
been isolationists.

I'm going to find
out what's going on.

Flora, are you sure
that's a good idea?

It's fine, Trace. These
are my people.

< How bizarre, these humans.
I've never seen them so close before.
They really don't have tails? »

< One of my cousins swears
they do! But they always wear
clothes so you can't tell.

We have a bet that she
can get a guard out of his armor
before the first night. »

< Well, good luck to her.
Humans are as prudish as
they are repulsive. »

<Erm...

excuse me! » m




< Sorry, but If you
don’t mind me asking, what
is one of the tribes doing in

human territory?

I mean, | know you
were invited, but why agree?
Aren't you afraid the Templar

b might try something?

<Wha-? Accent?
| don't have an—»

<«Yeah, | hear it too!
She sounds... off. Just
a bit... human-ish, »

< Snrk... what is
that accent? »

<0h, | see. You're a
domesticated keidran. >

«What? Nol I'm
a natural-born iiger!
I'm not a slave! » MN-not

anymore...
<I'm not

a pet!!>

< Hun, your scent reeks
of human. Clearly you're
still someone's pet.»

« Mo offense! | think
it's adorable you still feel
like part of the tribe. Hold

on to that, sweetie.

< Don't be
mean, Iris!»

But I'm afraid we don't
have time to humor you.

Your masters have
important business with us
real tigers right now. »




Did you follow
us all the way from
the tavern?

W

And does your &
mom know you're §

out here?

<&niff= What are
you doing here?

Well, | guess
| can't blame you
too much.

Still, we should
probably get you back
to your momma.

| used to sneak
off all the time when
| was your age.

Though it was
usually to the woods,
not town square.

Sometimes
people say | sound
human too.

Well... there's nothing
wrong with that. Don't let
anyone tell you different.




Flora, how did
it go? Did they tell
you why they—

Yeah, turns
out they weren't
very helpful.

But | ran into
someone else along
the way!

Seems she tried to
tag along — without
momma cat knowing.

Oh. Well, should
we head back to the
tavern, then?

| think we're
better off if we stay
put for now.

| have a feeling
Adira will come looking, and
| don't want us to accidentally
pass each other.

All roads tend to
lead here, soit's the
best place to wait.

Say, who's

Hey! Looks like you're
g 5 the kid?

right, Flora. We all ended
up in the same place!

Oh, this is just
a friend we ran into
along the way.

Uh... who
are those two?




Er... hi, Keith. ! Y Whatsup
How's it going with... S : ’ \ with them?

ou-know-what?
y Do those two

Ehm... / : hy — not like each other
nothing yet. AN - or something?

at all. It's just...
complicated.

Whaaaaa~7?!

; Oh my goodness!
But they're both...

T-that's s0...
50... scandalous!

They're
different...

They were
once lovers.

|s that
really true?!

Okay...

maybe not. ...that one did
s 3 something stupid, and

It's just a lot is now too stubborn to
less dumb than the just apologize.
real reason... :

Sigh... boys.




~—

Ladies and gentlemen! /7

i
Humans and felines! l
T

Welcome!

~

Well, looks like

whatever's going on, j
it's starting.

-~ everywhere! -~
\.“ /4 L

g Wow!
f Lock at all the \’_;[O_ra_:'\ﬂ
% Floras! )
A 4h

¢ Oh my gosh, :

. Maddie!  That's almost
exactly what | said about\

/, basitins and Keiths! 5

=




—_— =y
<Maddie? \1/-—___-‘\"
Something
. the matter?

- .*-\

= If | may have
everyone's attention.
% | am Seer Brahn.

I want to thank you,
noble tigers, for accepting
our humble invitation.

And thank you,
good folk of Edinmire,
for welcoming them.

| know our relationship with o
the beast folk has been strained, But it's important
now more than ever. to remember that tigers
are not wolves,

And keidran,
like all people, are
not made equal.

.

.
H\ﬂ So, welcome,
friends.

N

Great.
The Templar.

Anyone else getting a
strange feeling of déja vu?




( | have a bad
feeling about this.
\ 9

Which Templar \)
is that?

25 SN

I've never seen
one in person before, /

-

to possess a unique magical
\ gift, and his is supposedly
precognition.

g | don’t know if | <
(buythat, though. Predicting )

( All five Masters are said

the future has always been
a fickle thing.

There are rumors
that he's just a front, and
that his true power comes

from his daughter.

I've heard that, despite
being blind, she can see through
the eyes of any animal she's
come into contact with.

That there is Brahn, the
Master Seer - one of the Grand
Templar's five lieutenants.

You'd never
know when you're
being watched.




Ah, there you
are, Flora! Looks
like | made it.

Oh, hello...
again, Keiren.

Everything alright
back there?

Still, you wouldn't
believe it. The whole incident was
SpEkad b}f a CJDUE:HE of those
island weirdos, the...

Oh. Well, you know, the
friends of my friend...

I'm not sure I'd
call us friends, Kei...

Oh, sure, just a

minor scuffle.
Mot a problem

for the guard!

| - | mean our time-
honored Basitin allies!

f Flora, you know
that guy?
Ny

Huh? You
mean Keith?

Yeah, we're friends.
It's... another long story.

Well, seems like you've

leaving the farm...

had quite the adventure since

Hopefully I'll get to hear all
these “long stories” one day.

P Atleast I'm here to see
this one. Today should be
a day to remember.




< Your words are like honey.
You speak of friendship.

But for many of my kind,
the only humans they know are
the cnes who steal our families

away in the night. >

< | had a feeling
< | ask, why now you'd say that.
should we listen to

your words? » And you're right. This will

require more than mere words.
It needs a show of faith. »

< Which is why
I've decided...

The practice of hunting
and trading feline keidran
will be abolished.

Wow. That's... certainly
going to cause quite an
upset if he’s serious.

he really be
sincere?

I'm surprised you're
not ecstatic, though. This
is great news, right?

¢« Now, this will
not be an easy change.
It will require time.

But | believe it's
time the Templar turn
over a new leaf, »




Daniels, what is it?
What's going on?

MNgh- Couldn't reach
the docks... magic circles
in the fields...

Whole city is
surrounded.

They were dressed
like Templar.

A They were cloaked,
| couldn't tell for sure.

<

But their emblems...
~ -

“ What is

the meaning
of this?!




Why would the
Templar do this? Something
doesn’t add up here.

Daniels, how
| soon until they
get here?

| swear, whatever this is.
it is not our doing!

< Pray you speak
the truth, human, »

¢ ...For we tigers here
are but a fraction of those
waiting at your borders.

If we should not return,
it will mean war. >

| don't actually
think they were coming
this way, sir.

| can't say for certain, but

\ it looked like they were cuttin
off routes out of the city. -
| saw them burning a .

line of fire through the fields,
heading down towards—

Sir, what should we do?
Don't the Templar technically
outrank... ngh... us?

Grand Templar himself!
. Assemble the guard.




Kathrin! Oh, Keith! There's
There you are! been a development.

How's Matani?

Is everything okay? Matani is... well, technically

fine. And awake! But...

Awake?!
How?

| found a new
soul willing to fill in for
my missing half.

Natani? Wait...
oh no, not again!

Hello, my

dear Keith. Actually,
I'm okay with this.

At least it's not
me this time around.

Does that make the wolf

a basitin general now?
Also, how does
that scar work?




You know, I've
always found magic
fascinating.

Of course, as
a slave, | was never
allowed to try.

But I'd sometime 3
sneak school books
from Roderik.

And now that I'm

free... maybe | could
learn some day?

| didn't mean right now!
W-what the heck is that?!

Wait here,
Natanil I'll be
right back!




Did | go drinking
last night? | don't...
feel right.

What the-7?
That’s... odd.

Hello? Keith?
Spots?

Zen? Zen,
where are you?

| get it. This
is in my head.

But then... why can't |
feel Zen? He's always in here
too, even when we're asleep.

But it's just... silent.

And if this is Y Why are
my mind... thase still
here?!







emain
calm! You're
safe inside the
walls!

Flora, we should
get out of here!

Mooneis ™
going anywhere. |

You Keidran were ’[/
fools to come.

~
'

50 too are the -

The Templar
will never consort
with beasts! And now you will
all burn together, fools
and traitors alike!




You will all burn
in the name of Grand
Templar Trace!

Gah! Don't drag

Hey, wait!
me into this! :

Where's="7




No one
will escape

our fire!




You couldn’t
help Laura!

You can't
help Natani!

You were once
Grand Templar.

What good
are you now?

Keith was right! All |
ever do is let people down.
| had to save someone!

What good am |, if all | do
is pretend I'm not here while
they're killing in my name?

Trace!
Your arm!

| can't keep
hiding. Not if it
means this!




My name
is Trace.

Better known
as the once Grand
% Templar Trace.
-

The same name
you called on to justify
your actions.

Grand
Templar Trace!
Could that Y s this part
really be him? ¢ of the plan?

And he will burn in
our fire like the rest!

But these
actions are not
my will!

So if you claim to
be followers of mine,
then | order you
to stop!

Grand Templar
Trace is dead. This one
is an imposter.

He must be.



| What do | do?

There's no way | can
shield against that many! Not
without losing contral.

But if | move, that

amount might take out
half the square!

| am the
Grand Templar,
You will
obey me!




q._...-”\._.-«,_'_,_,...-'-f

b //-"'_"“-\
2 It... it really .

f s him L/\
TSI Mobody said

1 anything about facing '
the Grand Templar! 4

Not yet! Stand
your ground!

Grand Templar




" Alright,

We should
Show them retreat!
some real fire
power!




‘--.__““‘

“., -,
Trace, that ™
was amazing! 7
\.\ _'/
~_ -

T
And you —
didn’t lose control j’
this time!

(" You... didn't, right?
You're still you?

Heh, yeah.
It's still me, Flora.

Mo shadowy
voices or anything.

¥ Dangit, Trace.
You really had me
worried again. |-

So much
for trying to
lay low.

~

Well, | for
one am grateful
you didn't.

AN




Thank you,
Grand Templar,
for my life.

To be honest, it was
not something | would have
expected from someone of

your reputation.

Oh, | knew
who you were.

But like | said back
at the tavern, | know
when not to pry.

| wish | had money to repay
you. But if my tavern still stands,
you'll always be welcome.

Oh, thanks!
But there's really
no need to—

See you around
Mr. Trace.

You don't seem
that surprised.

I've heard the stories
about you, of course, like
everyone else. But clearly

they can't be all true. e
| am one keidran,

at least, who is grateful
you've returned.




What... was 3 She was just Oh! Alright. Heh.

- L\ that all about? showing gratitude.
g ' In our way. For a second there,

| thought she was... uh...
propositioning me.

Well, like
| said, she's
a keidran.

| can't
believe it...
That runt who was
with Flora... was the | only ever saw
Grand Templar?! him the once, before he
became a recluse.

And Flora's just
casually talking with him!
She even hugged him!

Doesn't that girl
realize who he is?

Wait a minute... he's A position he still
Trace. The same Trace who

owns the Legacy Eslate. technically my boss.

holds. And that means he's

His estate is here
because he also held the
title of Duke of Edinmire.

You need

to see this!

It's the Templar
Miss Reni took out.

A boss | tried
to have arrested
earlier today!




We need to move!
There’s still at least two,
probably more— huh?

| sent for?
Wait, from...?

The Walfpens.

The relief units you sent
said you needed every able-
bodied soldier here. We were

told you'd been overrun!

| knew it! | knew
there was something
more to this!

Those rotten
fleabags!

| knew the Templar
wouldn't do this! This was
a setup from the start!
4

Dressing up as
Templar and attacking
the tigers while framing

us in the process!

Bastards!

{ Warden Tallon,

reporting!
" . We're the

reenforcements
you sent for!

Wha-7?
Relief units-?

What are you talking
about? | never sent any
relief units to...

... The Wolfpens!




All the wolves rounded
up in the southeast are being " Who

held in The Wolfpens! are you?!

If they break them
{ out... we're going to have
N awar on our hands!

Are you one
of them? Show
your face!

e R

G p: That's not '\
the worst of it, |
Captain! g

Captain, get
ahold of yourself!

It's Lt. Reed!

Fires have

" Fires are stil spreading also started up all
toward the harbour. We have | over the city!
to do something, or Edinmire

will be left crippled.

So what do we do?
Do we go after the wolves?
The docks? The city?

We can answer

guestions later. ' (f f.. 1.

- Let's get out : \
o of here while he's Captain! What

distracted. should we do?

We may be
keidran, but we
are tigers first.

| hold no love
for humans, but | will
defend my people.

But... you're...

As willl. The
Templar cannot allow
\ | these filthy imposters to
LS soil our good name,




What the hell
is going on?

How is there a
younger version of me
in my own head?

Who are you?

Are you the
reason I'm stuck
like this?

If you mean
stuck in your head,
then no.
I'm pretty sure having
Zen's mental crutch swept out
from under us did that.

If you mean stuck
looking like your normal
bosomy self...

...I'm guessing it's
because of how you
feel right now.

” ..And bam! You're
stuck with your... bountiful
womarnliness.

| do not feel
like a woman!

No, but without Zen
we're fEEHI'lQ [JFE.‘lty weak.

woman and weakness

And you consider )
in the same breath.

Sooo, your mind
just falls back on
what it knows. ..




Here, give me

your hand—

I don't need
to be mocked by my
own imagination.

And I'm not buying it.
Zen is here somewhere, |
know it. | just have to find

him and wake up!




(I knew it!

( | knew you still "‘)
\. had to be here! y

Oh, wait...
no it didn't. None
of this is real.

- #" You know, | love Zen too,
But what the : . but it's kinda weird to want him
hell is this?! Y. =" inside our head so badly.

Like | said,
we're cut off.

But maybe
l... can help?
Hint, hint.




Don't you
“hint hint” me!
I'm not an idiot, okay?
| know what you are, | see
where this is all going. But

I won't play along! I refusel

| refuse to let
S myself...

To let myself
be you again.

Look... | get it. \, That somehow this

You see accepting me 7 is going to end with you in a
as losing yourself. dress embracing all things
) girly or something.

You think of your
younger self as the scared
little girl Zen’s link saved

you from being.

...As a big brother protecting

But none of that is true. the only family he had left.

You remember yourself that
way, because it's how Zen
remembered you.

.,

Don't blame
Zen! He didn't see
.. Me as weak,

r

the only way
he could... A part of him will always think of us as his helpless
# baby sister. And the link burned that into your mind.




4 Are you saying
that | remember
myself wrong?

Probably more
than you realize.

A lot of blanks had
to be filled in after our
mind was shattered.

| know you blame me for
all the feelings you associate
with being a woman.

But truthfully, | don't \

think we're as different
\ / Natani, | didn't

as you believe. - "
¥ g cut my hair and dress
h \K/ like a boy just to join
' Zen in the guild.

Secretly...
| liked it.
What do [
you mean? | mean, | didn't mind

being a girl, but... | liked
being seen as a boy.

. -““\.
o, that's just ™

(n-nyself because | was how Zen saw it! |
h ¥

_‘f:lespe;ale! | had tc-L_ A \ never told him.z J/
= 2.""'--._,_____.--'"’,

\—V——""’#

Don't you see?
You're always giving Zen so
much credit for making you
. who you are now. 5

But the way you
see yourself... the feelings you
have, both masculine and, yes,

DCCaS-SIDnaH‘y' ferﬂinine.-. ) It all comes frolﬂn you




| always assu med\\
it was all Zen. That being
myself might have me go

. backto.. you know. ¢ Py
ey T ,/’"-__-“‘ 3
Yes. And | think =55
that fear is what's kept J'f.";' ot
you trapped here. /
You don't need

Zen to make you
who you are.

4 That's not to say

what you experienced with ,‘ :
Zen was not real. i -
-~ 4 " .-""—'-.-___--H""‘-
~~ The link will always be b <. '/I just hoped t:::-\\
a part of us. And the damage rermind you of that

to our mind, likewise, will never Where you came

b be completely healed. 2 ; ik from, and...
. i 74 <
But the choices you made ‘-) ...how to

and how you chose to act stand up on your

\_ onit.thatwasyou. / . OWn again.

l... I getit. I'm still not sure how X
| feel about you. But... you are a W _.andbecauseif ™
. Partof me. And you're right. 2 we don't, | suspect we'll
i Ineed to start end up bumning to death
‘K\ relying on myself. pretty soon. A

.

Because this is the
way it should be.




Okay, need to
get up to speed.
Lel's see...
No Zen.
No Keith. No...
clothes.

Kathrin?

<Hey, what's
going on, Kat?>

) Yﬁﬁ:]kl :IO?-": lllung [ %0 worried! You just fe
th and | tried to look after y
finally reached the land and
ere was an explosion and smokd
ks and | couldn't find Mike or Evd
eryone else was already on shorg
ouldn’t just leave you here so [
NATANI! gag you but you were too heay
didn’t know what else to dg
fou were going to dig

me...
was | out for?
And what's with all
the smoke? You burn a
cake or someth—:>

O...kay. Pretly sure
even if | knew Human, |
wouldn't have got that.

Also personal
space!




<| wish Keith was
here. He went ashore

to find help for you!>

/" <Ashore?!
How long was
| out?>

<I'm so
relieved!

Keith and | took
turns, every day,
caring for you.
And | tried to do
everything | could to
keep you healthy. >

_x

<Don't worry,
though! Everyone
else left—>

<Ages! How
do you feel? Are
you in pain?>

<Actually, | feel...
surprisingly okay.

Maybe a little weak,
but... it's like a fog's been
lifted. One | didn't know

was there.

<And I'm... really
grateful! But... could you
please get off me now?

I'm feeling
pretty exposed at
the moment. >

<(D-ph! Right, sorry!
Let me help you up!*

<0h no! | forgot!

We need to go, right
now! There's smoke and fire
coming from the docks!

| don't know where it
came from but | think the
ship could be next!>

Yep, there's
the pain.




<Are these the
new robes you were
making for me?>

<Well, yes, | finished
them and your smallclothes
while you were out.

But this is
no time to be
dressing!>

<|I'm not going to
leave them behind!

You said this stuff
was ﬁreprool. right? »

«Come on,
where is...7*

<Here, hang
on to this! I'll be
right back!>

<Natanil!
Where are you
going?!

The stairs are
this way!>

<Keith would never
forgive himself if
he lost this.
And | think
we can both agree,
he's been through
enough. >




<Don't thank
me yet.

Looks like you

were right - the ship’s
going down. »

Just hang on
to me, okay?>

<0h. Right,
of course.
This is... probably
a bad time to mention
I'm not a very strong
swimmer. »

<Come on,
let's go!>

<But... that
was the way to
the stairs!

How do we
get out now?!:




Mike, Evals! Ali; 1 za8 ERC.3
) fine. Great.
There you two are! )

"JI
. What happened? Master!

| don't know, )
it happened
.. 5o fast.
.
We '[I'I;;:;\
save whalt we could,
but there was barely

‘\\ﬁme to get out! 1 v

-

"“-_._‘_‘_‘_____'__,_,.-""-

| don't care
about the damn
paintings!

.

Where's

Kathrin?! ... | thought

she was taking the wolf
ashora with the Basitins
to find help?

Speaking
of Basitins...




They're still
_on the ship!

We've got to
get them out!

No!No, | can
8, still get to them!

It's right there!
Let me go!

1 £
J NG
o,
E

The docks are
already falling apart!

You won't
make it!

Please!

e

N I'm so close!

s | can save her!
\ I can save—!




... | couldn't
save him...

| couldn't stop it
from happening again.

Just like Alaric...
and Laura.
Mo matter how hard | try
to stop it, everyone | get close
to ends up the same way...

<Wow, glad no one
else was on that thing. ,:'

> Urgh... I think | &"“\\
/ underestimated just how
hard swimming for two would
be... especially given the
circumstances. Haa...

Y

¥ You okay -
there, Kat?> [ 8
. <Oh, hey
o Keith. Huff...
Wil ; ¥
y t; Sorry to keep
. 5 you waiting, What
TR 2 - : PR
. o <1 think did | miss?
I swallowed
a figh...»

«Hah, lucky.

I'm starving. > Keith?
Where? 1
"“"--._.--'"".-.




<| thought
'\ you were dead.

| didn't know
how to help you.

And then... you
just get back up on your
own, just like that...»

<Well, to be fair,
coming back was a
little more involved
than “just that.”»

Py

<What's the matter, '
Keith? Aren't you happy
to see me?:>

Erg! Kathrin,
You're okay!

<Gah!
The face!

Why always
the face?!»

" <But, you
know me.
¥ I'm not one to
D|EY the damsel
in distress.

| missed you
too, Keith.»

| just realized my face was...

<Uh, speaking of damsel,

your chestisn't...>

<0h... yeah. There...
wasn't a lot of time. And
Iiving seemed more urgent

than getting dressed.

Sigh... | guess
the jig is up.>




<\We can still try going <L ook...
with the old... Basitin
you-know-what?>

Keith made How | look is...
There's... no that up to cover just how I've always
such thing as “Basitin for me. I've always been, okay?>

black magic.” ~___ [ preferred to seen

as aguy... .

«The other : ) \_‘—_-_—./
Basitins wont ) T e

buy that.
Sigh...
forget it.r_)_/

B-but
this really isn't

the time!
I may be out of the

loop, but clearly there's more
important stuff going on right
now than my bosom.

So, I'd appreciate it
if we could just... not make
a big deal about it.

<Miss Natani! You <%ou can start

saved Kathrin's life! b}: ngl r:alling me
miss" again. :
| am in your debt. . v
If there's ever any way And don’t. Even. Think

| can repay you...> about asking me to pose for

\V_// one of those paintings. >

<0-of course!
I... would never
consider it!»

What?!

Mo Basitin
black magic?! That's
impossible!

- What if... he
. 5 spent so long as a girl,
I didn't just B he's started believing he
spontaneously turn always was one?
into a girl one day
for no reason! That poor
sexy bastard.




<Wow, Natani.
You're handling this all...
surprisingly well.
Are you.., sure
you're alright? You seem
a little... different.>»

< D-different
bad?:

<Mo, no! Just...
unexpected, »

<Hey, don't get me
wrong! I'm not exactly
happy about this.

But... | gotta admit,
it's better that it happened
now than before, what with...
well, 'l tell you later.

For now,
where are we?

| must have been out
for a while. What's with the
dock? And the fire, and...

a little less girly, huh?>

<Hey, give
me a break!

| just spent the
last week thinking
I'd lost you.

| was a little
more concerned about that
than | was about personal
grooming, idiot! >

<What is this? You look like
a goat! Trying to make yourself

< Pfff,
you sap. >

>

<T-that... was just
for making you worry.

I'm sorry | put you
through that. »

EVERYONE

<Looks like we're STAY WHERE

both going to have to keep
putting up with each other
for a while longer.»

YOU ARE!






Thomas Fischbach
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errour years, the I'Ii.‘;w book is ready! And you'll be
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behind story and characters.

+ ANNIVERSARY CAST POSTER

Included FREE to those who preorder
any of the book bundles.

THOMAS FISCHBACH

The Art of Twokinds Vol 1 11x17 Cast Poster



They've
Step away burned down half
from the wolf, the harbour! Look! There's
Basitin! another one over

What? Me?!
I'm not a wolf!

Look at the floppy ears!
_ See? Friendly doggy!

Stop this T-these Keidran are
at once! innocent! They are... currently
property of the the Vaughan
Trading Company.

They are not your
enemies!

Neither )
'\ is the wolf.
Attack him, and
you attack an envoy of
the Basitin Empire.

T-the Basitin ' You see? Lies! Both
Empire? ' of them! Like we'll believe
some filthy non-humans and
wolf sympathizers!

.Wait, him?

But... it's got... Cut them down!

Avenge Edinmire!




5 Happy Hallfaween!



Grand
Templar!

: Captain,
t’ Floral tell your men to
back off. These
people are my

allies.

| told you to
STAND DOWN!

Grand
Templar?!

I will not allow any
more insubordination!
No one acts without my
say so, understood?

H-how can we be
sure this isn't another
wolf trick?!

| believe the Legacy
Estate has a dungeon.
We could...
“surrender” to you,
and be taken there to

| apologize for my men.
But you must understand,
they just saw their homes
attacked by wolves.

<So... what's
going on?>

<They want to
arrest us, but it seems
like Trace is going to
arrest us first.>

With all due respect,
“allies” or not, | can't allow
canines in the open. Not
now. Itll incite panic.

We have to
take them in!

Mot going
to happen!

Itis, after all,
where you were
headed anyway,

is it not?

If... | might offer
a suggestion!




Epilogue R .
/ You said we were only
to be unmasked. You never
said anything about facing the
Grand Templar, much less

a bloody dragon!
Brahn! Y i

-~
~

I_I.c+st c_:n_.e of my b j /" FORMER
men back there, i : Grand Templar.

Besides, what's one
wolf to a prison full?

From what | hear, your
“pack” is breaching the

hl.rglfpen as we SF'EEI'L Thanks to you, the Tigers

now see your kind as traitors,
Nevertheless...  and Trace was forced to become
involved, as | foresaw.

On the
| suppose this contrary.
is the point where Let it never be
you double-cross said that | am not
me, too? true to my word.

The payment you > o i
requested: one flawless ( | hope it was
Wi

orth betraying your )

crystal amulet, enchanted
pack mates.

exactly as you asked.

It took a tearn of
our best mages weeks
to weave the magic.

Hmph. Says the :
man who allowed his own J
city to be attacked. _,-'

Besides, I'm
‘ only half wolf.

And my fox
half is just fine
with this.




Chapter 19
REUNIONS



Sigh... please tell
me we're close to this
Lyn'knoll place.

You're not the one
.-'ugg:’ng around all the
camping supplies!

Mope. But I'm
pretty sure that's Barrow
Rock over there.

Relax, Maren.

Once we reach the
border city we'll be there Easy for
before we know it! Aol YOU to say...

Hey! Keep your < _ \ ‘Sides, Sythe and
voice down! Soldiers | o | already had a turn, it's
sometimes patrol too heavy for Karen, and

these roads. 2\ Raine's still injuried.

Need | remind S F ' Dcrr]'t worry.
YOu, our group is We're going to restin...
currently 50% wolf three more miles!

right now!

Say, Raine. i _
| wanted to ask : So say you got with
about your shape Sythe and then changed
shifting... back. Would you have
That cut on your humans or puppies?
stomach... would it still be &
there if you were to turn
human again’?

Don’'t ask stuff

like that!
Er, yes, | think any

changes remain.




Hey, speaking of my
kin, our new mutual friend has
barely spoken a word since we
put the shackle on him.

What happened
to that charming
rogue act?

| dunno.
| don't trust it.

This lake
looks cool!

Woah! Hey
guys, check
it out!

Barrow Rock might be
inactive, but there's sure to be
springs around here that could

still melt your skin off!

Well, your
little friend doesn't
seem to mind.

Don’t touch it,
you idiot!

could have \
been boiled
alive!

As much as |
hate to agree with a
rodent, I'm setting my

tent I"Ight here. If I'm to die,
at least I'll be

warm.




| wish my shoes
still fit. How do Keidran
stand walking barefoot
all the time?

You get
used to it.

But I must
admit, it's nice to
take a load off.

Ugh. | don't
know if I'N ever
get used to it.

It's still so strange
to see you this way,
with all that... fur.

Sorry. | know
it bothers you.

But believe me, if

you think that's awkward,
try being the one who has

to wear the f—

Maren! W-what
are you doing?

Brushing
you.
Your fur is tangled
and matted all over. You

clearly don't know how
to care for it.

Don't take
this the wrong way,
but | used to have a
dog | groomed all
the time.

Dishevelled
fur is kind of a pet-
peeve of mine.

It's why | try
to avoid looking
at Sythe.

You know
you love it!

So hold still
and let me know
if this hurts.

This... this )
is nice.

'\\‘_-




Oh, I'm going
to need this out
of the way.

Wha-?

Yeah! Besides,
how are you going
to get in the spring

otherwise?

Relax, we're
all friends here!

HE‘}'..
don't sweat it,
Raine.

Whatever makes
you comfortable.

Don't do that!
The guys are right
over thare!

Ui,
Raine...

You're

covered in fur,
remember?
Mothing's going
to show.

l... | know.

Modesty's kind of
silly at this point.

Especially with all
the time we've spent
camping together.

I'd just...

prefer

to keep it on for now.
It helps me feel a little

maore...

human.

Although, even
with the top...

You know there are
also rows going down
her stomach under

that fur, right?

On me too,
technically.

I kmow you're
lying just to mess
with mel

Hey;, | just figured
if you're still interested in
Raine, you should know
all the... perks.




So what's the
deal with these floating
rocks anyway?

It's because the
magic is coming up
from the earth.

Places like
these are where it's
finding a way out and

being released.

Ah! Maren!

Eheh! No. No.

It might help a
tiny bit, but even if | had full
control of my magic, | certainly
couldn't do that.

I'm afraid it... ngh...
\ doesn't work like that!

Sorry to disappoint, but
the magic here just causes
fluctuations at best.

Eh. Stuff's always
floating around volcanoes.
This is nothing.

You should see the
boulders floating around
Fike's Pass.

7 Oh. Well, .
B they justdo. e
| dunno. e

Oh! Oh! Does that
mean your magic is all
super-charged here?

Maybe you
can teleport us all
to Edinmire!

Aw... but... your
mom was a super powerful
Grand Templar! And Euchre

was powerful too!

Magic parents, plus

magic place, means Super
Magical Raine, right?

Maren, g-go
a little easier,
please!
What? It
just a tail.




Hey, Natani.
Another upd ate.

=y

: ?-" " Thought again
i/ about running for it, but as
much as it pains me to admit,
| do need these guys.

They have my map
and supplies. They know
the way and they know

Trace and Flora.

They can get me
to you if | can just keep
being patient.

But... what
if I'm wrong?
What if I'm talking
to no one? What if | can't
hear you because this thing
severed the link?
What if | get
it off just to find
out you're...

That you're...

A on your end.

Still no luck getting
this thing off without

them noticing.
Rocks make

a lot of noise.

| just wish | knew
what was happening

just blocking your thoughts
from getting through...

[

" )
e

| keep telling
myself this stupid thing is
A
A _

Rrraaah!
<Natani! Please!
Just say something!>

Hey! | don't
know what you just
said, but pipe down

over there!




<Matani?
What is it?>

<l... | just
heard Zen!

He's still blocked
for some reason,
but maybe...>

Zen, if you can hear me,
do not go to Edinmire!

Do not go!

It's not safe for
wolves right now. | mean,
more so than usual.

I'm not there, anyway.
I'm in a carriage headed
to the... uh, Legacy...

I'm headed to the
Grand Templar's place!
It's outside the city, north,

in the mountains.

Go there! Just do
not enter Edinmire!

Natani's okay!

Oh, thank you!

Gods, masks,
whatever!

<What... did |
imagine that?

Mo, no! It was
Matani! | felt it, just
for a second!>

Don't worry, Nat. Your
big bro will be there soon.
I'm almost to Edinmire!




| can't believe
I'm stuck here on
babysitting duty. | know someone
had to, but Edinmire's
still burning. | should
be down there!

Besides, there's
something weird going
on with these two...
If | didn't know better,
I'd think they were... no, no,
stop imagining things.

Trace, that The Templar know
Brahn guy has we're here now. They might
me worried, be tied up with the wolves at ‘
the moment, but...

You know
he's going to try
something.
| know, Flora. But
the guard still seems to
recognize my authority.

Them keeping an eye
on Matani means themn also
watching out for us.

Just be - : Heh.
careful, Trace. ; Don't worry.

I'm not going to let | have no
them take you away intention of leaving
from me again. ¥ your side.

Ah, jeez! 4 g W 1
Ub 1 . . o~ x A We are? But
O-qh. Looks like we're YL | don't see any—
coming up on the estate! .woah.
Thank the gods....




LH... FLORA?
EVERYTHING CKAY?

P UH-HUH. I NOTICE
[ YOU HAVEN'T TRIED PUTTING

|\ THE ENCHANTED MISTLETOE
'\ UP AGAIN THIS YEAR. CURSED MISTLETOE

IS MORE LIKE IT.

_—

MEH, T GIVE UP.

ITS JUST GOING
TO BACKFIRE AGAIN LIKE
IT DOES EVERY YEAR.

THERE WAS AT
LEAST ONE COUPLE 1
WAS HOPING YOU'D TRY

BESIDES, T THINK IT ON THIS YEAR.

I'VE LEARNED MY LESSON.
MAGICALLY INDUCED KISSES
NEVER END WELL.

MORE LIKE THEY
ALWAYS END ON
YOUR END, EW?

WELL... MAYBE
IT DOESN'T ALWAY'S
GET IT WRONG.




The Legacy Estate

Yes? | mean, tachnically
the land is part of it too, but
that's the main house.

House?
That thing is
a castle!

l... wouldn't presume
to know, sir. Though, | have
heard you would often host
guests of... unusual size.

Why in the
world did | need
a place that big

just for me?

Oh!

Speaking of,
there's Reni now,
| suppose she must
have flown ahead
to meet... with...

Sir Tempfar,
Guardswormnan!
Greetings!

I - [ was just...
waiting for you!




Lt. Alice Reed,
guard resanve,

reporting!

Uh... Princess
Reni. Dragon.

It's an honor,

Mi eni,
ss Re Not... well,

How are things I'm afraid.
in the city?

There are still
fires burning around
Shepherd's Square.

But the Wolfpen
was their true objective.
No telling yet the extent And with wolves
of the breach. disguised as humans,
no way fo know where
else they might be.

Anyway, | was
told prisoners were being
sent here. So I've come to

lend my protection.

Forgive the
suspicion...

...50 [ may
ensure you are
who you claim

to be.

But | must ask
you to let me into
your mind...




You've
o e been through
Basifin! . a lot.

Still. | sense
there’s -‘_'\‘CIJ’]’?E"H?I'HQ
you're trying to hide.
Whatever it is, | ask
you show me!

O-okay, now-
| wait!...Nora?

Sorry! That... I-1
didn’t think you... with

a Keidran?! Oh, my...

Y Ma'am? Are
W you alright?




Ehem.
{ apologize.

If you wish, I can
try to fill you in later on
anything you need.

But for now...

May | please have
your permission to rest
here in your home for

the time being?

Ah, speaking
of which... Well, this place
sure beats the pants

It fooks like the off my manor

rest of them have
finally arrived.

! suggest
we take this
inside.

It seems you
are indeed who you
claim fo be.
Though the

circumstances are not
quite expected.

Nevertheless, if
Lady Nora vouches for
you, then that is good

enough for me.

Thank you.

It's been a long
day. | suspect you
and your... uh...

Companions
feel the same.

<Guess
this is it. Hm.

Mot a bad place to
get imprisoned. »

<Oh, great,
another giant
lizard.»




Ah, master. | see
you've finally retumed...
guite a lot later than

scheduled.

I'd heard you'd died.
What a shame.

Guardswoman, if
you find me threatening,
| weep for Edinmire.

Ah'm Rose—er, Iam
ROSEWH. the seneschal
of this residence.

All domestic
wolves were
relocated!

Well, come in,
it's cold out there.
I'll make tea.

How is it you
were not taken with
the other wolves?!

If your guards
think they could take me
from this place, | would be

very impressed.




This entrance
is huge!

As | said,
dragon-sized.

I's been a fad :
among nobles to be able to
host such guests, no matter

how unlikely that is.

... Though in your
case, | suppose it's
more legitimate.

Woah, hey

It's one fad
! actually do
appreciate.

I can't even count the
number of times I've hit my
head on a door frame.

Well, should
be plenty of guest
rooms. After today,
I'm exhausted.

No one is going

now! That wasn't | in the dungeons.
part of the deal. ; o
This is my house
The arrangement was: 4 {apparently) and therefore
we allow you to stay here, they are my guests.
if you and your wolf friend
stay in the dungeons.

Remember? / Blul Cap!ain
Keiren said—!

Ms. Reed,
It's okay.
I know for a fact now
they have no connection /' The wolf
fo the city affacks. from before!

#

And I can keep -
my eyes on everyone ;

regardless of where
they are.

Yes, | made
sure of it.

T:fmugh you are Once he is secured,
mistaken, Trace. I hope to learn more about
what's behind this aftack.

The dungeons here
will still see use,




