


What do you “— I'm sorry, Flora. 1
mean ‘no'?! told you, I'm not willing
o to release them.

Why not?!

They stuck their
neck out for youl

They could have
easily taken this ship for
themselves and ran when
the Basiting said so,

But they didn't, They
risked their freedom for
you and the others!

)

Flora, I can't just
release a slave every
time he does what he's /)
supposed to do. =
Again, | apologize,
but you knew what
business | was in
when you agreed to

‘ . come aboard.
ﬂ-\




Alright, if
it's just business,
then finel

We'll buy
them!

Flora... even if
lintended to sell...

...l know Trace
doesn't have enough
on hand to afford even

one of them.

My answer has
to still be no.

Oh, alright.
Wait up!

| can't believe you!

You actually had me
fooled for a while into thinking
you really did care for Keidran

in your own weird way.

But you really
are just a perverted
hypocrite!




Hey! Calm down,
| Evals! You're gaing
to hurt yourselfl

Calm down?!
Why should 17

For the first time
in four years | can finally
think for myself again!

There's no magic
constantly controlling
my every action!

But any day now
Eric's going to figure it
out and put it back, and
we'll lose our chance
for freedom forever|
So how can
you be so calm?!

What? So are
You saying you enjoy
being a slave?

Mol You know |
dont, It's just... it's
maore complicated.

Evals, it's
different for me!

| was born into
slavery. Unlike you, |
don't have any place }
to go back tal It's not complicated
at alll You'd just come
back with me!




You dom't
understand!

| can't just run out into the wilderness to live
amang wild Keidran. | have no survival skills. |
don't know Keidran customs or traditions. | can't
even speak the Keidran language very welll

| would not survive!
- Y

00

Well, I'm somy to burst
your bubble, Mike, but your
dream’s a fantasy,

Humans and keidran living
together will never happen. They'll
never accept us as equals,

So you'd better make
up your mind who's side
you're on, and soon,.,,

I've lived my whole
life among humans.

Human cities,,, human
music... human foods...
it's all I've ever known,

The life of a Keidran...
living on the land in a iribe...
it's entirely foreign to me!

| am a Keidran, but
iy culture is human,

| want to be free, but

also want to continue »

and living in the human cities
I've always called home.

Because I'm not going
to wait around for Eric to
remave my will again!




How can that bastard
be so ungrateful?

Can't you do
anything, Trace?

| can try talking
with him, but |

don't know what

else we can da,

Flora, relax. We'll
think of something.

| [T ‘

<Can you
understand what
they're arguing
about?=

<] dunno. Some-
thing about slaves.
‘Morning, by the
way. Coffee?=




Damn,

My favarite robes are Ouch, Maybe yau
, really falling apart. could try asking one of
T the girls if they can sew
it back together?

Hm, | suppose
it's worth a try.

| don't have much else
in the way of clothes.

Shoot! Targets
are moving! Here,
hald my mug!

I gotta go before they
spot me. I'm planning
to strike tonight!

Ch! Qkay,
good luck!

Mgh, | really
could use some

coffee, though.
...real coffee, not
the athereal kind.

‘Bout time
you woke up. I've
got a proposition

for you...




So let me get
this straight... you
want me o help
you mutiny? Hey! Mot
so loud! | never
said that!

Mow before you
answer, consider...
I'm a dog, you're a
wolf. they're practically
the same thing!

And your short
friend... he's a non-
human too.

Mot interested.

What?!

B-but... we're
your own kind!

Aaaall | said was... if
someone happened to cause
some sort of dispute. .

And it was either
us or the humans...

Theoretically
speaking... who would
you side with?

Alright, fine!
Just... forget about
what | said, then!

If you could convince him,
we could easily hypothetically
overtake the ship.

So what do
you say?

I've got encugh
to worry about...
But if the slaves
really are planning
to revolt...




| really should
do something about
that, but— Mrrf? | smell
food... coffes...

Oh, Hey! Good
marming, Natani!

You're just in
time for second
breakfast, if you

want some!

Uh, yeah, sure,
That'd be great,

You wouldn't happen
to know how to sew?
My robes are But, if you give me

pretty torn up. some time to clean up,
I'll see what | can do!

Oh? Let

me see! i ol

it's pretty bad...



Wwait!

T-take them off?
Right now?

Alright, I'm
setl Now, take off
your robes!

D\

.
Justneed a
few things... neadle,
cloth, thread...
!
B % ;

Well, of course, silly! |
can't fix them if you don't
give them to me!
Here, let me
help you gut!

Well, yeah, but...

C-can't you just sew it
while | still have it on?

Well, | suppose | could
try. But it'd be easier if you took
them off. Plus you wouldn't have
to stay the whole time.

| den't mind
waiting! Really, I'd
prefer it this way.

Huh? | dont
understand,
I thought you
wanted me to
fix them?




H-hey! What do
you think you're daing?!
Don't mess with that!




Oh, sorry,
sorry! | didn't hurt
you, did 17

Your bandages... they  {
are for wounds you received
at the tower, right? :
Is that why you
didn’t want to remaove
your robes?

Natani! Being injured is

Er.. Yeesesl nothing to be ashamed of!

That's the reascnl What if you were to
., get an infection and no
Heh heh.. hah... one knew about it?

You should let me
have a look just in case!

Mo na! It's
healing just fine!
| swear!

C-can you please
just finish sewing so |
can get out of here?

some first aid.

| just want
to make sure

you'ne okay. ]
_.J 43




So... you're both a

cook and a seamstress. Well... sart of,

Do you really know I've read up on it, anyway,
medicine, too? That's how I've learned a lot
of what | can do.

Oh yeah!

Ewer since Eric taught me how
to read, I've loved leaming about
all sorts of interesling things.

Cook books,
apothecary journals,
magic scrolls... it's
all fascinating!

I... newver learned
how, To read, that is.
Mot much, anyway.

It wasn't exactly a
Really... huh, priofity growing up.

And they aren't all
educational, you know!

There's also so many
boaks on peaple and places
from all over the world!

Would you like
me to help teach you? It's great to be able to
There's sa much to be experience it all, if only
gained from them. through stories.




Hey Spots... have you
ever thought about going out
and experiencing those places
in your books for yourself?

Anyway, if you
ever want lessons, I'd be
mare than willing!

What do | mean... have you
you mean? ever wanted to be free.
You know, free to go do
whatever you wanted...

...experience whatever
you wanted.

| haven't really
thought about it.

I should get back to
patching you up!




Meanwhile...

left, you've baen
distant.

You kmow
you can tell me
anything.

Flora, please
don’t be upset.
I'm going to

go talk to Eric.

work something
out with him.

.&‘, S{;ﬂ ;. promise I'l

you can talk some |
sense into him,

| T \\\‘!"’m@

I'm just
concermned.




It's because | lost conirol
again, that night at the tower.
I let you down again,

That wasn't your
fault. The Templar made
you change like that!

alright,

Whatewver it
is, you know you

can trust me.

I've been thinking a lot.
too, since that night...

The more | learn about
my past, the more I've come
to realize how much better
off | am now without it.
| used to want to
remember. But being told
just made me realize the
terrible person I'd been,

| understand now that

losing it all was the best
thing to happen o me.

So I've decided I'm not
going to let myself do anything
to put us at risk anymore.

| can tell every time you
look at me that semething is
bothering youw. What is it?

W-what do
you mean?




| mean I'm done Irying
to chase down my past.

The Templar, black
magic... there's no point in
dwelling on it anymore.

It's time | started
thinking about the present, and
daing what | can to put things right.
Starting with the slaves,

Don't worry, Flora.

g ’V’V > "’"%'v )

One way or another, 'l

make him see reason. ’ {
They'll lzave this ship d
as free men, and we can all 3
' .,—-'

head to Lyn'knoll together.

How does /! .‘
that sound? -
| =

Thank you,
Trat;e. I'd like that,

... There's just ane
thing | have to take
care of first, Flora,




Flora, you're
an idiot.

He was right there,
he even asked! You should what even is
have told him the truth. the truth?

All the symptoms Giine
I've had... if that 1 can't think AT
Basitin was right... If | am pregnant... then like that! And | can
how? And... what if Trace hide it forever.
asks the same question?

trust Trace! | have to wark
up the courage
and just say...

And you're the
only one who could
be the father!
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Oh...! You
weren't supposad
to hear that!

Don't worry about it.
It's already forgotten.

Please don't
tell anyone!

Actually, it's
kind of a relief
to let it out.
You see, | don't
even know if I'm really
pregnant or not.

I've only bean with
Trace! And... Keidran
can't have children with
Humans, right?

Humans and Keidran
have lived together for
hundreds of years!
If it could have
happened, it would've
at some point, right? And lookl Do | seem
] pregnant to you?

But I've been
having all these
symptoms latelyl | = | don't know!

Look, | really

| thought |
was just gaining
weight at first.
But then | felt

something... Maybe it
was my imagination.

It's hard to

tell. What if you
feel it and—

o
on't want to '."‘*1
l Ele ir:v ol F_-Ejt! %‘ ":"

W)

(X)

i’i
i

Hey, waitl

I need you to
feel my belly!




Phew, | think
| lost her.

Sigh... that's
just what | need.

What else

First a Basitin with ' cnuld_ go- wh-;at s
black magic, then a furi that smell?
co-warker, and now a ¢ 2

hormonal tiger!
| have to avoid

half the pecple on

this ship!
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tit. | think |

It details, among
other things. my

the funds for it. 4 ‘ old finances.

s-a.-ll them 1o you,
‘ you wouldn't have

N S /f it

o,p’o

It turns out, there's a
small human village very
near the tiger's forest.
| apparently cwn an estate there.
It would only take a small detour for
us to get in an out with the gold.

Then | can pay you, and
everyone can be happy.

Please, be reasonable.
The slaves seem insistant
on becoming free...

i TT‘H BN .\T TAVATATAY WY
NED [y Wﬂ A «'m
. ' “insistant"?
F!‘f "ITTT:‘?‘! l' TTTT
0 NQN’O‘ } ‘ 000
was allFlora's d 0 Q
'Ifha;:lauez :hi::l:::t 'l i / \i'?

be able to... -‘“ ‘

Not unless the
control spells were-




Get to
the galley!

Grab any buckets or
Fire in the pans you can find!
store hold!

Damn it! Can't
we go one day with- :
out a disaster? Oh, okay!

Hey, but where
are you going?

Fire? What do

| didn't do A lantern was
anything! overturnad, | found
it like that!
Mike! What
happened? What

i 71
did you do?! It doesn't matter!

W have to put it out!
How bad is it?

Well...it wasn't
g0 bad at first. But
| kinda panicked.

There was so
much smoke. | just Only... it
pushed over the first  wasn't water._.
water barrel | found.




- It just keeps
spreading!
s
¥ Don't stop!

Y

My magic
still hasn't
racovared,

Out of the
way, Human!

Aquamentis!

|-It's warking!
We're saved!




Dammit! | knew Yeah, one other.
this would happen! But it's not going

1 spent all night to be enough.

Irying to charge these,
but it's no good!

Don't you
have mara?

What's wrong
with them? Why did
thay stop?

He's trying
fo reuse his
old erystals.

But it's not
encugh to keep

up the spell. ' \What you
need to do is—

_..eh? What's
he saying? ‘eanjuring
waler is hard.”
‘it would be
easier jusl lo remove
all the air.”

. But what does
Something R - that mean? What good
about... “air” } would that do?




Okay, everyone
stand back!

Hope you're
right about this,

Human!

Aarismentis!

Daon't let
up yet!
Quick, we
should douse
the embers.




Mike! Where
is Evals?

safe now... ’

| know your L -.ﬂ&W
conftrol spells have ; I told you, | found it
stopped working, like this! And Evals wouldn't A
sabotage his own ship!
You two "
Let find him., ..
are behind this, &t me find him

aren't you?!

You're staying
right here.
Trace, help me
find the other cne.




l.. I wasn't
sleeping! | was
L jusl... sweep—

Okay, ckay!
| was sleeping
an the job!

I'snota
big deal!

You tried to burn
down the ship and kil
everyone on board!

Admit it!

Okay, I...
wait... what?!




Where did
everyone go?

There's a lot of
embers here that could
still catch fire,

You,.. don't think
Evals might have, 7

Mo, he wouldn't!

He was desperate,
but he'd never sacrifice
us all to get away!

He wouldn't just
leave me to die...

Would he?

Mike, are you okay?
I've never seen Eric act
like that before!

Hang on... | think
| still smell burning.
| think something is

still on firel

Everything in this
whole room smells like
something bumed.

What is it?




Natani, you're
on fire! Look!

Cuick, take
the robes off!

Wha-7 Nol Nol
Just put it out!

Your fur
is gaoing to
catch firel

Oy oyl I've
got some water!
H-hold still!

Put it aut!
Put it aut!

Stop struggling,
Matanil Take ‘em off!
It's spreading!




Turn around
Hold still! | go

!
it!

Okay, ckay, |
think | got it.




Wow! I've never
seen you out in the
open without those

baggy robes on!

You must work

out a lot. You're
really buff!

Oh, yeah, | do!
Ya know, gotta stay
fit... heheh...

Well, I'm just
QUNNE... §O NOW.
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Mike! Don't be
20 insensitive!

You shouldn't call
Matani a girl!

Natani, you're
a man, right?

Huh? Y-pes!
Like | said, it's not
how it looks!

You know, people
wha identify themselves
as something other than

how they were born.

There was a book in Eric's
library about a canid general
who was only discovered to

be female years later.

| leamed all about it from
there. And if it's the same with
Natani, you should be referring
to him as a “he”, Mike!

Are you seeing the same A
thing as me? She clearly has
the body of a woman...

Okay. snap neck
T VST
il should Be sad)y

o sfrangle...

Don't worry, |
understand, Natani!
I've read about those
like you before.

Those... like ma?

Wait..,
There have
been... others
like me?




Mo, no, you
don't understand,
Kat! Matani's not
like that!

Weeell, he isin
the wrong body.

But not for the
reason yaou think!

It's the black Basitin
magic! | saw it happen!
Keith turned Natani into

a girl weeks ago!

Whaaat? Yeah, well... Keith
didn’t know that wntil
Keith doesn’t seem a few days aga!
like the kind of guy to do
that! Why would he?

E@Eides: Eric said : And have you
Basitin can't use magic, seen Keith lately?

or it drives them crazyl | think he has gone

a bit funny.

What, really?
You turned into
a girl too?!

| know, because. ..
he did the same
thing to me.




But the curse only
lasted a day for me.

| didn't know
Matani had it this
whole time!

Is that true,
Natani? It's really
just an illusion?

Hahaha!
Of course it is,
silly girl!

You think |
really look like
this?! Don't be

ridiculous!

Mike! Michael,
get up here! Now!

The others are
coming back!

Hey hey heyl
Keep your hands
to yourself!

| wonder if they
feel like illusions too.

Come on, lets
A go, Natani!




Erm, Eric...
um, sir, did you
call ma?

Yes, come
over here.

As | thought, —F . / ot )
both of you have : | Whink your plan
had your control = Wwas just dls::ﬂ-aa_red
spells disabled. L early, so you tried

. | to feign sleep.

And of course with
the first chance of freedom, | told you, we had
you sabataged the ship. nothing to do with it

Then tried to flee | was taking
an the lifehaat,

No! Not again!
I didn't do it, | swear!
Please, don't put me
under it again/

I've had enough
time now to restore
the control spells.

two will be back
o normal.




Maybe we should
wait until we have all
the facts first!

f/

(/ Firve, sir. I'm
sorry | tried to
resisl earlier,

tell me truthfully. Did you
sal fire to my ship?




You see, Eric! :
Stop jumping to
conclusions!

/_,,...-—-..,__\\.
Evals, answer ;
truthfully:

/" Have you conspired
against me or anyone else
on this ship in any way since
< we left the isiand? I attempted to
gain support...
for a mutiny.

\"‘--._____.-'"" -

Al Ah ha! Mol *fou don't understand!
ﬁ His actions were not malicious!
You see? He was just scared! Scared of
| was right! what's happening right now!

So you're saying
you knew about the
conspiracy teo!

Get over
here, Mike,
you're next!




hear me? | said
“come herel”

Eric, please, ]
this isn't like you. Kat, get out
Stop this! of the way!

protect us! | have to find
out what they know! And
they can't be allowed to

We can't know if
they can be trusted!

W-well... well if that's
how you feel... then maybe
you should put one of those
collars on me, too!

After all - in case
you've forgotten - I'm
one of “them” too!

3 W-what?! What's
l...lcould be @ gotten into you, Kat?
apart of it! You [ | Lo

a L) "
can't know! You know |
would never...




I'd never do
that to you. | care

And you
don't care about
the others?

That... it's not the same|
The collars are necessary
for those two, but you know

you're special to me,

Well obviausly
not special enough
to change the fact that
I'm =till your slave,
Just like them!

W-what?!

Kat, what are you saying?
You've never expressad any
unhappiness with me before.
Where is this coming from?

Maybe |'ve been foolish. | think
a part of me has always hoped one
day... you'd care enough...

I'm not unhappy with
you, Eric! | didn't want to
bring it up like this. ..

Ever since you rescued
me from your brother, I've
been grateful to you.

You've always been so
kind to me, but... | want
to be more than just

your servant.

Kathrin... | never thought...
why haven't you ever talked to
me abaout this before?




| never realized. .
| mean, | nevar
even considered that
you might want. ..

This is something
I need to... think about.

But of course. .. if freedom
is what you want... | guess
| can work something out.

l... | don't know.

This is too much! |
need... time to think!

And | can't think
while the ship might
still be in danger!

It was an
accident!

" Theugh, it
may have been
my fault. .

And the

others? What
about them?
|

o,

Eric! Haven't you ever
considered that maybe
the fire was just an

accident all along? 7

That it was no
one's fault?

Oh, but first, allow me
to introduce myself!

The name's Madelyn
Adelaide, but my friends
call me Maddie Addie!




L ibwasnt
very hard!
I'm small, and
there weren't many
people around.

W= | mean | just
walked right on board
befora you left and
hid in a barrel.
Where the hell

did you come fram? You know, for a ship

this size, you sure dont
How did you get have a lot of crew...
on my ship?

So it was
you who set my
%\ ship on fire?!

I-It wasn't
on purpose!

Someone left a lantum
on top of my barrel. When
| lifted the lid to leave, it

came crashing down!

| was putting it out
when | heard running
and, well... panicked.

But now you know it was
all just an accident! No one
needs to be blamed, and

there's no hard fealings!




| suppose that

seltles that, Eric, you're not just

gunna keep her locked
The saboteur up forever, are you?
has been caught.

Though I'm sure you
can see why what | did
was necessary.
She stays as long
as necessary, until we
know why she’s here.

But questioning
comes later. One problem
at a time-...

Please, for now, return
to your rooms until things
can be sorted out,

I... will allow
your collars to stay
off for now.

Mike, Ewvals, | suppose |
was wrong. You two didn't have
anything to do with the fire.

Trace, can you meet
me in my cabin? | think
it's time to negotiate.

And... maybe




Trace, I'm nol L & ¥ What? Why? What
sure if you're aware [ B =3 [ kind of evil person would
of this, but... make a law like th... it was
in recent years, made it ma, wasn't it?
a crime for slave traders
such as myself to free our /) f "“.‘.“"‘:‘f‘ »

slaves voluntarily.

If Mike or Evals were
ever caught by the Templar in
the future, and it was discovered
that | released them...

Let's just say it could
potentially put me or my
family at great risk.

Technically, it's illegal
to even sell to someane
knowing they intend to
| have no desire release the slaves.
to see the inside of a However, for Kathrin's
Templar dungean. sake... | am willing to take
that risk if you are.

On one conditicn: It has
to be a legitimate trade.

We will go to the village
of Edinmire, near the Tiger
border, and I'll decument
that | sold the slaves.

After that, we can
all go our separate
ways from there.




Wall? Well 7! What did
he say?

He... agreed. He
said | could buy them
and set them free.

Yeah, ha evan gave
me the keys to their cuffs.

Trace, | knew
you could do it!
Oh! Can | be
the ane to tell them?
Pleesase?

O-of course! Though,

| didn’t really do anything
| think what Kathrin said
is what got to him.

Ch, speaking of Kat!
| can't wait to tell her, too! -
| mean sure, it's not going
fo be much different for her,
but still, I'm sure she-

Eric... Eric
didn't agree to Wewhat? You
sell Kathrin. mean he's not going He just told me
to set her free? it was something he
had to do himself.




Kat! There you \

are. We should talk. Oh Eric,
thank vou'

I've agreed to let
Mike and Evals go. me 5o happy!

As for you... well,
you were born info my
family, not bought. So
I can free you directly.
And | will

But there's
maore. It's snrnethlnq

| should have

What you said You've E|'l'n‘El'f¢
made me realize een ke a rto
haw unfair I've me, and | love you.
been to you.
You've always been f\
more than a slave to |
e, but it took what
you said I:_u makes ma ' Like... & sister?
realize it myself.

Solwant you
lo know | feel the
SAME Way...
Yes! And now
it's time | acted like
the brother | am.

It doasnt
matter what you
or | am.

We grew up together,
And no matter how
different we are..

I'll always considear
waour famiky. Nothing will
ever change that.

...B-are you
alright, Kat?




