


Come on, Flora!

The new Grand Templar

=<Are they the people
Kei was talking about?>

=Euchre, you.. saved ma?=
<\Wall, of coursa, miss Flora_
| could never allow anything

to bring you to any harm.>

=th-thank youl=
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" <Well, now that the T
humans are destracied,

tell me, Flora..>

<| do.. say, what's that
around your neck?=

D’” i

=How have you been
doing lately? Have your masters

v <Theyre all very nice to
me. And Kei always lets me
. play with him.>

=Really? You are fruely
blessed to have such kind
human masters.=

b

<Well, I'd better be
going before my master
notices I'm missing.>

<Take care, Miss Flora,
and rememier._.>

<I'll always be here for you
if you ever need my help.>




Ah! If's morning!

It feels good to not
wake up to a nightmare
for once!

| wonder why |

In bed.. you..
... we didn't. . we
Are we under I couldn't have._.
attack? Did some-
thing happen?




Whiy? All | said was
that | enjoyed spending the
night in the same bed.

Don't evar scare
me like that again!

VWhat did you think
| think I'm gunna | was talking about?

have a heart attack!

-

Heh, for someone who
acis like you do, it's surprising
you don't know what | mean.

I'm a Keidran. All Keidran
my age act like this.

Well, that's not
what | meant...

But now that | think about
it, how old are you anyway?

Hey! What do
you mean by that?

You're eleven years old!?

Oh, I'm not
really sure.

| think I'm probably
eleven by now.




You have been found
guilty of melesting this
innocent 11-year-old.

Trace! Snap out of it!

Bu-but I._ I didn't...!

You're sentence is death.

What!? Bul.. | didn't
knmow! Véait!

Hald on! |
didn't do it!

You gotta
believe me!!

Right, In Keidran years,
I'd be an adult.

Oh, no, Trace!
I'm s0 somy!

| forgot about

Er... na time
for that right now!

We need to get

packed and out of
this human city!

Your going to be the
death of me, Flora.




I'll be back

..And to get a
clernic to look at this.

Just need fo get
some bags to put
our stuffin.

Man, sometimes that
\Flora does act like an animal.

Wiait, | shouldn't be
thinking about Flora like
that. She’s not.

Oh, Trace, | was

hoping 'd-
‘Whoa, what
happenad?

Somehow I've got
to eonvince him fo let
me travel along again.

She didn't do it on
purpose. She just gets
a little over-enthusiastic

now and then. | still need him for

my mission.

And without him it
might be a httle harder to

get out of this human town
with my fur intact.




What do you think? | finally
got a chance to brush my fur
after being in those woods.

| just talked
with Keith.

He says he
wants o travel
with us again.

Should we let him?

Keith? The Basifin?

Bu-but | was hoping
we'd be traveling.. um..
just the two of us.

Plus, he's mean!

Wiell, | was just thinking.

If we traveled with him
to his people, then..

we would.. heh_. have more
time to.. to be together.

If we just went straight
to Keidran territory, we..
you know wouldn't...

Well then, lets
get packing!

Don't want to keep
Keith waiting oo long!

| think it was then that | realized. ..

| didnt really intend
on ever leaving her.




Well, Keith said
to meet him in an

Because | feel more
comforiable when you're at

What do you
want to do?

Besides, with that symbaol,
people know you're with me.

Plus, I think you
lock cute with it on.

s

" ean, or at least
less like an animal.

Um, ckay, what do
you want to eat?

| got some bread from
the tavern. You can have
it, | already had cne.

‘ Uh... bread?

Yeah. Whats
the matter?

| think... yeah,
here you go.
Oh, anything!
I'm starving! Just
look at me!

Um, Trace. 1HEES

| think | need t

explain to you more
about Keidran.

Hey! Don't do
that in public!




Soyou're... a -- Oh, but | know what
carnivore? I'd really like....

Well.. | guess so_ e
only eat meat. When | was
a slave, | got really sick once
when they fed me bread.

T
| guess that's
out then...

I'll.. g-go find something
then. S-stay here.

| was just.. kidding. <Mow, miss Flora, what
have | always told you?>
Oh, shoot. | did it
again. | let my Keidran <Y¥ou should just act
get the best of me. like yourself.>

| don't want him to be
scared of me. Why can't |
just act like a normal gid?




P It's been guite a while,
hasn't it? Amazing, of all the
places, we meet up here.

So how have you been
doing since the escape?

It's... been so long..
Eu-Euchre.... I've missed
you 30 much!

Bu-but why are
you in th-that cage?

And these kind humans

Oh, this? Well. ..

| was out for a moming
walk the oiher day.

| politely refused...




Bu-but Euchre!
This is hormible!

| can't stand to see you ™
in chains again! | have )
to get you out of here! 4

| was just thinking
about leaving, myself!

| have to say, of all the
people I've met, you're the one I've ),
always hoped to see again.

I'd be honored to
travel with you.

You see, I've already
been sold, and apparently So even if you were

it's to somecne of royalty. g hubn';!:i:i,:::]s;illllymm?ldn'l

I'd imagine the only one
capable of getting me out now would
be the Grand Temglar himsglf!




But thera's more.

to gain suppont from the A

rest of the humans? | B
yes, basically.
p—— =

Trace, this is a

really bad idea!
One Keidran is bad
enough, but two! —
o A #
ere is no
(]

way |I'm traveling

Huff, no, no! huff.
| just saw a friend of mine-
another Keidran!
| need your help!
Your the only one who
can get him out! &

Besides, ifit's a male,

then you know we'll never
get any sleep at night with the
noise they'll be making.

Uh, Trace?

_ / Can [ talk
{  toyouin

private? &




What are you

talking about? f

Flora weould
never do-

Oh, you and your Keidran! '

How long have you
nown Flora, exactly?

Aoweek, maybe. Trust me, Keidran
are more like animals then you think. They
treat indecent aclivities as normal!

If you get two together, they
won't be able to help themselves.
. fouwon't like what happens.

Okay! Okay! |

...you need fo eat something
.. before we set your friend free!




Knock!
Knock!

Hey, still asleep?

| thought you'd want
up by now to catch that

. Karen? What are you doing
ot my hanging cn the balcony?
sword right here!

Just having fun!

Oh, whatever. Did you
see where Trace weni?

Yeah, he walked out and
went left down the road.

| —

Thanks. Guys! Se 4
head out to your left! )
[ A

Oh, wait, which
way is left again?




Well, his name is
Euchre, and I've known him
since | was a kitten_

So who is this "friend"”
of your's, exactly?

He always seemed very
cheerful, even as a slave.

He helped me out, even-
e-even when m-my masters
locked me up and sold me.

He was always there,
even when my human
friends betrayed me.

He helped me escape,
and | learned never to trust
another human again!




i =
=| brought some friends! e e )

count on you, Floral>

I - <Euchre! I'm hack!? =0h, good!=

<Hmm... a Basitin, too? You're hanging around
with an interesting crowd nowadays, Flora.>

- i
Yeah, sure. I'l go talk T ’l-
to that guy up there and

‘l ,
see what | can do. ’ l\"b What are you looking at, Keidran?

Excusg me, Sir. The new Grand Templar
I'd like to- has a bounty on you that |
intend on collecting.

B s, Traca. 've been expecting

you, Trace Legacy.




| am forever in
your debt for this.

Soww, | didn't
really do anythin-

Hah! They told me your

powers were crippled, but

this is too easy!

You're even weaker then
a Templar's apprentice!

MNow | know why they
wanted to get rid of you!

, what wasg °
that feeling?

Interesting...

Hey! Leave him alone!

el

Stay out of this, Keidran!




Hey all! Tom here,
creafor, writer, and former
pizza-guy of the comic!

Today | tum seventeen!
Yup, I'm an old guy.

Yeah, yeah, il's
ancther filler.

But there's a good
reason this time!

5o | guess | decided to
give myself some time off.

_..don't kill me. ..

o=

Outta my way! I'm in
the middle of something!




Mo, Flora! | have
te do something!
Ah! What.. what is this?

What are these images?

Dreams? Mo, not dreams.. ..

They can... they can't do
this to me. Na! They...

No one controls me!

| won't be controlled!

Master Templar..?

I'm sensing an energy fluctuation. Someone
is trying to access the tower's energies.




‘Whalt.. what's going on? by

| can't stop it! How..?
Who could be this powerful?

MNo! He's using too much
energy! The Tower Sphere cant
handle this kind of change!

Argl Get out of my head!
Leave me alone!!

| can't remember! VWhat
is this? What does it mean?

What!? How did you
break thru my barrier? = You haven't waon
yel, Trace!

You... you're powerless!
They told me you were! You
can't do this!

If this keeps up the
tower may collapse!




You're still nc-“"‘":]
match for mal s




Trace.. no.. you can't have returned

to yourselfl. Mo, not yet.. please. Trace..?







Get away from me!
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You.. you Kei... uh..

<| think | can
answer that one.>

7 <But we don't
have time !>

Euchre!

. Geez! Flora? What.. happened?
What happened? Whal's going on?
Where am 1?7
And why do | have this
really horrific-looking gash
inmy left arm?

[

<In the flesh, as
the humans say.>

<Euchre! | thought.. but
| saw you get hil You're

really here?=>

<But.. how did
YOu Sunive?>

<h, er.. that's not o
important right now.
How are you doing?=

<|__ I'm fing, | guess >

He attacked me.>

<\Mait, Flora, come here.>

<\Wiwhy would he do
something like that?=

<Flora, you're going to have to trust
what I'm about to explain fo you.>

<You see, Trace wasn't in control
of himself, I'm sure of that.>

=Someocne was using the Tower
to make Trace go berserk and act
cut his basic emotions.>

<\ell, | know the new Grand
Templar wouldn't want that, but
| do know someone who would >

<Someone who doesn't care for
the fate of either human nor Keidran.>

| do not

Plan?! You've destroyed
my Tower and nearly killed
everyone BUT Trace|

Your plan is a failure!

Trace's

Wrong!

quarrels of you Templar morials.

Her? But she's just

Ch? You don't
like my plan?

involve myself with the petty

| care not of Trace's fate!

There is only one thing | seek:
balance! | am Neutrality.

She is the cne who will bring
balance o the races.

And betrayal is the
spark the hatred

new Keidr-

| ean sence the hatred
in her heart already.




He still has a fever... ;
| don't know what to do.

lora, relax. I'm sure he'll be
fine_.. Tell me, why do you feel you
need to help this human?

<y

if

What!? No!

|.. haven't even thought..
well.. we're just friends!

But | was young and
stupid back them.

| wont make the same
mistake again.

Heh, so you're saying you
aren't young any more?

Oh, be quite.

You know I've always felt that
humans weren all that bad.

o

...You sure hawve fallen
for this guy, haven't you?

| geem 1o remember hearing
you say that one before.

And you know how that ™
tumed out, don’t you?

But I'm getting old_

I'm 21 now. if I'm lucky, | may
live to see another two or three years,
but | can't protect you forever.




Ah, ook at you, your
fur is in knots!

Ill be in my tent
if you need me.

This is insane.

| am a basitin
warrior!

My plans were almost
ruined yesterday.

my word | wouldn't
aven touch her.

Look, why don't you go and take a bath in
that river we feund and then get off to bed.

Sowhy do |
feel so guilty about
not helping her!?

Just about lost
my ticket home.

Eh, | shouldn't even
care if she died or not.

.... Then again, all's
fair, as the saying goes.

N




Wha- What?
Where am 17

()
N

'.,_-f /

Wait! Vehra!

See ya around,
Keith Keiser.

You're alive....

A

‘What are you
daoing out here?

Sleeping on the
beach again?

What are you doing cut here?
You lazy, pathetic excuse for a Keiser!

A




Mot again.. don't make
me see this again..

o

~ l | didn't do it!

Keith Keiser. For your actions against the basitin
people; for themurder of your own twa parents;

=1

LH'HBSS honor i |s restored..

hearby banish you
frnm these islands. ..




