Wait. Miss...
Raine, was if?

One last thing. That
fox, Carver... do you know
where he ended up? I'd like 7 I'm afraid
to find him, if possible. | don't know.

Damn...
What a trip. |
That girl... &

Silverlock...
related to former
Grand Templar
Silverlock?

Well, that's

' just not fair.

| just wanted him
as far away as possible,
but my magic surges are
unpredictable.

Honestly,
he could be
anywhere...

Hm, | need
to get back and
tell the boss.

...Leaving out
the part where | was

defeated by a woman

and a squirrel...

See, sis? | told you
there was a Keidran
on the beach!

What are
you doing on our
island, fox?!

Where am |,
anyway?







Urgh...
My head...

Wah! Who...
Matarni?

Why did you
make yourself
look younger...

and a girl?

Well, my head hurts.
Leg hurts too, now that
I think about it.

Also, | might

be hallucinating.
... Two Natani...

You were hurt

pretty bad. Kat can

explain more.

Open your
ayes, idiot.

Welcome back
to the land of the
living, big bro.

Uh, I'm

over here. That's... well...

basically a piece of
myself from before
the link.

Man, Zen,
you got ripped!
Mice abs!

It's a long
story. How are
you feeling?




<Oh, hello! <You're

The infamous looking more ; - :
brother, awake coherent. So... what's

s the damage?>
at laet, Mice to

finally meet you
in person.

I'm Kat.»

<Well, you'll be happy
to know you haven't
lost your leg yet!»

<But... | am afraid
you won't be walking
any time soon, Miss Raine
kept checking in on you.
Whatever she gave you
was strong stuff. »

<Qver a day!

You have
an infection, and a
fever. You'll need to

stay in bed.> y
<You... were

actually in and out
- a few times, but you
<That explains \"'_. e — : = weren't... well...»
the headache.

How long ] ot \
was lout?> /B <Hm? | don't
[ \ ] remember. | didn't
do anything weird,

<Ah... extra
pillows... thank you
Raine...?

Raine and
those aren’t ¢M-nol
pillows! [ Mothing!>

...But now I've got
a shirt, just in casel




<Ewver since our
folks died... I've tried
to be the brother dad told
me to be. But | just...
| don't know.

| keep
screwing up.

<Raine and the
others are the ones you
should be thanking.

Their magic is
dulling the pain.

I'm just... well, to
be honest, with my sewing
room sunk, I'm just trying
to stay useful. >

QOur minds are
joined again, but...
Matani almost seems

better for having been
apart from me. >

<Mot exactly
something | was
qualified for.

So... you have
my thanks.

<¥ou have
been.
| didn't just
mean for this.
| wanted

to thank you for
helping MNatani. >

<| think it’s helped,
having other people to
open up to for once.
Especially
regarding...>

<You know... the
girl side of things.
The “girl talk.”>

I'm glad Matani
found friends to lean on
when... you know, | get my
leg burnt off and can't
be leaned on.>







Karman,
you can't just go
around grabbing

Basitin ears!

But why?
What's the
big deal?
You just can't,
Alright? Now go on,
kid, we're ealing.

Well...
usually...

No, it's not a
“sex thing"! -l mean it feels

nice... but not like
how you're thinking!
It's just... calming...
affectionate.

It's only ever
done between close
family, like a parent to

a young child, or...

...you know...
someone special.

And cerainly
not betweaen
two girls!

That'd be...
:'nappr opriate.

Hmph...
Basitins are
weird,

... Still tempted
to touch...




So what's the
deal with that weird
looking Basitin?
Why is his ears ' How... where
all floppy and- d did everyone go?

What?

Hm?
Flor— Ch. Hey, Have you

Keith. seen Flora

around?

She's not in the
dining room.

Maybe you
could try asking
your servant?

Eugh... please don't doing that!
call her that. It's awkward...
| hate the idea of someaone... And please,
belonging to me, My stop calling me
apologies, master.
Besides, | don't master.
know how to find Rose
either, even if | wanted
to ask her.

Just use
Trace.

... well...
if you insist.

Do you know
where Flora is?

| know where
everyone is. | can
show you to her.




Miss Roselyn...
I'm sure by now
... was actually o you've noticed that I've
hoping for a chance to 4 lost my memories.
talk with you, alone.

Well... | did think
at first it might have been
an act. Feigning ignorance in
order to lure those guests
in for some purpose.

But evidently not.

You truly
remember

nothing?
Just... hits

and pieces.

Flora wants me to
leave the past behind,
but | think ignoring it

is a mistake.

Nol Of

o 1
course Not | want to know

who | was, so | understand - I'm not sure how much
what it is I'm fighting against! ' | can tell you - you were quite
And hopefully fix some of paranoid by the end - but tell me
the prablems | caused! what you do remember, and |
can try to fill in the gaps.

| was
hoping you
could help.




The last time
| saw you was in
the spring.

You'd left in
an awful hurry,
but | didn't think
anything of it at

the time.

You'd often be
away for weeks or
months on Templar

business.

Yes! She's
been with me from
the very start.

Oh, that...
| mean, it must
be obvious...

Flora and |
are together.

| only learmned you The first thing | can
were missing when remember is waking up
some of your... friends in an empty field. | think
began poking around, it was spring.
looking for you.

Do you
remember
where?

| see. .
: e Uh... it was
Thet mekes just a forest.
Sense.
Maybe Flora
rmight know.

together ever since. I'm not
sure where |'d be right now
without her.

What... exactly is the nature
of the relationship between you
and that... young lady?

T-together?! But...
4 not seriously, right?

Uh, yeah, it's
pretty serious.

s | ..Should |
_ Infact, since everybody's | have not said
finally here in one place, and I'm
not sure how long that'll last, I've
actually been thinking...

Maybe now might
be the right time for me
to finally... propose.




Ms. Roselyn?!
Are you okay?

| didn’t mean
to upset you... Look.
forget | said anything
about marria—

Gods, of

Marriage!
all people...

Ah-hahahaha!
You?! With... with
a Keidran?!

The Templar
Tyrant... and a
tigress...

7" Anditd be
[ the second Grand
% Templarin a row!

The Fates truly
do have a sense
of humaors!

Though
no one would
know it...

You couldn't find a more
effective way to throw the
world into hysterics!

Wolves'd probably think it
was some sort of alliance, humans
might suspect you were brainwashed,
and tigers... they wouldn't have
a clue what was goin’ on!

Alright -
: h liant
alright, | get it. Oh, it's brilliant .
IESCsy What Ah wouldn't give

to see the heads of those
stuffed-shirts and Templars
explode from the news!




Ahem... | mean,

Mo, no!
It's fine!

I... apologize for

the outburst.

From everything |'ve
heard about my old self,
working for me couldn’t

have been easy.

If | ever hurt
you, I'm sorry.

| don't want you to
be afraid to speak your
mind to me now. | won't

get mad, | swear.

You... have no idea
how weird it is to hear you
talk like that. You really aren't
the old Trace | knew.

Over the years,
I've learned to never get
my hopes up, but..

Honestly,
I'm happy to see
a less formal side
of you.

You don't have
to put on an act
for my sake!

...What the heck,
Call me Rose.

Although, as long as
we're being honest, just
between you and me...

The “act"...

Secretly... Ah kinda
get a kick outta it. You know,
playin’ the stern old lady.

It's usually the only fun
| can get, so I'd like it if you
didn't let on otherwise.

And | promise,
I'll do whatever | can to
make up for the things
I've done.

Oh, o-of
course! ... Rose.




<0Oh, good.
My dear brother
has arrived. >

<Hey, Kat.
<He's on the other
side of the door trying

to think up leg puns.> Nice shirt.>

<Oh right, <l know it's been
that... mind- a while, I'll leave you
thingy.» two to catch up.

Call for me if you
need anything!>

<Eheh...
T-thanks,
Natani.
Zen's
looking good
so far, Just a
mild fever,»

You know <Yeah, | know,
hitting me in here : | know, believe me.
doesn't actually do |

anything. | messed up,

I'm sorry. >

Yeah, well...
I'd feel bad actually
hitting you while you're ;
already injured. That's for being
an idiot, getting that
damn shackle put on
in the first place.

o

<But... it all
worked out in the
end, right?

So, are you going to
fill me in on what | missed?
Your memaories are... more
closed off than usual. »




There's been...
quite a few changes
recently you missed

out an.

If Kat didn't tell
you, | guess the biggest
one would be that...

Well... the
secret's out.

Yeaaah. \
Pretty much. £

Well, actually,
I'm not sure if Stripes
or her human actually
saw it, but...

While they're both a
little dense, even if they didn't
\ notice my scent that day I'm
! sure word has spread.

Huh, weird.
| wonder if the link is
weaker... or if my mind
is stronger, now?

You mean...
everyone knows
that you're...7?

Wow... | can't
believe it.

You really didn't
know? You usually root
through my mind right

away for this stuff.

Mo, like | said,

your memaories are closed
off to me. | figured you were

| could have keeping me out.
{8 pushed, but | didn't
B want to pry.

So... how did
people react?
Oh, well...

I'm not sure. I'm
still kinda waiting for the
blowout from it.

Mo one's said
anything to my face vet, but
I can tell some of them look

at me different, now.

| hate that they
act different. What does it
matter to them whether or
not | have breasts?

Especially the
Basitins and Blondie's
ship hands.




<Don't sweat it,
Matani. It's just new for
\ them. They'll get over
it eventually. >

Hmph.
<Yeah, sure.»

‘Hey!
A little respect!

If it weren't for me,
we'd both be charred
wolves b}l‘ NOW. »

<But relax, bro.
I'm not a separate
person - just a tiny
fractured bit of our

subconscious.

| won't get
in the way...
promise.>

<50... | know we
usually avoid the subject,
but this other you... does
she... change things?

About... you

<Are you
asking if this means
I've given in to the
girly side?:

<Do people who :
care ever really just S <l forgot
"get over” tits?> : about you.>

<Natani,
how long is this
thing going to be
in here?

Can't you...
dismiss her ar
something? >

<0Oh yeah, that's
encouraging.

Hrmph... | still feel
like I'm outnumbered in
my own head now. Don't

exactly like that.

But... if it means
your life isn't as tied to the
link as it was, then... that’s

good, at least.»

<| mean, | do feel less
self-conscious about my body.
At least in front of one person...

But | do still think
of myself as a guy.>

<S50 don't expect

me to start acting dainty or

-\ wearing women's clothing
B all of the sudden.>

<Heh, fair enough.
Honestly, if you did suddenly
start acting feminine, I'd be
very concerned. >




<\Well, good to
know the more things
change, the more they
stay the same. >

«Y-yeah,

<The thought of ridiculous!>

you owning anything
frilly... hah! That'd be
the day!>

<Right,
there is...
..0NE maore
thing you should
know, before he
gets here...»

<What?! No!!
Of course not,
you idiot!>

¢Not in the
way you're
thinking!>

<There has been...
developements you
missed, regarding Keith,
which I'm sure you'd find
out sooner or later. >

<Ever since the ship fire,
we've... kinda been a little
mare honest with ourselves,
and... more open about it.:

<So, | guess you could say
we're... well... y-you know...»

<0Oh gods, did
you sleep with
the Basitin?!»




<Y-you're
not seriously, <! don't know!
considering it, ...Maybeee?>
are you?>»

i <It's not like I'm making
plans or anything. It's just... the
way things've been going...
I'm... thinking about it

| mean... It's
not really any of your
business, but—

<Our minds are linked
log&ther. | think it is my business!
What happens if | go through your
memories and see that?!

<Wha- then don't go
through my memories! That's
your first reaction to this?!

<But... what if you
lose concentration and can't
keep your mind blocked while
you're in the middle @
<We are not
discussing th—

Keith!>
U-uh...

¢<|- | can come
back later...>

<H-how long have
you been there?

How much
did you hear?!>

<Me? Nothing!
MNothing at all!>




The count's not
changing, but... it
doesn't feel right.

Y Why am | having so
much frouble mapping
this place out?

It's like my
N eyes aren't seeing
something...

What'cha up to,
Madness?

Basitin military
business! Go bother
someone else, kid.

Alright,

let’s try this

again...

One, two,
three, four,
five...

Six rooms in
the second floor
east wing...

There's something
off about this place...
| can sense it...

...Just like | can sense
someone trying to sneak
up on me again—

I'm sixteen. Aren't
you supposed to be
younger than me?

What's a little
girl doing in the military,
J \- anyway? | thought Basitins
N were all supposed to be
tough warriors.

You're kinda...
shrimpy.




Man, this is
the life, huh?

No work to do,
sleeping in as much
as we want...

| always knew
being free would be great,
but | never imagined it'd
be this good!

I'll teach you to call
me a pint-sized excuse
for a Basitin!

| don't think
we should get too
used to it...

But yeah, .
compared to the ship,
it's definitely a lot more

peaceful around here.

I never
said that!

Ah... I'm gunna miss
this when we all start going
our separate ways.

Eh, Mike?

Anyway, I've heard
there’s a grand spa bath
somewhere in this place.

That's what | need!




Rawr I'm a
tiger shark!!

Oh, it's just
you twao, Sorry,
| thought...

Have you
seen Trace
lately?

“Oasis” is right!
What is this? Are
we outside?

Can't be,
It was snowing, and
the manor’'s nowhere
near a beach.

But | can smell
the ocean... and it
feels warm...

Can't say | have,
Thanks for soaking
my new robes, by
the way.




Man, now
this... this is
freedom.

" I'm still a little
confused where
“here" even is.

| could stay

here forever. Did we

actually leave
the estate?

I'm pretty sure it's just
a really big room made to
look like a real beach, using
some kind of magic.

Don't try to
run foo far down
the shaore. You will
hit a wall.

..Don't ask
me how | know
that...

It feels real
enough to me.

| don't see why
Trace even bothered
S with all the tyrant stuff when
bl he could have been kicking
back in his own personal
paradise at home!

He did end
up losing the one
person he'd hoped
to enjoy it with.




/ You've been
down practically
since we got
here.

I've just
been thinking.

Mostly about
where we're going
from here.

/ This might
be the last time
we see...

A ot of us,

Yeah, | guess, .
but why worry
about it?

There's still
plenty of time. It's
not like we're in
any rush.

|, for one,
can't wait to head
for home.

Wait... you're not
planning to continue
on with us?

FPff, no.
I've heard your

plans. I don'tintend to go
traipsing through tiger territory
chasing after some mythical village
where everyone supposedly
lives in harmony.

-
But dog territory
is on the other side of
the world. How are you

. going to get there?

By sea,
of course.

Eric's got contacts.
He told me he might be
able to pull some strings

once the port's fixed.

Eric?!

We just freed
you from him, and
you're going back to

him for help?

| don’t like Eric.

But as much as | hate to
admit it, | trust him more than
| would any other random
captain out there.

Eric's a lot of things,
but he's not a liar. When
he says he knows a gal who
can smuggle me home
safe, | believe it.

Home... I'm as far
as |'ve ever been, but
I've never felt closer.




Evals, I'm glad
you're happy.

But | think you should
be careful not to get your
hopes up too high,

you are. When | first But I had .
escaped, | wentback  no friends, and | | was just... alone.

to my peaple too. never found any |1Ididr‘l't tl.lt’lr‘n out like
of my family. I'd hoped it would.

Back home, | had over two dozen brothers and sisters, and twice as many
cousins! Everyone was family. And | kmow they're still out there, somewhere.

Yeah, okay, but then | was the only one dumb enough to wander too far out and get caught.
everything worked out

for the best, right?

I'll be fine!
| don't know how
tigers are, but we dogs
are communal. We
stick together!

You know, e N
Mike... I'm sure they'll

; . : all come to love
can putin . A ike .

a good word for % , 2 youlike Ido Evals.. I'm
you with some of : Trust me, it'll not going to
the lady dogs! : : be great! You'll be be there.
a part of the family
in no time.

Of course you
will be!




_ Evals,
| I'm not going
A with you.

| told you before,
| don't have a place in
Keidran society.

Dogs
hate foxes.

VWhat? N-no!
They... eh... n-not
all of them...

Mike, would
you really rather risk

lands than go back
home with me?

trekking through tiger

i,

Home is where
you make it! It's
\ family!

the point. The

point is it's not
home for me
over there.

That's not

knows if you'll
find that over
there!

my family too.
We're a pack!

We dogs stick
together!

| know going back
has been your dream
since we were kids.

| don’t want
anything to stand in
the way of that.

But... I need a
place where | belong
too. I'm sorry.

Once we leave...
it's probably going to
be the last time we

see each other,




This is the
north tower
study.

Wow, L‘.-L‘.II'I"IpEil‘E.'d fo
the rest of the estate, this
room hasn't seen a broom

in a while, has it?

Rose!
Calm down!

Mot old Trace,
remember? It's
fine, relax.

And please,
don’t call me Master.
Just Trace.

For information
about your past, you
might find some of it

in here.

Much of it is from
back when you made your
plans to overthrow Grand

Templar Sitverlock.

.JApologies,
Master.

| would
hawve, but...

You specifically
made this one of the
areas out of bounds

to me. | can go-

Force of habit.
It's going to take
a long time to get

used to this.




It's alot
smaller than
Reni's.

Gate Key.

It will open a
doorway back to the
gate in the garden from

Nerever are.
You should hold wherever you are

on to this. They're

not normally
that large.

Keep in mind,
the gate only opens
for you, and only for

a limited time.

The estate is
protected by many
enchantments and

dragon magic.

After which, it takes
a long time to recharge.
So | suggest saving it for

an emergency. " o
is one of the

safest places in the
world to be...

Thanks, Rose. |
can see how this might
come in handy...

...But your former
associates are quite
..How safe crafty and insidious.
are we here?
| fear nothing will
stop them from eventually
finding a way in, or drawing

you out, given time.

That's what
| figured.
| think Flora
and | should have the
ceremony as soon as
we can, then—

Rose? Are
you okay?

Someone is
not where they
should be!

Huh? What

do you

mean? How

do you know?




Haha! Can't
catch m—

=

)

Hah!

Haga... haih...

See?

Being a Basitin
warrior doesn’t just

mean brawns.

What the...

Okay, | know for a fact
that this hallway wasn't on
any of my maps...

No one's as fast
or as agile as me. | don't
need fo be huge, no matter
what anyone says!

| don't need to
be like my—




How could Air smells
| have missed an stale... | don't think
entire wing of the anyone's been here
estate? in a long time.

Weird,

Trace always
did have a thing
for dragons.

No wings on
this statue though.
It's more like... a
lizardfolk.

Him... there’s another
door at the end of this
side passage.

This one's
a lot less fancy,
though.

Y-you know,
Maddie, I'm really not
usually the cautious

type, but...

I'm kinda getting
a bad feeling about
this place...

Relax,
| just want
to look.













Karen... you e @?

idiot, just run! e ( /Q

) N ks i

&’ Yeah,
e probably...

= By -
Ergh, think, Maddie! >

This trap wouldn't stop l - Y \ o
¥ mom. What would she LV 40 >
* do in this situation? 7 = ,




Rose! Talk to
me, what's wrong?
Whao's in danger?

Trace, there are
places in the estate | have
no influence over!

You didn't trust
me with free reign
everywhere!

Influence?
What are you
talking about?

I remove your
restrictions!

| can explain later, but
if you really care about the
lives of the others, | need to
have access to all rooms
of the estate, now!

You have
to say it! 7

V Say that you lift
| the restrictions you

A\ placed on me!




Eugh... what
happened?

Where
are we?

| said I'm fine.
It's just bruised ribs.
I'm a Basitin.

You don't
sound fine to me.
What's wrong?

You're nof
a Basitin.

When | was born, the old goats
were so excited. A new Adelaide.

My mother was already a living legend by then.
The embodiment of what it means to be a Basitin.

But as | grew up, it quickly became cbvious | wasn't
going to end up like her... “What a waste. " They'd say.
‘Maybe next ime.” No matter how much | excelled in
other ways, | was always seen as a disappointment.

Ah! Maddie!

D covet
And why is it
so cold and dusty
in hera?

| am awake,
dummy.
We're in
a dungeon.
I'm fine.

You wouldn't
understand.

And the old goats
were right. Cunning can
only take you so far.

| wasn't strong
enough to help you.
Or myself.

Madelyn, anyone
would have had trouble
with that big lizard.

And you're just a kid.
You could still grow to be
like her one day!

Karen, I'm
not actually a kid.
I'm seventeen.

My mother
was twice my size
at my age.



a year older
than me?

Ny

Pretending
to be younger
isn't hard.

| don't act much.
With my personality,
it comes natural.

And it’s not as though looking
young hasn't been useful
Working for the intelligence
branch, | infiltrated Western
Basitin villages many times.

Excuse me!
Can you help?
I'm lost!

People often let their guard

I It's not exactly a

tactic that garners a lot
of respect, but it was my
only real option.

| don't have the
strength of my mother,
or the raw intelligence
of an Alabaster.

And I'm good solo,
but | don’t have the battle
tactics of an Alaric.

There just wasn't
a path for someone like
me to go any further. There
was no getting out from
under her shadow.

But then...

..l wanted to
do what he did.

down around cuteness.

Keith... an ordinary Basitin, with nothing special about him,
became the first in living memory to return from banishment.

| watched him act in ways I'd never seen... even defying the
generals, and with the help of Alaric, becoming one himself. A
new one. And | realized, he didn't have to be super strong or
smart. Being an ambassador... it was another path for me.

| wanted to learn
everything about the
outside world...

so | could
come back and
show them...

That | have my
own worth... that I'm
not just a failed version
of my mom...




—
—

/,, ,“,

doing, you weirdo? [

Get off me! We're
not family. Hugging...

You said you wanted
o learn e'-.rer*.rthinq about
the outside world.

Well this is thtwlmt
s do h o
lhat someone




|s everyone
safe now?

I'd almost
forgotten.

This feeling... it's like
a veil was lifted... one |
wasn't even aware of.

| can see now...
That's where that
thing was kept...

This is just...
a bit disorienting.

...AS you may
have guessed, I'm not
a normal servant.

ut you
wouldn't,
right?

Yes. They're
safe now. | sent them
to the dungeons.

It was the default
place. | didn't have time
to think about it once the
restrictions were lifted.

| could send them else-
where now, but | figure they
deserve a time out.

An estate this
size simply can't be
run by one person.

That didn't stop you
from trying. In your eyes, there
wasn't a problem that couldn't

be solved with magic.

| am... integrated.
Like a spider-web, | can
feel everything happening
in or around the walls.
| can understand now
why you kept me restricted. This
much control is dangerous. | still can't
outright attack you, but it'd be trivial for
me to arrange your demise now.

..No, of
course not.

Why did
you hesitate
like that?!

| had to

think about it.



You up yet?
It's already past
noaon!

Hello? Is
this the wrong
door?

You know, a
“‘thank the gods
we're still alive”™

| hear the others
survived something
the other day too
50 its fitting!

Loocking for
Raina?

Yeah, she must
have been really tired
after what went down

yesterd- huh?

What's with
the getups?

Didn't you
hear?

J Apparently there's
a fancy magic beach
in the manor.

| figured after all that went
down, we deserve to have a
little fun and relaxation.

Honestly, I'm
just glad to get out
of that potato sack

| was wearing.

Not exactly sure
how | feel about wearing
the clothes of Trace's dead
ex-wife, but | can't really
afford to be picky.

| want to enjoy the stay
here as much as possible
before this whole place

explodes or something.

jinx it!

What? I'm just
being realistic.

Simply staying in the same
house as Trace paints a giant
target on our backs.

And given our track
record, well... I'll take
whatever | can get.

You have
a point.

So you coming,
Red? | mean, there'll

probably be other Keidran
there, and | know how you

feel about that, so...

Raine...
swimsuit...

Of course
that's where his
mind goes.




Have to be Raine? Aren’t

around a bunch ) you coming out?
of fleabags...

But get to

chill on a beach _ Don't
with Raine... strain yourself.

Later. Why? What's

wrong?

It's... | don't
want to say, It's

embarrassing. Raine, it's
§ okay! You can

talk to me!

Is... is it a wolf
thing again?

l... didn't
want you to see
me like this.

That's...
different.

Raine, what
happened?

I don’t know!

| thought maybe after
yesterday | finally had more
control, but then this morning
| woke up like this, and my
room was torn up.

That's never
happened before.
| don't know what's

going on.

| think | was It's as if spending so
sleepwalking. - long in wolf form made it
' used to being out, and it's
trying to get out again.




I'm just
going to stay
in my room.

| can't go
out like this.

Even if | do
change back, |
could shift again
at any time.

It's not going to
matter to anyone
how you look.

But it
matters to me!

And it seems to
still matter to you.
| heard you talking

outside...

How | look isn't
what I'm most worried
about, anyway.

The sleepwalking...
it scares me. What if it's
just the beginning?

What if it keeps
getting worse?

You've heard of
feral Keidran, haven't you?
Losing my body is one thing,
but losing my mind...!

Besides, this
place is already
a man-agony!

You know... lots
of creatures?

Uh... wait, a
menagerie?

That it! There's
wolves, tigers, basitins,
even a bloody dragon

living here...

What? No!
That's not... | didn’t
mean... you...

Damn it, | did it
again! | need to watch
what | say..

| could end up becoming
more and more like a wolf!
Until eventually I'm just an
animal who doesn’t even
remember who she was

Listen to me:
you are not going
feral! | promise.

You just
nead to learmn
maore control,




| ean’t. | don't , e R Quite a
know how. My father You know.. | L | coincidence, don't
is th | h | had a thought | B \ you think?
is the only one who about that. / N\ :
ever did. : . \ -
The story you told !
me about your father... \' { Maybe?
you also mentioned he d
had a cousin named

Rose, right?

| had the same
thought when | saw her,
but she'd have to be pretty
old for a Keidran to be

| couldn’t help but the same wolf.

notice the caretaker of
the estate also happens to
be a white wolf like you...

Well let's just
named Roselyn. ’

go ask her!

| guess she might. If she knew your Pfif! B?i“‘.{l
Though if it is her, she may dad, maybe she knows confident is easy!
not want to have anything sometlh_ir)g about his You just have
to do with me. abilities, too? to speak your mind
| am the daughter and don't care III‘ you /-
of the wolf who left look foolish!
her to die, after all.

Raine, you can't
be afraid to ask or
you'll never know!

Well, you
certainly do
that a lot.
Just be
confident!

| wish it was
that easy.

You know I'm not solving
what... you're anything moping
right! around here!

Your legs are
still uneven.




Be right b—

Look,
you just wait
here.

I'll go find Rose,
wherever she is, and
bring her here as fast

as possible!

Master's childhood cohort. You were quite the bully, if | recall. One of the reasons

Eh, !wllo, ""\\ ™ why | didn't like Saria associating with Trace, considering the company he kept.
m... ma'am? My /

name is—

| know who

you are. 5= — I (2
. - Then we'll crush
Wha- huh? _ those filthy fleabags! ~ -
Have we met? b / And anyone else who
gets in our way! A f. ) VY

Mo, but |
was aware of you. Right, Trace? Uh... yeah,
Long ago. whatever.

Well, like you It's my friend,

said, that was... a 2 N s Raine, She's—
long time ago.
_pr-';ay. Ihis' Uh... okay,
isn't about me! I guess I'll wait
out here then.




| see we have | was sleep
quite the mess on walking. It was
our hands... the wolf.

I-I'm so sorry
about the curtains

Miss Roselyn.
Mot what | was

referring {o, but yes,
the curtains are a
mess as well,

least, are easily
mended.

You like
magic, do you?

Well, | have
no real training,
but | loved reading

That's A about it.
fascinating! I've read
| saw the runes on everything |

the table and wondered could get my
how they worked! ' hands on.

| couldn’t read a lot of it, but | could tell it was very

elegant runecrafting. It's not making the objects, ... You really
right? It must be some sort of complex summoning | are your father’s
circle, but all networked together, sourcing from a daughter.
central storage room catalogue. It's brilliant! I'd—

So... you know
whao | am! You are

the same Rose! Does that mean you

know about my father's
abilities Anything that
could help me?

Sigh... It's shameful
that neither my cousin nor
your mother was willing to
guide you in magic...
| can help
teach you control.
We are family,
after all.

A




You have
the same
ability?!

It runs in
the family.

Though your
father's adaptation
was unique.

Your parents stunted your
growth - the bastards - but you're
an adult now. You make your

own choices.
So... you
wanna to learn
) or not?

Very much so!
Uh... So, w-what
do we do first?

For me, it requires mana.
For your father... and now
you, it comes naturally.

I'd hardly call
this “naturally.”

Only because you
were never allowed
to grow into it!

Well, we could
start by evening
you back up.

It'll be hard to
train you if you can't
even walk.

Well...
I've tried!

If I knew how,
there wouldn't
be a problem!

But no matter
what | do...

won't go back
to normal.

| see... well, why
not try making the other
one wolf too, then?

O-oh. That...
might work. But
if | do, then...

You don't want
to lose mare of your
human self? Or are you
afraid you might end
up full wolf again?

I understand
your feelings, but if
you want my help,

I must insist,

| need to see you
transform for myself.

Ah... o-ckay.
| guess | can try...

Good. Learning
may not be easy...

But | promise | will
help you be more whole
by the end of this.




Dan't shift
all the way...
Don’t shift all

q -
I

1

Hey, did you

hear that? Eh... well, it

worked, | think.

Sigh... back
to dog legs.

I guess it is
Tch! The better than being
nerve of that i unable to walk.
pervert.

The other
arm changed too,
though. | couldn’t

Fascinating...
was it painful?

Mo, never. It
does kinda itch
sometimes.
| think | know of a way
Hm, good. Painless to help you gain more control
means it truly is the same over your wolf side... but you're
ability as Euchre's. not going to like it.

Though I've never In fact, | wouldn't be
seen it stopped halfway surprised if you outright
like this. Strange. refused, once you learn
what it'll take.,




I'm willing
to try anything
to fix this!

. You shouldn't
say that before you
know what it is.

“It’s trying to
get out”... "It was
the wolf.”

You act as
though it's your wolf
form itself that you're
fighting against... as
if it were alive.

7 It does kinda
feel that way

If you're truly
willing, wear this.

Templar slave
collar,

| don't care
what it is.

I've lived in
fear of this curse
my whole life...
That is the
problem.

The way
you talk about
your ability...

Your Keidran shape
is just that: a shape, an
ability, a skill that requires
training like any other.

But | do think the
first step is to conguer this
subconscious wolf you've
made in your mind.

Are you out
of your mind,
old wolf?!

Why would
| ever wear one
of these?!

Because...
it only works on |
Keidran. AL

As a human, it
shouldn’t have any
effect on you at all.

But if it does, well...

I guess you'll have no
choice but to overcome the
wolf and change back,
now won't you?




I'm desperate
to master this ability,
but using this seems
s0... dangerous.

Well, like | said,
I'm not surprised.

If you won't do this,
there are easier ways
we can try first.

Could such
an evil device
really help?

.. They won't be as
effective, but you will
get results in time.

| should
refuse... but if
it will, then...

Honestly, | picked
the most drastic method
\ | could think of first to see
how you'd react.

I'm glad there's a
cautious mind in that head
of yours. That's good. You'd
be a fool to just blindly—

Uh... actually,
1 Ialready put it on.

Wait, was | not
supposed to?

Lesson ane:
Slap yourself.

That's for
putting it on! ...And
calling me old!
ou told
me to!

Yes, but you didn't
even question it! What if
| had ulterior motives?

You can't trust
anyone so recklessly!
Everyone is capable ]
of betraying you! Especially
) family!
QOut of anyone
Er, sorry.

Nevermind.

We're family, family can...
though!




You're talking Well... the
about my father, 1 collar's on now.
aren'tyou? = ' : So, how does it
I'm..so Y help me?
sorry for what

Just try to be more
cautious. Everyone
has an agenda
Hald out your
That's a little... - left arm, please,
pessimistic, | until I say stop.

Your problern is you Just... lower Easy
never naturally learned \ my arm? enough...
to shift as a child.

Straining aimlessly
trying to change back won't
do anything if you don’t even

know what to feel for,

Do you
feel the magic
influencing

Instead, | want you
to try and resist the collar.
Use its magic to help you
i focus your effort.
It's like my
arm has a mind
of it's own.

/

Freaky!

My hope was
that by practicing fo '\
actively control it, this

excerise would help you
develop a better feel Whatever | will gain
for your wolf form. it takes, I'm control over
myself! Both
forms!

" But if you can't
resist even a little, | do
think this is a bit too
Nol | want much for you.
to keep trying! Having
something to focus on...
| think it does help!

.You sure?

You know it won't
simply be holding out your
hand. It's only going to get

more difficult.

Well, she's determined,
'l give her that. | wonder how
fong until she regrets this.







And... you're
| didn't know injured!
you were back, |
princess!

It's fine!
I... just refurned. y Yeesh.
{ came to check on
the prisoner.

I'm a Basitin,

trust me, this is j
But what in Nora’s ; nothing.
name are you two \
5 doing here?

The dungeons
are no place for
children.

What?!
Attacked?! Who?
When?!
Did they get
The wolves the prisoner?!
attacked the
estate?! Where is he?!
If he got out then
I've got to...

¢y <Come on,
magic-y-appearing
chicken...

Come to
Brutus...»

Oh thank
goodness.




INEEEEN

not going to
eat me, are

<But she
might if you
don't talk!

So, who
you workin' for?
Where? What's

| am Brutus! The |
boss's personal
bodyguard!

And... | -1 just
do whatever the
boss says!

He likes that
| don't bother with
questions.

Infact, he once %
told me when drunk §
that I'm the one wolf

he enjoys having
around most!

his plan?>

Though
he did make me
swear later never
to tell anyone he
said that.»

| work for the

boss... Clovis.

And the rest...
| dunno?:

<Don't play
dumb! You must
know something!
What's your
rank? >

So? What'd A-alright,
he say? \What'd that's enough! You two
he say?! can't just interrogate the
prisoner like this!

Lt Reed needs to
be here for a proper,
legal questioning.

In the meantime, I'm
going to escort you both

hack to the manor.
| dunna! | couldn't .

pay attention. He's not | w0 gyl i
wearing any pants! e pants.




..Then | tried to
distract it, and that big
dumb lizard almost
squashed me!

Er... no
offense.

You two are very
lucky to have survived
a stone guardian!

| was pretty
disoriented, but
| did see it.

There was... )
something.

remember.

Your nose,
it's bleeding.

Huh... yeah.
Guess | was a little
more beaten up by
that dumb rock than

| thought.

I guess it was
partially our fault for
snooping where we

shouldn't have.

Oh, speaking
of which, Maddie!
Didn't that weird
door open?
Did you get
a look at what
was in there?

Oh, yeah!
| almost forgot.

A bright red glow,
and... | swear | saw...
what was it?

Would you mind
if I took a look for
myself?




Woah, this
feels weird...

Well? Do
you see it?

Sorry, I'm afraid
not. | saw the door,
and the fight...

But y-you... must
have been prefty dazed.
| couldn't see it either.

" Aw, man!
All that trouble
for nothing.

{ Something
sinister... | can
smellit. )

Staying out of
trouble, | hope?

Well, you two seem
to have found your friends,
So I guess it's time | took
my leave for now—

Come party
with us!

...beg your
pardon?

We're all going
to the magic beach!
You should come too!
It'll be fun.

{ .../t was just as
I thought, the memory
was removed.

And not just
the memory, but even

\ the idea of trying fo go

back again.

It simply won't
occur to either
of them. )

dark magic.
Troubling.

What could
be going on in
this place? )

Going to spend
the day on the beach
with Syyyythe?

| don't
like how you
just put that,

but yes.




Thank you,
b-but I'd just be
a third wheel.

Besides,

I can't-!

come on!

The prisoner's
not going anywhere.
Why not relax for a

little while?

I am not
turning into

I could f-"]-‘ -
ernm...

Ill be right
back! | need to
go change.

Change?
You mean your

No, | mean
Ican't, literally.

My... erm...
hips wan't fit through
human doors like this...
I've tried.

Reni...
this is off the
record, but...

Could you keep
an eye on the rest
of them too?

Especially
Trace and...
the tiger.

But s07 | heard even
baby dragons can tranform
into animals. Just turn into

something smaller!

Like a horse,
or a cat, or... ooh!
A puppy! Can you

be a puppy?!

| don't trust
the Templar
or Trace.
It can't be
% a coincidence, them
' sh0wing up the same
day we're attacked.

I'd just like
to know where
they plan to go

from here.

I don't like the idea of spying, but | guess this
might be a good chance to get closer to them...




I get .
how you feel, Hey... don't worry
Mike. : about it! | know. You've
talked about going home
| do. since we were kids.
| just...
| don't want to
spoil the mood.

| always
thought we'd

stick together. Let's... just enjoy

If it was partying these last few
anythlng else, | ! ‘jﬁ}fgl ...\While we can.

I-l would...

Oh, thank
the masks, more
people. | just save me from this je===
awkwardness.

Wow, there
really is a beach!

Though I'm surprised
you're surprised. Wasn't
Trace your boyfriend?

Hmph.

He was. Though
I'm not sure what
| was to him.

Suffice it to say,
he never invited me
here before.




Everything
still alright in here?
It's been a while. The
others are probably
waiting on us.

Do so many of

commands you'd
give to a dog?!

All the better to
motivate you. Come now,
this isn't even a particularly
strong collar.

Well, the more
you experience it, the
faster you should leam

to overcome it.

You're enjoying
this, aren't you,
you old wolf?

Balance on
one foot.

Such
Do you know accusations. J
how hard that is
with these dumb And what
legs?! did | say about
calling me old?

Uh... why are
you standing on one
leg like that?

Boy, | thought |
told you to stay—




Actually,
your friend
is right. It's has been
a while. | think that's
enough for today.

You aren't going
to master shapeshifting
in one afternoon.

And | have
many other duties
| must attend to...

..such as
mending the
damage you've
done to these
curtains.

We can try
again another

Oh, yeah,
some of it was used
for bandages back

when | was—

| haven't
managed to
change back to
human yet!

y | thought
we were going

\ to keep going

until—

Speaking
of which...

That top of yours...
it's made from a torn up
sweater, am | correct?

Hand it over.
I'll mend that as
well, when | have

the time.




Rose!
Rose, take

Aah! No!
My hands-!
Y it back!

Don't worry,

I'll make sure your
top gets back to you
good as new.

B-bad hands!
Let go of that!




! \ |
— \-.I .I .
L]
{ : / \
You... did.

1 Well done,
Raine.

supposed to change back.
| picked this collar to give her




Thank you,
Ms Roselyn.

Although
that was a
pretty mean

trick.

Desperation
can be a good
motivator.

Teach me?
Like... as your
student?

Anyway, | was
serious when | said
it's going to take more
than one lesson to
master your gift.

But you have...
potential. How would you
feel about me teaching
you magic?

... I'd like that.
I'd like that a lot!

I've always wanted
formal magic training,
outside of books.

Good. We'll start
tomorrow, then.
But for now,
go on. Have fun with
your friends. | have
work to do,

O-okay! Thank
you so much again,
| Ms Roselyn!

And little
embarrassment
never killed

anyone.

But for what it's
worth, if you'd failed...
| could have wiped his

memory of it.

What?!
You're hfuffin |

Then again, it does
sometimes damage
the mind, and it doesn't
seem like he has much
mind to spare.

...It's not going to
be as intense as this
every time, is it?

We'd start from
the ground up. The basics.
Just a few lessons, while
you're staying here.

No, no.

...Potential,
indeed.




So, this )
must be the /
place. l

<Oh, hey! Keith,
Matani! You guys
made it as well!

Ewverything
alright with
you two?>

It's turning cold
coutside, but in here it's
like summer! Cool!

where's—

Flora. Don't you think
you should take it
a little easier?

Why? Just cause
I'm carrying a baby? Tigress
mothers stay active right up until
we're due! We're not delicate
like you humans.

Have fun with
your friends out
there, Natani.

Il enjoy the
sun and sand
vicariously.

Just don't start
having too much fun
with that Basitin before

warning me, okay?




«MNatani
and Keith left
already?>

<Yeah, but it's
fine. With a mental
link, we're never
really apart.

And... they've
got their own stuff
going on Now. »

<Don't say that.
Things are going
to change, it's a
part of life...

But you'll
always be
family.»

<Keith's just...
a part of your
pack now too!>

«Guess who
brought lunch?>

{it's me!)

<Oh, Kat!
You don't have to
do that. You should
be down at the party
with the others, >

<| will, later,
but | wanted to
do this first.>

<You know...
it's funny.

This isn't exactly how
| pictured our reunion. | thought
things would kind of just... go back to
the way they were. The Assassin
Brothers, together again!

But seeing them
together, it's started dawning
on me that... Natani's been

building a new life,

And I'm... not really
part of it anymore. >

<0ur pack,
huh? Hm...

MNever thought
I'd have one of those.
Newer in a million years
thought it'd be Natani to
start one before me. »




We made it!
And it looks like
everyone else
did too.

Sorry for
the wait.

. Well, you

., J . )
didn’t miss
1 WA “ ‘:. A\ anything.
VAN i

We haven't = I'm not really

started mingling sure how to interact You were right
yet, Honestly... with any of Trace’s though, this place
new... friends. really is a zoo.

...Did sword-for-
brains just... think
before talking for
once?

kidding.

It's almost like .
Trace went out of I don't even
his way to collect one know how to
of every breed of react to that.
fleab-

Er..f

furred... folk! Trace dating

a Keidran is one
thing, but this...

This is truly
a sign of the
apocalypse.

But, you
know. It's...
, whatever.




Seems like
everyone's here,
I'm gunna go find

a drink.

{ Hang on!
Reni's not
back yet!

This... is the
current version of Woah. that's
my human form, so cooll

It's still a work | thought dragons
in progress! could only turn into
animals?

We can be
human, though it's
hard not to look off

in some way.
Most just
don't out of pride,
| think— eh?!

You forgot
twio things.

Karen! §
Boundaries!

Well, | did consider
other sizes in the past,
but I'm not a mammal,
so | could never tell if

| got them right.

Besides, being
on two legs is strange
enough without being
top-heavy oo,




«Natani?
You're...

Are you okay
being like that?:

<Well, it's too
hot for a sweater
in this place!

And... I... want
to be here with everyone.
I've never been able to do

stuff like this before.
Ngh... so, | guess ©

I'm just... seeing how
this goes...»

<Hey Natanil : ' <Wait, you...
| What's up with the B\ don't know?>
wrapped chest?> N ;

<F-Flora,
leave it-1> <Mo, it's
okay, Keith.

She's going to find

out eventually. I'd rather
it came from me first. >

<Well, they cant
possibly be very big And that means, with Reni,
if you can hide them  there's now two people here
so well like that! with breasts smaller than mine!
Sure it's a guy and a dragon,
but I'll take it! Victory!:

<...Seriously,
Flora? That's what
you think of first?:

<Wow. So, under
there... huh...»







Some time later... Where in the
- - ' waorld did you

get this from?

Magic
table.

It reminded
me of the first
night we met.

Remember?

Ugh! Don't
eat in the pool!
That's filthy!

Eh, so what?
Being filthy can be
fun sometimes.

Come on,
it's a party.

...What do you
say the two of us head
back to the rooms and

hook up, right now.



What?!
Dan’t make
jokes like that!

I'm not
joking. Why

Why not?!

Because you're

a waolf, idiot!

No, no, no!

The whole world
might be turning upside
down, but I'm not going

along with it!

Okay!
Okay! Fair
enough.

If you don't
want it, that's
fine!

| thought you
might be curious too,
but maybe not. It's coal.
Don't worry about it,

| need to
get a drink.

We're
different

species! \ '
P Doesn’t seem

o have stopped
our ex’s any.

And if it's
good enough
for the Grand

Templar...

Ch, come on,
Maren. Fur or not,
you're anything but

disgusting.

And it wouldn't be
something so serious
as a relationship.

Just a way to, you
I\, know, feel things out.
Satisfy curiosity.

Oh, okay, sure.
There's a table down
by the beach.

Why would
you even want a
relationship?

Aren't humans...
disgusting to you?

..Is there one
in your room?




Meanwhile... |f

-1

4

It's me,
Roan, you
stupid idiot!

Me and Sam
were caught by the estate
you a chicken, security looking for a way
Roan? to break you out!

r So thanks for
trying to eat me,

you moron!

Oh... sorry.
I'm glad you're
okay. Uh...

Say... just asking,
but... are you going
to eat that egg?




There's
the table. Gods... am
| really actually

Just aski considering this?

whatever you want
and it appears! If o
they have it. H1‘3 said it
wouldn't be serious,
s0 it doesn't e to
mean anything.

Huh... handy.
Could have used
this at my tavern.

But still! He's
a Keidran! Am
| crazy?

Maren, not to
shoot myself in the foot,
but I told you, it's okay if

you're uncomfortable.

Tell me, Wolfboy!
Just how different are
you from a human?

| know
humans don't
go this fast. N Unh_

huh? In what
regard?

You know
what | mean!
How do you...

compare?

We can just
take it easy.

Um, I'm not
really sure?
But... | mean,
I'm not wearing any
pants right now...

Drinks! Yes!
Need drinks!




Table! | order
you to make me a
red wine... er, ally
make that whiskey...
a whole bottle!

...Hello?

You actually
have to put your
hand on it first.

Ah! |5 that
supposed to be
happening?




f Hey, Reni!
Everythin
alright?

As a dragon
living among humans, it's
often hard to feel... normal,
but everyone here is
s0... different!

| just wanted
to thank you
for allowing me
intrude on your
gathering.
For the first time in
my life, | don't feel like
Of course! . | stand out much.
It's no intrusion. & /
You're welcome f
here.

This is... a very odd
but remarkable group Without a Could
of friends you have. fight breaking Speaking of which, | interrupt
out, anyway. | actually want to say everyone
something while most for a sec?
Yeah. I'm glad we've Y are still here...
managed to finally all
gather in one place.

Hey!
Not fair!




| know many

of us will be going

our separate ways L
soon enough.

Some of you are
headed home... and
others are continuing

on with us.

There's one thing
I'd like to do, before we
get scattered again...

But we're
all here together
now. And while

Let's get
| married!

Trace!
That's not the way
you're supposed

, to ask that!




| don't
S-sorry, | didn't have anything
know there was a to give, or—
procedure! L . Just ask me \
- ' the question.

It's okay, Trace.
You already did.

What?!

Aaaaww!

Mo no no!
This is CI’EZ}‘!

Fooling around
is ane thing, but...
marriage?!

Y-you can't
do that!

I..I'm not

sure how to | know it
react, - won't be accepted.

| don't care.
A part of me

wishes non-humans | We can have it here
cuulc_t be more open on the estate in private, but
with humans... I want it to be done, for real.
- And | really hope you'll

i -1 mean all be willing to—
others...

But with the

war, marrying
a Keidran...




Look at
the sky!

Woah...
That's so

But... where
did everything go?

Perhaps... we

4 just used up all
5 the magic?

Wow... so it
really is just one
huge room.




Where the
hell did they
go?!
Something
teleported
them!

Maybe we
should go ask
Rose.

We need
to get out
of here.

MNow.

The door
we came in...
it's gone!

And I'm
having a very bad |
feeling of deja vu ¥

right now.




Epilogue

KNOCK
KNOCK

The guard
is investigating the
recent wolf attack
on the city.

And anyone who
may have been in
connection with it.

I'm afraid we

have word they came \
through this tavern. /
e CRASH!
~

You will

need to come
with us.




