


After several hours. ..

( A | think we should

just set up camp nNow.
e ﬁ)

" We'll get there
in the morning.

Y

It's getting pretty dark. Q\ /

I'll get some
wood for a fire.
w,\

Flora, could you
set up the lantern?

Trace... | don't think

we should camp ut here. Keidran have been here. ..

| can smell their scent.

Huh? What's

wrong, Flora?

o |




Flora, trust me.
It be fine.

Trace, where did this
boock come from?

" You and | have been th
a lot in the las! fe 4 I'm sure we'll
be fine for one
night.. hm?

Well, um.. don’t woiry
about this old thing.
It's just an old
story book.

r taught '

ve

Yeah, | found it at the house. Nothing Don't worry about me.
you'd be interested in, I'm sure. This is my territory.
Well, I'd better continue
setting up camp.

Okay... do you mind
if | go for a walk?

Flora, you said it yourself__. I'll drag you back by the tail if

it's dangerous out there.

you get me worried about you.




Wait.. what

L I o o
| can smell... lots Maybe there's am i doing?

of scents here... one SOME MOore oVer..
familiar.. but. . no, none here..

...ngne of them
are rec

| should be happy I'm
not finding anything...

More Keidran is the
last thing we need.

Why would | want
to put that at risk?

<Mot used to these
feelings, are you?=>

<Without the power from those
Templar buildings, your instincts are
slowly becoming unsuppressed. >
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As long as | have
Trace, I'm fine.

E

r 2P
"{;if

I1sn' it obwious?

've been looking
\_ foryou, Flora. 4

I'm here to bring
you back home.

Have you forgotten
that we are engaged?

Come on, take
my hand.

?

~

e
\’\#h
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It's an arranged marriage!

Meither of us
have a choice.




| don't care what all those
old grey-furs arranged for us.
Meither of us really have
}fe-elings for each other.
*Twant to lead my own
life. | might be foolish, but
it's my own dec

Sigh... fine, go then...
I'll tedl them |.. couldn't
find you or semething.

At the camp...

Trace, I'm back!

Huh, oh, hey Flora.

You're back sconer
than | expecied.

| didn't want to be
your enemy, Flora_ | still
care about youl...

But.. | can't risk my
own life by coming back
empty handed.

| will bring you back, as
ardered. But | can’t do it alone...

" vaah, | got tired.
| saw some blue light

\ while | was coming back..

was that you, Trace?

UR, blue light? No..
.. um.. | have no idea.

“eah. | wouldn't mind
doing that myself.
But we'll have to go
our seperate ways when
that happens.
CYeah... | know...

| think. I'm geing
to go to bed. Is that my

tent over there?
Actually, that's Keith's.

&n where am -"\]
to sleep? /
il

‘Well, | haven't actually
set up your tent yet. And I'm
kinda tired myseif.

So, | was thinking..

If you wanted to_.
you could always..

Ah, ckay.

It seems like all we
da is travel around.

After all this is over..
| just want to go back home
and settle

Y-you mean.. you
don't mind if | sleep in your
tent with you...?







Huh, Trace?
. Mow where'd that
stupid human go? Sorry, sormy..
never done this before..
how about now?

Ow, hey, that's
my tail, Trace!

| know, me nei- egp!
mm.. that's nice..

What is the
meaning of this?
It's the middle
of the night.

Master, | think you should

On second though,
see this. It's a Keidran.

| think I'll go scouting
for.. a while_.

tocq TITEE S k-8 He mentioned your

d o name. Your... cther name.

Do you recognize him?
You know him?

l cl oL
o ¥ Yes.. he was a slave..
q b wound from long ago...
Cuick, get
him inside. Yes, Master.
4 A
ﬁ*
|‘| e,

It's been a long
time, old friend.

| still don't understand
why you needed me.




Ow.. my head... What__ what's gaing on?

Where.. am |? I'm... human!

| dont believe it!
| look like a human!

What the...?

My hand! |
have... skin..?

It is what you wish
you were, is it not?

My feet.. what's going ™ S, - Pleas:ﬁ let mle
on, I'm changing back! stay human!

I.. | don't want
to be an animal!

You can't hide
your true nature._.

Hm... claw marks...

Animal.. ah, now |
can't remember what
that dream was...

Merrr, Trace? Oh yeah,

2
I'min Trace's bed. Him. S8 En e o

marks.. from me?
| still can't believe ©h, | hope | didn’t
we actually did it hurt him. | have o be mare
careful next time.




hrmph... Flora._.

.huh, Flora?

Oh. there you are.
Good morning.

| I

What are you
doing up?

Rain, huh?

Well, | don't really
feel like walking arond
when it's all wet.

So | guess we're stuck
in this tent for a while.

Yup, | guess so!

Well, | just wanted to
open up the tent and get
some fresh air.

Unfortunately, the ground
was all wet. My feet got pretty
muddy walking around.

It must have rained while
we were asleep. And locking at the
e clouds, | think it might again.

Though, | don't want to
add any more scraiches..

And | don't know about you,
but | think | can come up with some-
thing to do to pass the time..

| den't mind,
really!




You've fallen apart.

Just like your little race.

‘Welcome back,
Ephemural.
It's been a while
since you've come
to this realm.

It was a bold move, altering
the mind of my warrior.

You knew you couldn't kil
him. Against the rules, of course.

Instead you had him fall for
the enemy. Mow that's clever.

Unfortunately, that little
Keidran fell in love as well.

‘When the time came, you
couldnt split them up.

Mow, without Flora, the Tiger
and Welf Clans have no alliance.

Already, the wolves have chosen
not to join the others, so sure that they
can defend themselves.

One by one,
the clans will fall.
Until onhy my race
shall rule this earth.

He may be speaking
the truth. The cutcome lies
on the mortals now...

" My powers are weakened. |
cannct risk attempting to enter the
world again for some time.

But perhaps there is something
| can do.._ there is another race...
One that i have not allowed
for many, many years.

| have no choice. | must ensure at
least some Keidran blood survives.

From this point forth...




e .

Flora, you asleep? :_‘,-

# mmm, ne,

| just resting.

,—""‘I-ihink we should
|:‘ probably start getting
%, dressed soon.
It's the middle
of the day.

Flora, you know
what | mean.

B —

/ ‘&l never be able to
xperience parenthood.

2
There's so much
we'll miss!
-

But where will we live?
And what about childre saying you don’t want
l.ﬂl .

-sigh- Flora, do you think
what we're doing is wrong?

neh, there's nothing wrong
with sleeping in once in a while.

It's not just the sex. Flora.
This whole relationship. It's just
nat.. you know, normal.
What if it just
doesn't work out?

Trace, | knew what | was
_ getting into when | chose you.

Trace, | know... we'll have
to think about it eventually.

_ me anymore?

And right now, the sound of your

- L heartbeat is all the assurance | need.
What? No, no! |

A didn't mean that... ,

Everything else
will work itself out




<You sent the Magi
to kill Flora too? Why!7=

<=There's no need to
shout. | may be old, but
my hearing is fine >

wd why do you seem
§ emed about the girl?=
M"";-‘ <You always said you
. didn't like her anyway.>

yeah... | did

. _sdy that.. >

<But, there's always a weakness.>

<\We need to lure him away
from the camp. I'm sure a little...
persuasion will do the trick.>

<I'm curious to see what
his hear's desire is.>

=MNephew, you know | have
never liked this arrangement with the
tigers. We wolves don't need help.>

<So, we have decided to take thi‘:-‘"“-
opportunity to break off from them =

<The tigers believe the girl to be
lost. They will not miss her.>

=#-are you mad? The
humans would destroy us
without the tiger's aid!>
<You impudent youth! We do
not need anyone's aid. The humans
are no match for us!>

<Damn it, he's been

sitfing there all day!=
<The targets have been
in their tent for hours!>

<| told you, he's a Basitin.
Military pecple. They don't get
tired like we do.>

<|f we try to Kill him here, it
might attract the others. \We can't
risk being cutnumbered.>

=Why doesn't he
go in his?>

Keith, it's been
5o long...

Why don't you
come over here?

Laura... how did you___ |
though I'd newver find you...




Would you get
kack hers!? This
isn't a joke!

Damn it! Stop,
you stupid Keidran!

Heheh, come on!
Caich me!

Finally._. how. .. how
did you find me?

You promised
not to call me that_..

What the- why would his That's not important.

heart's desire be a Keidran? Just make sure you take
him out, got it?

Hey! Hey! Don't you
dare star crying!




But if I'd have known,
| wouldn't have-




Keith.. Keith..
please don't die..

Hello? Whao's out here?

»
Keith? Where
f’ j are you?
o >
f A . | Flora, stay in the tent.

| have a bad
feeling about this...

~=Good job, Matani,
that ilusion of yours gave
us away for sure. =

e
=The illusicn cnly stays until \
the target is taken out >

<If your "Insta eath” poison
worked better, the illusion would

have vanished sooner!> i ’

<{Great, the crippled
Templar is on guard.>

<Mata- hey!>

to fight together!>




Keith...? Hey, whoewver
you are, show yourself.

....maybe my imagination's
Just getting the better of me.

Yeah, yeah.. no one's out
here. Mo Keidran would dare
Cross me, anyway.

Shield! Come on!
Shield!

SHIELD!

Aaah! Those
filthy- gaah!

Cowards! Throwing
knives! Damn, that hurts!

It'll take a lot more
the a few knives to-

=30 it's trug!>
<Ewven without a reserve
of mana, he can still obtain it
almost instanthy...>

<That's how the Templar
da it, they're draining the mana
right out of the ground =




i1

<Clever, Templar. ﬁ
Very clever.> .- J tﬂ

=You have better control

of you power then | thought!>

|'we got to heal

myself while | can... <Mot so fast, Trace!>

<Dispal magicl>

<Let's see how well you
fair without your magic!>

Ah- -it...
didn't work!

— .

<Pretty clumsy without
your right hand, arent you!>




Magi... brothers?

1" My human
; : is not good.
! But this is my name:

| am Matani_ | kill you today.

| am younger of
the Magi Brothers.

Wait, that means
there's.. two?

Erg.. this is
gunna hurt...




... @h.. what
was thal...?

<Dammit, | thought
Natani shut off his magic.>

<H& wonl bé 50
lucky this time >

<You leave Trace alonal>







Throughout my travels, I've heard a
lot of things said about the Basitin.

Mast of them weren't too flattering.

Basitin are tough. They can endure physical
pain that could easily kill most other pecple.

I've always found it remarkable, Two, they are stubborn. Or
considering their small size. thickheaded, as | like to say.

Oh, they also seem to have a
bit of a temper when aggrivated.

And probably most important of all, three. Either by a gift from
the gods or simply from thousands of years of living on an island
Full of deadly toxins, Basitin are, in fact, immunge to most poisons.




Hey, hold on
for a minute- Ah!

Jeez when they said
she was royalty, | never
imagined her like this

-gasp- wait, :
listen... listen! If you go through with the

marriage as planned, there's nothing
We- we don't our leader can do to stop it.
have to fight! 1

| believe that without you,
our race may die out!

| will not marry Sythe.
You see, we were
hired to kill you, yes..
But.. but! We also support \
the merging of the Clans. You selfish child!
We don't believe the Keidran can Think of your people!
stand up to the humans without it.

For goodness sake, We'll deal with
we don't have all day. et )




M-no, I.. canf...
| wont. ..

Save it, Zen.
| kmow how you feel
about the alliance of the
Clans, but lets face it

Sigh.. alrght.

I'm sorry about this,
girl_ I really am.

Shouldn't she have
fallen asleep by now?

She has a stronger will then
[ | thought, you'll have to take care
. of her the old fashioned way.
I've got to finish off Trace. ]
Kill her?
But Matani...

And you Know we
really need this job.

So just pick up your
sword and finish her so we

It's not our job to
can get out of here.

question things. It's our
job to kil things. (

But as much as |
hate it. Matani is right.

We Keidran are strong. We will
survive against the humans.

| will be sure to pray for your
spirit’s release from this world.




¥ Trace, you have
[ no idea how long I've
'\, wanted to do this,

This is for all of my
people- my family that you
murderad in cold bloed.

Listen, | know
that spell iz making
you weak.

Flora... Flora!
Listen to me. Just be sure to lie still.

I'm not going to Kill you. | became an assassin

I'm just going to make it look to kill the humans, but_ 1 will
like I've killed you. not murder my own kinda.

his has to work.
Flora must survive.

W It's too late for
( him. Natani is about

W to finish him off.
He's just a
human anywa

Prepare to die!




You selfish child!
Think of your paopla!

I'm nol going to kill you.

I believe that withou! you,
our race may dia out!
T Mo.. this is wrong.
my.. my people...




red in stones. ..

Mana is the basis of
all magic in this world.

Templar have the unique ability to draw mana directly from the earth.
However, cnce all the mana frem one location is drained without time
to replenish, it is the earth’s life-energy that begins to be drawn out.

This is also known
as black m

Itis a wery power energy...
but most refuse to use it

=How dare you harm
my oclder brother. You'll pay

for that. Basiin > <| took out the great

Trace Legacy, | dont think
you'll be much of a.. >

<...what's thizs? Why is..
the grass dying...?>

From what I've seen, taking life-energy from the earth often causes nervousness, viclence,
delusions, loss of memory, insanity and sometimes death. It worsens the more it's used. | must
be careful how much | use, | can already feel some of these effects taking held on me...

|scrawled on the side] I'm taking Saria to our house near
the Border this afterncon. She aways loves it down there.




You again!

Don't you people
ever stay down'?!

> This is bad... they're
both weakened, but with three
against one. ..

It... it looks It's happening
just like the magic... again! But..
¥ The magic of crystals 7 It's stronger
fermed from dying earth... .. this time!

But that magic's

H ]
What... kind of forbidden!

magic is this? It destroys the mind!

Wiwhat is that?!

...my demon__




and is only used as a literary
device in order to momentarily break-
away from the action.

In fact, | wouldn't be surprised
if a group of people are off fighting
a dragon somewhere right now.

While I'm stuck here working in
order to show another angle of the story.

Woah, what the
heck was that...

Man, everyday is
the same thing...

Why can't something
exciting happen to me for
once in my life!

But what's that
moving in them'?




-

/,...--'—'_‘—'--..._ .
Ah, there you are ‘- - "'--.
my dear "f'ran:e___ l N '
-

A man-made ""-l

- . dragpn...

~
Into trouble ag
always, | see.

<.
L

Trace, come on!
Snap out of it! Fight it, Trace!
Before that thing .~ Cantyou hear
kills us all! .. me? |t's me, Flora...
2 I'm here, Trace.

I'm right here
with ywou, always.

T-they can't...
they cant win...

I-I just can't fight
something like that!

Mo amount of gold
is worth this!

| have to get
out of here...

Going somewhere?




This is bad_..!

<Going to finish
me. eh Basit
<Then do it'>

There’s no way
| can win against that
demon, but._..
I've still got two mana
crystals left. If | can just
get away from here...

This is my fight,
Flora, stay out of it.
And tell Trace to
back off to, | dont need
his help to fight.

Ch no, not
again...

They're fighting again...
Keith, he's going to kill him...

The dragon - Trace isn't in
control of it anymaore!

TN
P




<Didn't anycne teach
you never to take your eyes

off your opponent?!>

Actually no... they
didn't have to...




I'm sure that spell of
his attracted the dragon's eye.

Keith, we have to
¥ Can you carry Trace?

Forget about
him, just go!

<| guess this is
my fate.. >

<| can't seem fto find
my last crystal, could have
swomn | had another..>

<MAN are you
overdramatic >

“
)
-
’

L 4 kﬁ.
LA

<Here it comes...>

<| guess this
isthe end...>

o
ol
X,

<['ve never
been injured
before. >
<That slice hit
pretty deep.>

<Mot that it'd matter, |
can't concentrate long enough
to cast a spell...>
<At least my last hours
ended in battle.. >

<Hey, I'm trying to give
my dying monclogue!>

=(h please, ya big baby.
That other guy had a sword
go through him, get up!>

=Hey- what are
wyou doing 7=




 Huff... If | wasn't for

| the fact that I still need

*._you for my mission...
s

EAWe Your ass.

. But then | wouldn't
- have an excuse for it

Hm._.. looks like |'m - .
going to have to interfere_. Gops, | think

he noticed me__

T
~~ Burning the barrior of 1rs&s_-""‘-.,
[ between Keidran and human |
. temilories can't be good...







(-
v m Come on, L - Grr... why are you helping me?
s

4 [ lets ga! . You do know | can still
A kill you at any-

The forest - my home,
it's buming!

There's nothing we can do.
I see the river over here, come on!

| saved you because
| den't want people to die.
Geh... where'd you go? And your threat is
; an empty one.
| saved your life.
You're bound to me by
our Code, you know.

Feh__. how do you know
I don't follow the Code?

Well, | doubt even an
assassin like you would
ever break the Code__

But considering you're weaponless,
magic-less, and wounded. ..

I'm pretty sure | can beat you.




Keith, we're here!
Flora! You- why

H is he with you?!

® (r

an

i i’
L.
<What'd he say?>

<Mevermind that now,~
what's wrong with Trace?

-
>

b

7i
| don't know, | cant
get through to him. maybe
you ghould try.

He seems to be in pain.




Trace, what's wrong?

- l..lcan'tsee... ]
-‘-‘-|—|_-_-_.—.-'-'-r

Finally, -huff- a break.

Now if only | could find
that darn crystal, | could get
gut of this forest...

This wound is siill bleeding... 4
I need to hurry before those three
notice I'm still here...

Ah, here itis!
| knew | had one left...

| feel somry for... her...
Such an odd group of pecple. ..




She'll most likely
be killed out here...
Mot that | wasn't about
to kill her anyway...

But considering they fought
off both me and Zen, it's a shame
they have to die now...

Yeah, that really made
me feel less guilty.

| must be insane... but she
did save my life. The code says

I must do the same._

=sigh- fine...

Mo, na! | can't be feeling
somry for them now!

My magic might help, but
then I'd be stuck here too!

Na, I'll just go home...
They probably wont
dig in the fire anyway. They
could just get ealen__.

Ah! What's happening
te him, Keith?

It's that Keidran! | knew
ou should have lefi him!







Trace, you're

el
awaka Yeah, | guess. My

head hurts, though.

And | think I'm seeing things... is
that Keith... on top of that guy?

Hm, and | always thought
he had a ¢rush on me

, shut up!
I'm not... erm...
“that way!”

n't understand a word
saying, and something tells
me | don’t want to know...»




What a wonderful day!

I've finally got that whole
tower explosion incident under

contrel and back on schedule.
You know who I'm talking

r And | hear they're | :
’ ' about, you stupid, dress-wearing
serving beansprout soup ' 1 “
' in the kitchen today! i 1 P \l SCriven ‘our ma:
' - That fool you call the Grand Templar! )

I... I'm not sure

| think he might still
be in his chambers.

Oh.. | hope this doesn't have
anything to do with Lady Nora.
| told Master he shouldn't have

employed that dragon.

Hm, I think I'll go have
some of that soup now.




Hey, get off me-__.

U/

Wha- where the I told you, you
hell did that come from? summaned it!

& You have to get
{ rid of the dragon
3 you summoned!

Wigll... | guess if | summoned
it, | can unsummen it

Come on. Let's go, get up.

Trace, you sound different...







qimce, wighape What's this? | sense

| need to more magic...

concentrate! Trace's magic. ..

I den't really know
what I'm doing...

But if | cast that thing, | think
| can take the energy back!

Something's ha ing!
ol e Surely Trace wouldn't be foolish enough

The false dragon’s energy to draw all that dark magic into himselft
iz being drained... but where

is it going? Surely...




Gah_.. I-I'm net sure. .

Trace, what's It feels like I've
been burned...

 Trace, Il finish him off
‘--..__I? Don't go overboard
b like you usually do...!

Ah... Trace, did you. ..
hear that...?

th-there’s another
and | think it just talked...




| think it's... landing...

Even when you and Flora :
were on my farm, | never treated ‘1
either of you like slaves.

7 That was a serious wound
[: you had. I'm still amazed how
fast you recovered.

I'm old... I've learned to ~
protect myself from such things All of Keidran kind wil

e cushe ; 1 be atits end if the final Tower
I am at the end of my §i is allowed to be completed.
one way or another. =

~ Using our own instincts ™
against us... a greal fragedy
is approaching.




It's been a long time
since I've seen you...

There, now that that's
been taken care of .. Have you forgotten
about me too, Trace?

Don't worry,
little one...

Geh... get back!




Eleh! You taste
like a Keidran. Are you okay?
You look a bit pale.

Smell like one too!

\What have you .\':I
been doing?

Oh, s0 you're the

Hello, | am known
as Lady Nora.

Ack! Trace!

Ah... I've goicha.
Are you okay?




bR - I
] Malsml's ah, Flnra j
|1

‘Well, Floras here.
That's all that matters.

'4 \Lh]
\ 1|

Ugh... where am 17

P‘XI
J-”

-

il

Nora? Wail._. how
da | know that name?

Good, you're awake! | went ;
hunting, I'll be right thers, Little Cne.

\ | decided 1o transport you o Ty
| Haven Fields, just outside the forest,
Town is just beyond that hill.




Meamahile. ..

I've found you at last,
Head Councilman.

Il

So you have.

Herph, you Templar are all the same.
You think your magic puts you above the law.
Don't think we aren't aware of you!

Dragons in the west, fires along
the border, and war at our gates!

The King will certainly M-neh... food?
see to it that you-

....what is this thing
doing in here?

Have you forgotten that
you still serve under the King?

The Templar cannot
simply take action on its
_own accord as it has!

Does it look like | want
food right now?

She hasn't been thinking
clearly since being exposed
to the Tower's magic.

Anyway, the King wishes
to see you immediately.




