The Weight of Armor

by Tom Fischbach



= ¥k




C-c-cold! How can
it be 3o cold?

He could have at least
offered to help me.
Itll take forever to get
all this dirt out of my fur.

| wish Trace was here, | bet
he wouldn't mind.. maybe.

Euchre? Iz
that you-?

Ah, Trace!

I uh... ehm__. Don't
come in here! I'm naked!




Y Trace, I'm glad p
yourckay el 1P .. afraid you might
A to death from when
| clawed your arm.

Yeah, it still hurts_.
but.. not as much as.__

Flora, please wait...

After all the time we've
been together..

Are we back to
where we started?
How could | ruin it
all.. in one day?
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Flora.. I'm really somy. .




Meh? No.. wa.. wai...

Claws_.. digging into
my back... pain...!




Oh, no! I'm somy! & " Yeah, I'm kinda
| didn't mean to - - used to it now.
jump on you again. ] |

&0, does this mean

you forgive me? Ah, why do | always
remember that?

Where was that lake
again? Maybe | can wash
the memones away.

Hmm... | suppose.

Oh, there it is.

Name it! I'll
do anything!

Eh? Is that Flora and.. Trace?




Keith-o-ision . Um... Trace.. 've been wondering.. Do
you think of me as just another Keidran?

What? Of course not. | don't
think of you as a Keidran at all.
Really?

Oh, that feels great.
Harder! Harder!

ut you know you
can brush harder. My fur
isn't that fragile.

But then again, you're really
the cnly woman | kn - I have
nothing to compare with.

Sigh, no, no.
| think I'd better-

So.. want me to
keep brushing?

Trace, w-what.. are you doing?

I'm... not really sure. Can it be true? 1s

he going to_.?




Keill be the daddy.
You'll be the baby..

g cant be friends any-
t isn't normal, you know?

Flora- mrrpph...17

Oh, what the heck.
&




This.. this can't be!

It's just mot right! This goes against the
basic principles of every known race!

| have to stop them!

‘What do you mean “no"
Didn't you see what they d

Let.. be. |.. talk
to Flora later.

Oh, yeah? Do you really
think you can stop me?




Oh, I'm somy, Trace. |..

Oh, no. You didn't catch
a cold, did you? Hey!
You don't have

Mo, | think it's just the water. to carry me again!
It's freezing, even for me.

But I'd never forgive
myself if you got sick.

hat | thini out
5 prefty horrible. .

y! Hey, it was a
joke! A joke!

Watch the claws!

It wasn't love... but it
was pretty darn close.




Wow, | feel great today!
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’p Too bad Flora ' ik 45 i

( isn't up yet. == ‘reah.l .. didn't f

Y sleep very well.

Great! I'm sure Flora
will really like that!

Oh, uh, sure! ’

What is it_. uh_.?

| am called Euchre. And__.




Trace, relax. Flora is_ sister-like for me.
I'm not fight you. It is easy to.. hurt Flora.

Flora has huri before.

Just wam..

With you.. it is hard. | willn't
stop her. She is happy.

Ill ke watching you
very closely, Mr. Templar. | know a lot more then | let on.
Flora is counting on you,
Trace, and if you ever hurt her...

g Hmm... that's odd, | feel
really.. different today.

Teehee! | kinda wish he
would have slept in my tent.

That way | could.... oh!
Er.. check on his bandages!
Yeah, that's right.

G-good moeming, Flora!
Got ya some fish...

B-but be careful,
it's hot! Don't want you
ta- to burn yourself!

Yeah, don't want
you getting hurt...




Tl
W Eh, that's okay...

Why are you WV wl What's wrong? /
runnlng away" Yeyou don't like me

anymnre"

Wait, Flora. ..

[




Trace, we really need to get
geing. Ifwe're quick, we can reach the
nearest port in about a week.

Alright, we're ready

whenever you are.
Do you mind looking cwver
the map with me again?

W
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~Wha-! But how.. you ™,
mean Trace? Eh, no! :I
. he. you see, we.. .~
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So, we'll be leaving human territory ¢~ Trace, can | talk to you

|
sonn and reach the sea from her o Sy seaicta poni] M about something ?

| think it's impertant | tell you
Let me be blunt. 3 1
Your relationship with something about Keidramn.
Flora won't work. They aren'i like human females. They
run on instinct, and one of these makes it
impossible to commit in someone.

er instincts will eventually force

| saw what you did yesturday, and her to find some other male.

| don't care, it's your business, but...

Flora may not even realize she has this instinct, but ] She just won't be
it doesn't matter. I've never heard of a Keidran { Y able to help herself.
with the same person for more then a few wee A {

At least, not at her age. )

You don't know what
you're talking abouwt!

| de! | know what it's like!

EBut fine, don't believe me.

So you see, even if you did You can see for yourself.

overcome your differences, a lasting
relationship simply is not possible.




<Flora, remember what ['ve .
always told you...>

o : el Flora? Are you over he-
f
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> \ow, Euchre, you're

i
‘ .. one sexy beast!
S 4

| am, aren't I?



Floral Come on. Keith says
we need to get moving.

Is there something
wrong, Trace?

WA
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Something.. | did?

Hey! Flora, cut it out! Come on, Trace. Why

7
Cuit it, I'm trying are you mad at me?

to be angsty!

.f""-l'rn not! I'm net! Jeez, you make it
impossible for me to be moody.

And so we were off again__ | was
kinda glad Euchre wasnt coming...

Then again, maybe if he was here with us.
we might have actually found the poricity....
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Ah, this isnt working.
Here, give me the map.

Flora? Flora!

Landmark? The only thing ¢n the map
is the word "forest.” You aren’ looking for
a giant letter "T~ ar semething are you?

Maybe | can figure
something cut.

Where'd they go?




Trace! Trace!! Flara! I'm sure he's
O N o ek i , fine_ We just need some

we lose him? way to find him.

Do you know his scent
well enough to track it?
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What if he's
in trouble?

But I've never tried
this before. Letl's see..
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| think... he
went that way!

A-alright.. lead
the way, Flora.




Ah, 5o | guess "Keith
the Basitin" hates me?

So... what about
Keith the person?

It's just that we're
different races. I'm not
supposed to even be
talking with you.

Hurry, we have to
find Trace quicky!

Whin
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GRRRRR....

But I'm not
sure why...

You're not Flora!
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Hey! Come on!
What did | do to you?

Mol | can't get angry!
Mot with what happened

last time... arg! .. can't fight her...

l.. guess this is the end.

Newver thought I°d die this way...

Being eaten by a Keidran.

Everything's getling dark...
this must be- wait....

Hey you!

thwack!




Trace! OR, na! did B i
she hurt you? 4 J

ot
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<Please, we don't ¥
., want to hurt you > ( Wi
Jic L)

<We just want
ta help you.>
L3

~  You know, | really
. wouldn't if | were you.

.
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Should we go
after her?
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Mo. It's.. too late.




After about a day, it
When a normal Keidran becomes impossible.
experiences a lot of mental

trauma, sometimes...

Their minds will shut down,
_ and they revert back to their
primitive selves.

Occationally, they will--' |
snap out of it, but...

Well, you don't have
to worry, Flora. Mot while
I'm here to help you.




You're back a lot
sooner then | expected.

| had thought you'd
wanted to go with them.
Why change it now?

Besides, we have work 3
to be dene, den't we

The final tower is
almost complete.

Flora's so happy...

And Trace is... surprising. |
believe his intenticns are good.

They'll be fine.




But what were you ta-

No! I'll tell you later, Trace.
I'm tired, | need some sleep.

Fan-colored by Sage!

Goodnight Trace!

The last thing | want to
<, do is explain to Trace about
how Keidran sex works.
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Keith, | think semething's =
wrong with Flora ™,

Really...?

She said something about what

Keidran go through every so often,

but wouldn't say anything else.

At least | don't have to worry
about “that time of the year" any-
time soon. | mean it's been...

Let's see... last time was... )

uhm...

Oh, crap.

Wait.. you mean
Flora is.. i-in...

Welp, I'm tired! See
you in the moming!

Hey! Come back here!
What's going on?

| dunno, really!

You know very well,
now spit it out!




The next moming... Ch, good
morming Keith.
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Why did you
pull me away?

Okay, female Keidran
A hha‘-.'e this thing called *heat'

‘Which cccures about
five times a year.

Wait.. so do Basitin
g0 through this too?

Well, then how do you know all of
this stuff about female Keidran?

Keith?

That's none of
your business.

Fan-colored by Sage
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| really don't want to
avoid Flora. she might
take it the wrong way.

Ah, this is confusing.
Chances are it's not even
physically possible.

Mmmmrraaahh!
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But we can't just.. g == Dear Lord, not again! ‘ '
| don't think we're... ‘
A

Noooo! Don't! I'm.. ah..
saving myself for marriage!

| pounce you
all the time.

iy
Aww, silly Trace! /o Y
What's wrong? Fs
T ‘

Yeah, but_. Keith told
me about your.. uh..

Oh, he told you about that?

Then you know this means
!r we'll have to make the most
~ of our time right now.

'




This pain.. why does
it keep coming back?

This letter has haunted
me long enough.

It's time to complete
my mission and fullful
the contract.




So.. you're not a
sex-crazed kitty?

But thanks
for caring!

Well, that went better
than I had expected!

Didn't even have
to expain... it.

I think I'll take a nap il
we have to move-

It's in Keidran!

Aletter to.. Keith...

From... his wife?!

Fan Colour by DocRossim




| really need to ask Keith 4
\ about that letier... Aaaah
After | take a nap
for a few hours.

Hm, it must be
starting already..

Oh, well. Trace
knows about it now

Hehe, maybe when he
wakes me up... I'll..

Trace, we need to get
going. Where's Flora?

‘Well then go
and wake her, we Well, why don't you
wake her yourself?

Don't worry, it's safe.

She's not how you thought l
she was.. fr now. Fing, I'l go get her.

I
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Oh, dat's ckay.
I'm... sorry, Flora. A Id's ma faut.

y

| really didn't mean it. 3 2
Here, this should help. Mo, it isn't. |s there something
| can do to make it up to ya?

Well, actually, | was .l-Where the hell ™
Qandering if you could tell me.. id you get that!? )

"
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Mo, den't hit me again!
..what._. do you think
you're doing to Flora?
Uh.... n-nothing?
‘
1

Hey, what's with all
the shout-




(r get revenge if you cling
e [0 My legs like that!

He didn't do it on purpose!
Really, he was helping me.

*huff* Why do | even bother
runmning, | have nowhere to go.

Why didn't | just tell her the llllth?




M-my nose! 1°

You fixed it!

I'll just wait in there for
a while. Hopefully Flora will
explain things to Trace.

If not, I'll have my sword

I'm... I'm not really sure.

These powers are
50 amagzing. though.

" | never dreamed | could
do things like this.

And yet, it feels so natural ..

Vg
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Trace, wait! What-7

‘

ready to explain it myself. Flora and | would like

to have a word with you.



K.eith, please don't be mad Sigh, if you really
at me for reading that note. It's must know. then...
. justthat. You.. were you..?

After amiving on mainland nearly | asked the parents if | could
starving to death, a group of fox court her, and they agreed.
Keidran happened to find me. It wasnt all that unusual.

They helped me, for some reason. Gave me clothes,
and let me live with them as if | were their son. | was
young and took all the help | could get. After a few
manths with them, | fell in love with their daughter.

But I ignored them, and 3 months later asked
her io marry me_ She agreed whole-heartedly. i
| left immidiatehy afier
hearing that she was sleeping
with another Keidran.

¢ And that was that.
Happy now?

Then... two days before the wedding,
she went out and never came back.




Trace, | feel so Well, Keith told me something
bad for Keith. a while ago.. that Keidran can't....
| didn't mean to bring J
back bad memories.
: | know what
. he meant.
It's just that... if she loved a

him, why would she do that?

Trace, | premise, 'l never
hurt you like that__ never!

| swear!

Okay, okay, Flora!

| believe you. .
Keith, | love you.
L Keith, You know [l never
do anything to hurt you.
But I'm happy | promis §

with you!




