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Luckily, “Red” isn't
as good with a sword
as he thinks he is.
Still, it probalbly
hurts like a bi- er,
ah... like heck.

It does. .. but
l.. 'l be...

You're probably gaing
to have to explain that one
to us at some paint.

know, and | will,

the others?

Maren and Karen... =
they haven't woken up
yet. We're not sure what's

wrong with them,

l-is somecne
there? Erg... what
happened?

Hey, Raine. Don't
WOITy, you're okay.

Try not to mowve
around too much. The
cul wasn't bad, but you

lost some blood.

«I'm still coverad
in fur, aren't 17

Yeeeah, | didn't
want to start pointing it
oul or nothin', but...

Well, for a humnan,
you're looking pretty
wolf-ish right now.

As for Red, he's just
outside the tent. | think
he's still in denial,

“Red?” Why do
you keep calling
him that?

Because it ticks
him off, and I think
it's hilarious!
Anyway, I'll send him
in now, And if it's any
consolation, | think the
new look swits youl




Hey... Raine. ) l-it's okay. IU's my
Its me. | ] fault. | should have been
I'm glad you're... honast with you.

um... okay.

| wanted to apologise
for... hurting you. | didnt
know you were... you,

I'm 50 used lo solving
my problems by hitting them
until they go away, but... this
time it was a mistake Back at the
) river=

Mo, no! I'm glad you But it doesn't

didn't tell me at the river! — ’ - matter! We'll fix you,

i Rai | migse!
If... if we were alone aine, | promise

and | saw you like that and
mistook you for a real Keidran,
| don't want to think of what
| might have done!

We're gaing to figure He... he didn't
out what thal assassin did do this to me.
to you, and get you back to

your old self in no time.

I'll force that flieabag
to change you back mysaifl
| wiont allow you to be stuck
like ome of tham!

I've always
been like this. This
form... it's a part of

who I really am,




Are... are you

remembering?
Why are you

crying?

Na, no, wait!
That came out

Raine! Remember who
you were! You were a human,
It's already = not this... hideous beast!
started o affect |
your mind!

Sorry. I... | always knew
| looked ugly like this. But,
it... still kinda hurts hearing
someone say it out loud.,

Now hey, w-wait
a minute, | didn’t mean...
you don't look... that bad,
| mean... you...
Wou look prelty good!
Ya know, for a lady with
the face of a dog.

D-don't cry. Please,
let me try again. Just...
look me in the eyes.

It's true, this really is
you, isn't it? But how?

It..it's a long
slory... but lo really ¢
undersiand, | have to
first tell you about
my father...
1 He was a Keidran,
B butis now called High
Templar Euchre.




Am | a Keidran?! it
Woah, wait! can't be, eould know!

at kind am 17!
High Templar Euchre Vimat kind am 17!

Is a Kekdran? Bul... that...
High Templar Euchre
a High Templar!

Templar a Keidran?
King Torval a Keidran?

And me. Still
Keidran over here

nd, I'm waorned
nd her sister

Mind if we take
this conversation Into
the other tent? ) en when not hurt,
Could L... lean
on you?
Oh, alright. |

d | \ :
| could take a look at R : al ,\ ..|

them while | explain.

Y/




alb H'g,l'
ysically become
human, down to the smallest detail.

art! And the only th
can leam it getting is an




But Rose was wrong - Euchre was not caught In Keidran form, Euchre voluntarily amanged to bacome
n fact, I'm tald he thrived at the college. an indenfured servant on a farm at the edge of town.

This gave him a place to rest outside the college, and
egitimized his presence in the willage. on the off
chance he was ever discovered in his natural form.

It was at the college that Euchre first met my mother, Mary Hold on! You're telling me Euchre
Siverlock. She was nol yet Grand Templar, bul was well on her way. never told your mother what he

was, even after they started
| don't know much of their relationship. My mother never went sleeping together?!

into detail, | think it was too painful for her. All | know is that she did Yeah
not know the truth of Euchre even afier they had become intimate
——

she
had no idea

From what my mother described, Euchre was a brilliant man, but
he was also... manipulative, and self-serving. | get the imprassion
he would have never told my mother the truth, if it hadn't been for.

Master Euchre! There you
are. | was told | could find you
in Ms, Silverdock's room

Ch, &rm... yes \ \ i There's a Keidran,
what is it, boy? ! s Sir. It's calling your name
from the gallows.




What's going
on, Sirus?

caught this Keidran

skulking arcund the edge of

litthe illusion charm.

Unfortunately for her, the town
guards saw through it the moment the
spy apened her mouth. Quite a strong
rural Keidran dialect, you know? <Euchre, where are
you? Please, help mel=

Don't usually get wolves this far
east. Unfortunalely, no one on the field
right now are familiar enough with them

1o perform a proper inferrogation

|-i% this really
necessary?

Euchre, who is
this Keidran? Do

Well, | considerad holding off you know har?
until a translator arrived, but this
seems easier. Then again... imagine
what kind of things we might leam

We're ready.
Bring her up.

<No! | don’t
understand!>







You lied 1o me...
this whale time!

Don't pretend t
naw! | don’t ki

nned to tell
or that you

I-it's not ke that!

Id have run! Taken
her and left this place. of th en. | e the truth
: e badding me.,
I that time




Wait, s0... whal
ended up happening
lo Roselyn?

Well, my mother could
see in Rose's mind that she
was nol in fact a spy.

So, mother sent her
back 1o Keidran territory,
on the condition thal she

never relurn aga

You know... it's strange.
I've heard lots of stories about
the Templar, but... I've never felt
bad for the Keidran before.

I'm... glad Rose
ended up okay, and
that's weird to say.

| guess you've ‘
never had a reason

o empathize with
Keidran before.

Though, you should
be glad she sunvived.

The child had
red hair and bright
green eyes,

a

Yes. Before |
was born, she had
had a baby boy, &

And although she
promised not 1o return,
the child eventually ended
up al the doorstep of the
Templar, where it was raised
under a human disguise.

N-na, of course
not. | have nothing
like that! Nothing..,

except for...

B-but Raine, this
is crazy! You aren’t
honestly suggesting

that I'm somehow=

Do you happen to

have any sont of memento

from childhood? Something
Sk you've had with you for a:

Um, well... this
pendant was said
to be an old family

heirloom...

i

~hawve secretly
been a Keidran all along,
just like me!

Oh, and that also
makes us cousins!

S0, soiry, Cuz,
I'm off limits!

Noooooooo!

Nooooooooooo!!!

Happy April Fools!




S0, then what
happened?

wanted 1o, |
could ha
‘removed”

I don't actually
know. All | know is
that eventually, she
ket him go

Wihat? Just
like that?® Why?

| think a par
er still loved him.

Wizll, | can

| mean, | grew up an
omphan, bui | can understand o
the desire of wanting parent h you've probably guessed,
who don't hale each other. § by then she was already

Thouwgh, | gotta

It was a shock
for evaryone,

| was bom cursed - | inherited my fathers gift, but

|| nane of his control. I'm not sure which form | was born nt ta live in a cabin far away from civilization. There
with, but | was eithe 4 hirth, or changed FETE of my childhood whera | wouldn see another
soon after, because I'm told the midwife fainted. s0ul, 5 or my caretaker. ILwas a lonely ume in my life.




Your mother
just... abandoned
you for years?

Man, that's
rough,

my tutor, and once | learmed
how to read, | spent most of
. My free ime in books.

Looking back, | think 1
understand now. | was a living
reminder of what Euchre did,

She couldn't stand 1o have
me around, bul al the same
time, | was still family. So she

kept me at arms length.

It wasn't so
bad, though.

You know it's kinda
funny. | didn't even know
aboul my “inheritance” until
| was about 12 years old.

If you think you were surprised, imagine how | fell as a |
young girl when | accidentally stepped on my loeckel and

began sprouting fur, I'd never even seen a Keidran before!

And... that's
about it. Years later, Euchre helped
> g Trace lead a coup d'étal against
the Templar, in ex

sparing mothe

Trace used a painful, forced
version of my father's spell - Imperect
Transformalion - o make my mather like

me. His idea of a cruel joke, | guess.

Rainy, what's wrang?
You haven't eaten anything
all day. Let me inl

Mol
Keep away!
1 might eat you!

We were sold inlo slavery by Trace, but secrelly released by the
man I'd later learm was my father. Mother enchanted one of my
shackles with the same spell as my lockel, and then we escaped.

We became seperated while on the run,
and... that's when | ran into you guys




Well, hey now!

| never said
I... hated Keidran,
necassarily,

| = I'm sure this

must be weird for you. ‘
I'l understand if you don't want | No, ' pretty su
me around you anymore. | know

you did. In fact, | think it
how much you hate Keidran. ik, h Was just the other day...

Tech, Keidran! | hate them all. Well, okay! | said
Why can't the Templar just that. But... |, uh, didn't
get rid’a the ot of them? really mean it...

I really maan it!
Every last one of them.
Especially the wolves!

Okay, okay! Damn it,

Alright... yes, | admit it,
past me, stop makin

{ " I've never liked Keidran.
current me look bad. -

: They're always, ya know..
i5 i - burring down my whole willage
Erg, this is so 2\ | y
confusing. and stuff like that.

But | dom't hate you personally,
Raine. | guess you can’t really help

being what you are, can you? Hey, whal

about me?
| can't help
being a Keidran
aither, but you stll
act like a jerk to
me ower it

You don't have
to apologize.

I'm just not used to...
thinking about the stuff | say




Don't get me wrong
though, this is still
pretty weird for me.
Aweek ago, | could hardly
stand to be in the same room with a
Keidran, and now I'm sitting right next
to one having a casual conversaltion
while her tail is hitting my leg.

O-oh! Sormy!
I've always had trouble

controlling that thing.
But you know, | still consider
mysell human... | know | don’t
ook it right now, but | spent my
whole life raised as such.

Oh, yeah, of coursa!

| know, I'm just saying... it's
probably going 1o take me a

while to get used to this.

I know in my head
who you are, but... seeing

a Keidran, my body's firsl
reaction is still "enemy.”

Where is he, anyway?
Why hasn't that guy tried
attacking us again?

He doesn have lo.
He knows while there
are two of us down, we

can't go anywhere,

No point taking a risk and
fighting us all at once when
he can just wait it out.

There's only us three,
and we can'l leave the girls
alone, so we either split up

or we slarve.

I'm sfill the
same “Raine” you
always knew.

Yeah, I'll say. He drew
his sword on me three times
during the night saying | had

“finally turned on him.”

But ya know, as much as |
enjoy seeing Red actually question
his actions for ance, can we please

focus on healing the girls?

Wie've still got an
assassin oul thene.

This guy is
devious... a real
professional, |
He's probably watching us
right now, just waiting for
the perfect time lo strike.




Zen? Hey, Zen!
Wake up, ya lazy sod! Kat! AT you
I need your help!  Grir... he's getling in there? QPI:!H
better and betler at up, woman:

blacking my mind.

Either that, or our Natani? W.wail,
connection is... no, it's Just & minute!
fine. Maybe we've been Kat! | need
seperate for too long. my robas!

You said you'd have “A whole outfit™?!
them ready loday! All | asked for was
Nl simple robes!
| said I'd start
them today! | can't
make a whode outfit
overnight! |

i&% b |

Mo, no, they're '
not ready yell Well, | - | may have
gotten a litihe ambitious.

I don't get it it, Natani, Loak, if you want my help,
whal's the big deal? So what \ I want to know the truth.
if you look like a woman!

If Keith really is
in danger, what does it
matter what the olhers
think aboul you?

Agh! Listen, | don’l
have time for this! Keith's
life is in danger! | have 1o
get help from the others,
but | can't go out in a sheet!

.. it
matters
o mae.




M-no Basitin black
magic? How... er, what
gives you that idea?

Natani, please, I'm
really tired and cranky.
If you want my help, just
be honest with me.
I'm not gaing to

Well, you see... |...
you don'l understand,
it's just that... um.

A-alright, fine.
The truth.
There's no Basitin
magic, Keith was just
covering for me.

judge you, Matani,
but don't lie.

He's not in immediate danger, but... a
spell | cast will kill him eventually unless
the others can help me talk some sense

But the... way | am is
inta the stubborn idiot!

the result of black magic!
It was just years ago...

AL No, no, that's true!
A L (pastiany) But | don't have

time to go through my
whaole life stary!
Keith, danger,
remember?

Really? How?
hat's mot another
“cover, is it?

Well, you had time
to come to me. What's
the matter with him?

| see.., well, there's no way | can finish your
What?! Why robes today, but | think | can scrap together
would you do something to at least cover up your... figure.
Sato o ¢ T’ need an hour minimum, though
: __And in retum,
e tell me your
I wasn't trying to story. Tﬁ’:_ff:ﬂ
hurt him on purpose! ong, okay'

mistake.
Damn it, Keith, After
1 finish saving your Iife, 'm
.| don't want Keith going to kil yau for this.
to die because of me.




...and then they called me
into the court. | didn’t even care
about being banished again.

But it wrns out, Alaric
had planned for this all along! }
| was made a generall .
I'm still ot sure how
that even happened.

Keith, what did
she mean?

They even gave
me my own armor!
I'll show you!

Then tell me what
MNatani meant! Why did
she say you'd die™
I-is that how
I'm still here? Ami |
killing you?

Laura, relax, I... I'm
fine! Everything's fine.

Don't worry aboul it.

All the more reasaon! You

\ ¥-you can't do this,
Keith! If me b-being here
is hurting you, you have

to... s-send me back!

Laura, you
begged me not 1o
moments agol

That was before |
knew it would mean
by, you would d-die!

were lerrified when Natani said
you had 1o go back! | know those
were your true feelings.
Besides, | fegl fine! Maybe
Natani is wrong. There's no
way o know how the spell
will affect a Basitin.

Laura, please. | need this.
You don’t know what the last few
days have been like for me.

| kniowv this is selfish,
but | just want lo be happy,
even... if it wont last.




I mean, |
know | am, but
what Natani sa—

mmmph!

You are real. | ¥
don't know how, and
| don't care.

| won't abandon you again.
I'll find help. One of my friends
must be able to do something.

I'll do whatever it
takes to save you.
So pleass, don't
worry. Let's jusl enjoy
the time we have.

Listen to me,. Laura.
| know you want io slay here
just as much as | want it.

You travelled across the
ocean and to the edge of the
world just 1o find me.

You deserve to be
happy. We beth do. So
please, don't worry.

| can't help it.
H-how can you
even be sure that
I'm really... me?

Forget what
MNatani said.

I know it's you,
Laura, Mo amount
of imagination could

replace you,

O-okay, Keith.
I'll try, for you, if...

..if that's really
what you desire.




Admit it, Trace.
She's a cute kid.

a manipulative
sort of way.

Have you ever
thought about... ;
having kids? Er... no, I... hadn't
really considerad it.

Honestly, | kinda figured
“no kids” was a foregone conclusion
once | decided 1o stan daling oulside
of my own species, you know?

I... don't know. i I'm 8 So yeah, I'mnot 7 Wait, wait,
honest... | think I'd probably exaclly father matenid, back up.
be the worst father ever.

| have about six months
worth of life experience and
about two decades worth of

stuff | can't remember.

Everyone in the world
gither hates me for things |
did or wants me to go back

to the way | was before,

Um, well_.. | just need
to kmow, it's important. If it
were somehow passible for
us... would you wani that?

Including an evil black smoke
hallucination which | think might be my
past self trying to reassert itself.




Oh, yeah, well...

It only happened once
this morning while | was
cooking breakfast

Manipulating?
I'll be honest,

a freaky voica in my
head is pretty unnerving,
but I'm hoping it was
just that once.,

What do you mean?
Whal did it say?

Well, it seemead 1o
think you were keeping
something from me.

And that when you told
me whal it was, that would
somahow make me go back

o my "old ways.”

W-weill, that's okay!
I'm sure whatever it
is, I'll understand!

Besides, it's not

y like you really are keeping
some life-changing secret

L from me anyway.

There's absolutely
nathing you could tell
mie that'll jusl make me

flip out, / swear!

Hey, maybe if |
just guess, itll, um..,

soften the blow.

And | didn't listen
to it. cbviously! | might
be a litthe naive, bul its
attempts al manipulating
me wene transparent.

So you see,
it— wha-?! Hey!
Dan't be like
that, Flora! | would
never do that!

S e

Is it your health?
Y-you're not dying
ang you?!

Mo, na! I'm fine,
Listen to me-
Is... is it about

our relationship2.

W-wall, yas,
sort of...
Is il... t-that

you want to stark” yp e ooy

seeing oher { inay piease, no

Is it that you're gunna
be a mama tiger?!




Lock, Kid, | appreciate that
you're trying to help, but this
is an adult conversation.

We don't need
your silly, nonsensical
suggestions.

Mow come on, oul! We'll
figure out what to do with you
after we're done talking!

“Right?” A-as
in... correct?
But she... she
was implying that...
YOU Ware...

really had me going
there for a second!
it Did you two plan this
out from the beginning
or did y-eeecese-!

; A, |
was just trying

Trace, you
promised not
to freak oul.

I consider falling
unconcious 1o be a
form of freaking out.




Trace, are
you alright?

| don't know! |
really have no idea!

1 anly found oul the day we
left the island, and even then,
| wasn't sure | believed it!

I just always assumed
it wasn't possible between
a human and a Keidran!

Yeah - | mean no!
| mean... when? How?/

THATS BECAVSE
IT TSHT POSSTELE.

T-Trace, | know how i
might seem, but | swear
never been with anyone else

since I've been with youl

That's why I've been so
distant with you lately, and
wearing this all the time

| didn’t want o keep

i

FOU KROW WHAT Sue's 4
SN THG T3 IHPOSSI‘BLE.!

SHE'S BEENM SLEEFING
BEHIND YOUR BAck.

t, but | had no
a how to explain it!

b OH, T SORRY

MM T SPEAKING OVER

HER WORDS? THEY ARENT
THPORTANT ANV,

PO YOU SgE NOW
WHY KETDRAN cANNOT
BE TRUSTED? NO MATTER
HOW HUMMM THEY SEEM,
THEY ARE ANIMALS,

P MAYE TT WAS THE WOLF?
SHE WAS ALL OWER WIM AT

; THAT FESTIVAL, REMEMGERT
175 KO SURPRTSE SHE'D
BEND OVER: FOR HI- ¢




Trace... not you.
| thought if anyone
would believe...

I'm niot angry.

Mot at you.

Mo, of course
not! Listen to me.

| know you. You dont
have ta explain yourself
to me - or to anyone else
for that matter!

If you say it's the truth,
then | believe it!

Thank you!
You have no idea
how much of a relief
that is to hear!

And you're nol
just saying that?

Nao, like | told
you before, | trust
you. Really.

Although, you didn't
have o tell me to shut
up like that.._

Sorry, that wasn't
directed al you.

.- Smoke
hallucination?

Right. But it
doesn't matter.

It doesn't know me,
much less you.




7 '/ That smoke thing
THIS [SNT aVER. fill worries me. Is it
i still talking to you?

Yes, itis. I'm the A \ — It was,
only one in control \ but | think it's

of my thoughts. gone now.

I know | said it before, but
it's such a relief to finally be open And speaking of
with you again, even though I'm the bed. I'll finally be
siill unsure how it's possible. able to sleep without
> wearing this thing!

I think the stress
was slarting to make | can't tell you
my fur fall gut. how frustrating
..Or maybe I'm just that's been!
shedding my summer coat,
Either way, it was making a
mess of our bed,

Yeeeah, | With our fight on the
wasn'l going to island, and then me avoiding
mention it... you ever since, it feels like it's
been forever since we just...

Actually, know what, f
Trace? Bed sounds pretty But if you need
good right now. me, you'll know

Right, uh, stay out of trouble,
Squirt. We'll be back... later,

Huh? But
it's still moming.
W just got up
two hours ago.




And... that's
aboul it... | guess.

Wow, Natani.
| had no idea.

Thank you
for being honest
with me,

I'm sorry.
| know now why
you're so uncomfartable
with people knowing.
| understand very well
the desire to not be judged
by how you look
We're more alike
than you might think,
in that regard.

v

| don't logk like this
by accident, you know,
| was bred this way,

As were my parents,
and theirs, and so on,

I kmow what kind

It doesn't help lha

they're right — it's exactly
what | was bred for.

Yeah, well, you kinda
ackmailed me. It's not like
I had a lot of choice.

And since you've '
lold me a secret, I'll tell
you one of mine.

Thera's a reason why
canines and felines aren't
often bred together.

I'm infertile. | cannot
ga into heat. I'll never have
children of my own.

It's alright. It's thanks
to that | was allowed to be
sold to Eric, after all,
| can't imagine
where I'd be right
now otherwise




Man, now | feel like
a real asshole, sitling here
complaining lo you about my
perfectly functional lady bits.

Care to trade?

Hahah... | dom't
suppose you have
a spell for that?

Mo, but if | aver
find one, you'll be
the first to know,

I'm certainly never
going 1o use mine.

And believe me, you're
not mis.sing an'_dhing when
it comes o esirus.

I's the one thing | hate
mast aboul being stuck
in a woman's body.

It's the only time where | feel like I'm being
confrolled by my body, and not the other way Yeah, well. thankfully

around, |... don't like being controlled. my brother's always been there
for me; making sure | didn't do
anything stupid 'd regret.

That first year was bad, though,
We__. hadn't learned lo completely
block each other out yel

| hadn't thought
of it like that.

“Poor guy™
bl He only had to deal
with it once!

This guy's had
o deal with it his
whole adult life!




S e you almost
done? | feel bad encugh
wailing even this long.

Just about,
Just need to make
sure this doesn’t fall
apart like last time.

You really
care about him,

W-what do you

mean? Of course...

We're... friends.

a debt. That's all
there is 1o it!

And there was also that time | caught the
two of you in the baths together. | didn't
Know il at the time, bul in hindsight...

H-hey! That was a misunderstanding! We ended up in the
same bath by accident! And he was washing my back! It
wasn't what it looked like! | don't even know why | ket him—

Okay, good.

As | said, Keilh's not
in danger of just dropping
dead or anything, but...

| don't know how
leng it'll take to make
him see reason.

Yeah. You probably
already guessed, butl Keith's
been covering for me.

| assumed 50,
from all the talk of
“Basitin black magic.”

Woah woah woah!
| wasn't implying you two
were doing anylhing!
| just meant
it's obviocus he'd
known then.

Right... well...

Anyway, Keilh's stuck
his neck out for me a lal.
He protected me when |

wasn't... in control.
He even risked his
own life for me.

And what have
| ever done for
him in return?




Ugh... | can't
believe I'm talking
about this stuff,

| was never
50 mushy with
Zen around.

| mean, don't get
me wrong. This has
been... weird.

BuL... it's kinda nice
to be able to talk about
this... girly stuff,

I don’t blame: him.
But | couldn't ignore
thiem like he did.

Mo, na,
| understand.

haven'thad alotof = \
women in your life. 4 8

Well, you're
in luck! The robes
are finished!

S0, you won't
have to pul up with
all this “girl talk™ for

much longer.

waYou know, | really
hate to admit it, bul...

This... wasn't
as lerrible as I'd
imagined it,

My brother's - erk! -
great. He's always been

supportive, but...

There's just
some stuffl | can't talk
ta him about!

Like... these things!
When they started... becoming
a problem, Zen just pretended

like they didn't exist.

Well, | know
we need to go help
Keith, but...
After this is all over,
if you ever feel like you
need mare “gir talk”...

Ill be here.

... Thanks,
Sp= Kathrin. I'll...
think about it.




These...
are my robes?

Wowait! | know
thiy aren’t very good, but
please remember, they

aren’l the final version!

Thanks, Kat.
These are greal.

Oh, you're
welcome! -t was
nothing, really.

The vest was mostly
done. All | did was modify
your old robes into some

pants and a cloak.

Hey! Where
is everybody?!
Hello? Stripes?
Hey. | need 10 borrow
your pet human.

No, no,
they're nicel

| can't remember the
last time I've had something
that actually fit me right.

Well, they
work! Now let's
get going|

Q-oh, night,
I'm... right behind
you, Natani.

You in h—woah,
what the...?

‘Who in the
world did that?!




Wha-?! Who
are you?! Where did
you come from?

Don't you remember?
We've met twice before. I'm

Lt Madelyn Adelaide!
From now on,

But you can call me Keith and | are going
Maddie for short. Or to be very close!
Madness for long!

Oh, right... you.
The one who wrole that
hear-filled letter.

What are you
doing here?

Gah! | don't have time
for this! Where is everyona?
| need them herel

Mow listen
Pipsqueak, Keith
doesm't need you,

he's gal me!

You do? Hm... oh!
thirk | know a way lo get
everybody's altention!
. .




But it's the
normal kind of freaking
...I'm still surprised . b aut, | think,
how well you've been f \ =
taking the news.

Not the...
crazy evil type.

Well, don't
get me wrong,

Good! | don't
care much for
that one,

o _..I'm slill kinda
freaking out about
the whole “being a
dad” thing. 4 b ) Actually, I've been
thinking about this whole
situation, and | figure...

A lot of people can't
read or write, right?

So maybe it
isn't as impossible as
everyone thinks.
Maybe hybrids are
just 50 rare that they've
gone undocumented?

It must be... but
I'm not sure if the others
will accept thal.

It's common know-
ledge that humans and
Keidran can't breed.

ou're right, Trace. J
a Let's just enjoy the peace
! tlolﬂ you, we have right now
':::{:;f:ﬁ:"g?‘ I'm just glad there's
5 . nothing else for us to
be worried about.

If they can't
accept it, then it's
their problem.
Come on, let's not
worry about what
might happen




Well, we'd better
check it oul.

That crash sounded like
it came from the kitchen, and
Eric's sure o have heard it

Yeah, | suppose.

Hey, aren't you going
to gel dressed first?

Actually,
you know what?
I think I'm good.

They have to find
out sometime, and you're
right, its nat worth the stress
of keeping it secrel.

| think that's a I've been wearing
good idea. As long them for a while, anyway.
as you're sure. They were getling a little

Wha-? Me?!|
didn't do anything! W-where did
It was her ide— she go?! She was
right here!

Matani! | heard a
crash, is everything-

What did you?!




Hey, we heard a
crash! Wha- woah!

Hey, what the
heck is going on
in here?!

Matani smashed
up the kitchen! Aldright! War
to go, Natanil Fight
the power!

That's my
material! You
stole il

| already said
| didn’t do it! And
this isn't important
right now!

Take it
off, now!

I didn't steal
anything!

And if you touch
me again I'll break off
our hand and beat you
1o death with it!

Leave him
alone, Eric! | gave
it to him!




Kat! How

could you?! | knew exactly

: how much that material
You have no idea was waorth, Eric!
whal that material

was worth! £ FOLER CNET B

you might think if you
bothered to notice!

So if you're
going to yell at anyone,
it should be me!

But after all,
what's yours is
mine, isn'l that

right, Brother?

<I'm captain of this
ship and | don't appreciate
being threatened!>

<Now those robes were
not Kat's to give, so either
you pay for the damage or

That doesn't excuse
you hand them owverl>

you from taking my things

without asking me!

What's gotten into
you, Kat? We're gaing
to have to have a talk

later about this.

Whal's with
all the yelling,
you guys? 4

Did something




Flora, you...
are you...?

Eric! Don't
go being mean to
her now, tool

She's just a bit
pudgy! And she doesn't
M\ like it when people go
. pointing it out!

<You! Stripes!=
=| nead your
human! And you
have to translate
for mel>

<I'd like to see
you try, humanl>

<I'm giving you until
the count of three,, >

<Would you all
just shutup sol
can explain?!>

<And talk normal! |
can't understand your
human gibberish!>

aren't finished
here, wolfl=

<Either you give
up those materials,
or I'll have you put
in the brig!=

Yo [rignds
A SCary.




Laura™

That's impossible!
You're... | saw you...

<It's not a ghost!
That's whal I've been
trying to explainl=

<She's an illusion - a
spell that creales your heart's
desire, while leaching away

your life in exchange.=

I-It's a ghost!

The ship is
haunted!

=0h gods, no!
Ghosts on a ship
are bad luck!>

<The Na'Rella
is doomed!>

=Shut up, Natanil
Don't talk about her like that!
Laura is not an Sit7l>

<5he's reall>

<And il it's not taken
care of, it's gaing 1o end

up Killing him!>

<He's only saying that

because he desperately wants
it to be true! Of course the fake
would say it's real!>

<But Natani... what if
Keith's night? We've seen
ghosts before. What if it

really is Laura?=
<Flora, tell
your human 1o
dispel itl>

<That's not the point!
Are you people listening?
Keilh's going to diel>
And ghost orillusion,
Lawra. Is. Dead!>

<She's not a
fake! | know Laura.
| can telll=




<I'm not lefting you
take Laura away from
me again, Natani!>

=Why won'l you just
leave us alone? What do
you have against her?=>

<"Whal d
“Again?!®>

<I'm doing all of
this for youw, ya moron!
And you know itl=

<Well | never
you tal So why
can'l you ju B
in pea

-\\"*'-_._____..,—-’/I

K _

care aboul you,
you idiot!>

<Do you really think
whal happened at the 1
meant nothing o me?

<Wel it dicl=>

<And you know h
hard il is for me 1o ¢
like: this = especially
of everybody! Bu[... l... | need you, okay?! <And right now, you need me,
ou're the best friend | have too. | won't let you destroy yoursalf,
on this stupid boall> even if it means you hating me!>




=1 know...
and I'm sormy.>

[
;A

<l shouldn't have
said that. | don’t blame
you, | just..>
<| can'l give up
on Laura... again,
I just can'tl>

<Naot if there's
a chance._ >

S <Alright, look, let's all

just... calm down now.=

<Natani, you're right, we have to do
something about this, but it would help if we
knew exactly what we're dealing with.>

=Maybe there's some way
to prove one way or anolher
what she really is.>

<But there isn't! None of us
knew Laura except Keith, and it's
going o act just like he expects!>

=Well, wait, how
enactly does this spell i S
of your work?> <Like | sa_n::. its a
heart's desire spell.>
<It takes your memories of
a person and recreates iL>

<But the illusion
can't be perfact!
81, can ity

<Well, no... it's only
as good at the memories
That's probably the reason
why she looks younger. >
<It's how Keith
remembers her best.>




<But... then that’s
it, right? She looks <You would
young, s-s0 illusion, think, but it's nat
not ghosl, yes?> that simple._..=

<The illusion claims
1o be a spirit using the
spell as a means of

manifesting itself.=

<If it really is an
illusion, and it's only
made from memories

that Keith has...>

<Yes, but...>

<Well, then it is simple! <Who else knows anything
about Laura that Keith doesn't?
Mone of us really had enough

lime to... get lo know her_>

=There is
someone alse >

<Trace was there,
before she...

...Atl the beach. He
was holding her, and
she was awake.>

Did you speak
with Laura while you
were carying her?

<If he can prove to .
everyone what | know & Huh? Uh, ',leah_. 1 did,
she is, then do it> ; 8, why? What's going on?




Keith, are you
sure aboul this?

Ak
Alright, then. | need o ask
Laura? ing
o you something.

l‘ i When | was carrying
W you down frem the mountain,
@ you were pretty out of it.
But you did tell me
a few things. Do you recall

#

o | what you said to me?

<Y'ou see now?>

<5he doesn't remember
because Keith doesn't know.>

It doesn’t
mean that!

4 1'?:( She wasg dying al
: the time! Of course she
- might not remember!
s g Laura, please. You

— mentioned the first time we mel.
f T’ Do you remember that?

Oh... the first
time we met? I...
know that...




Well... t-the first
time we mel was at
the inn, wasn't it?
| fainted... but
Keith was there.
| don't know
how that proves

It does, because
that isn't right.

once bafore.

Something
only the real Laura You're lying

would know. to protect me,

aren't you?!

Laura, don't
do this to me!
Tell the truth!

Please... jusl
show them...

Pigase... | need
you to be real.




[ she wouldn't wanl lo see you wasling

But you do.

Your friends.

Pecple who
care about you.

You have
o, Keith,

Even if | were the real Laura, With them, |

: know you can.
away for a few more days of life. ;
She would want
yau o Inve on.




I'm sorry. I've
been so stupid,

Mo, Keith.
You're just in pain. Please don't slay
. : bitter with the: world.
You've been in It's not what |... Laura
pain for so long. would want.
And I'm so sorry
| added to it. But your
friends can help you.

Yes, | getit. IU's
time. I'm not ready,
but... | get it.

Lawura... you don't
hawve to pretend anymore.
| understand now.,




Ma, Keith, IU's about
whal you need more. And
you know what that is.
But you
have to admit it
to yourself]

You're right,
Laura, you're right.

| forgot for a while,
bul... | need 1o live,

You helped me to r/




As long as | know
I'm not holding you back,
I can be content,

I think you've
helped me 0o

Hey, gotchal

The drain of the
illusion is catching
up with you

Come on. I'm
laking you back
to your room.




Man, am | glad all
of that's sorted now.

Ghosls, that's just what

we needed. Hopefully, no
mare drama crops up.,

Well on a
lighter note...
I meant to say
earlier, but | see you
decided to open up
about the baby.
Congrals!

You're
pregnant?!

You mean you...
really didn’t figure
that out already?

.UM, SUrprise?




Alright, here
we are.  Uh... sorry about
smacking your head on that
door frame earlier.

Yeah, thanks.
... think | can take
it from here,

Hey, | wasn'l
E::aggerallng when | said
it was killing you.

Just let me take
care of it. You'll nee
help getting that fancy

armor off, anyway.

There.

You're gunna feel
like crap for a while,

Bl :.n::u'll (+1:1 ﬁk.a:.l.

Sleep. Tomormow
will be better,

Matani... you do realize
Basiling er ear-rubbing o
be... an intimate gesture?

Do... do you want
me 1o stop?




