~ Chapter Nine ~

TROUBLED WATERS






| think | heard
someone knock.

", Can you get that?

| let that girl get
away with too much.

| miss when she was
a kitten. She's become

b‘_ a real handful now. "’

I've grown so
used to her, though.
I'm too attached.

Hey! What kind of

servent says 'no‘?

Who could it be this &=
early in the moming?

r—1lksf

Ch, hey Roderick!

What are you doing
here at night?

Ancther Ternplar
night mission?

Hey, Lil' Bro.

Yeah, theyre
killing me!

We spent all night looking
for four people supposedly in
this city, but no luck...




i Hey, it's my favorite
Eric, who was al- slave, Spots.

O-gh, it's you... Come down here.

Alright, now go that way | told you not to boss her
and fetch me a drink. arcund anymore. | bought her
from you fair and square.

And don't call her “Spots.”
Her name is Kathrin.

Eh, Spots
is befter.

Relax. You're
too uptight.

Anyways, let's
il down.

Here, see if you
recognize anyone.




We dom’t hawve a lot of
info on the second pair...
But it tume cut the blue-haired
one i3 Trace Legacy, the former
Grand Templar himself.

| can't believe this._..
Those four are all
wanted by the Templar.
But... how could Flora
\_commit these crimes?

She doesn't seem capable
of it. Were they tricking me? &

It's strange, | never knew
what he looked like before now

For the last four years he's generally
been working in the shadows.

we suspect he's been captured and
brainwashed by the striped Keidran.

Heh, thanks kid.

N-no prablem.

What the heck is this?

It's piss warm!

I-I'mi sorry....

We have no ice
or magic to cool it.




o Fageech Weell, thanks anyways.

I didn’t see any of
these guys at the festival
yestarday or this night.

Just means they'll
probably send me out
some more today.

Well, they'll expect
me to report back.

It's good to see
you again, bro.
Stop by at Dad’s house
tonight, we're having a party.

Heh, gotta give Kat
something to do around
here, you're too soft.

Right Furball?
Hey, I'm talking to
you. Get over here.




Eric, you're a slave trader.
‘You're obviously aware
of the Templar laws.

You know that it's against
( the law to own any slave not
bound by a control spell.

She shouldn't be
able o say “no.”

| couldn't do it to Kat.
She's been in our family
since we were kids.

I'm aware of the
laws, Roderick.

| also know what
they do to Keidran!

Since you were a Kid.
-sigh- I'm not going to
argue with you. Run your
business how you wani

Oh, and Kat .

Just be careful Eric,
other Templar wont let
you off if they notice.

I've known you for 9 years,
and that's the first time I've heard
you speak up for yourself.

I'd hate to admit it, but
I'm honestly impressed.




Flora, | told you, you
don't have lo supress your
instincts around me.

-
But... | don't want you
ta think I'm weird.

What's licking

Oh no! | didn't
mean to do that.

Trust me, Flora, it's okay!

| realize you are a Keidran.
It doesn't bother me at all.




Hey Keith, Natani.
| know it's early, but
we need to get going.

Wie want to get on
the boat before 10.

<Matani, Trace is just
saying to wake up. Don't worry,
we're not in a hurny.>

This is going to end
up my fault somehow.




Hm, what
should | do?
It would be crazy to
get on a boat with four
wanted criminals.

| could be

There's an awful lot S Ly

\ of gold on Trace's head...

Well, why not?
I'm a business man,
wyou know that.
Mo one in their
right mind disregards
that kind of money.

But... you're
already rich.

That's beside the point.

You aren't going to : Why do you want to

turn them in, are you? : help them, anyway? You
] don't know them.

Erm, well... I've seen how
they act with one another.

| don't think any of them are
capable of being criminals.
And um... I've seen how
Flora locks at Trace.

It kinda reminds me of...
erm... of myself, sorta_

Hm? Yourself...?




You've never been
this outspoken before.
Why are you so adament
about me taking them? .

Why should | go out of my
way to help wanted people?

|-l shouldn't have
said anything...

Wigll, you wouldn't really be
going out of your way.
After all, you were planning on
traveling afier the festival anyway.

You're always going to other
towns, visiting... your other servants.

| was thinking maybe
| could go with you this time,
and help you out__.

You want me to travel out
to sea on a boat for a month
with a couple of criminals...

All because my slave
wants to come along?

Eh... go check if
they're awake yet. .




Huh... where'd
you go?

I don't think you should
be wandering around.
Eric might not like it-
what are you looking at?

Look at the view he
has from up herel

ou think we'll be on one
of those monsters, Trace?

I've never been on a boat...

Well, it's a long journey.
Judging by the size of
this house, I'd suspect it'll
be quite a large ship.




You guys enjoying
the sunrse?

Eric wanted me

to give you these. Fa

You'll want to wear
these robes on the way.

g - It's going to be...
amazil:l wh, % uh... cold once we get
g up out on the ocean.

Hm, these robes will be Wewhy are you }

good so we're not detected... staring at me?

but wait, why do they want You.. want those
us to wear them on the way? services mow?

Do... they know we're
wanted? Is this a trap?

X

That whole._..ugh,
bath incident?

Can | talk with you for
a second.. uh... Keith?

Cause. .. | don't want =
more people thinking that
I am_.. you know...

... you honestly believe
you're a guy, don't you?

I am a guy! Trueky!

Can we just.__ forget about
yesterday and start over?

Forget about me trying
to kill you, and you trying to
kill my brother, and...



ﬁ | realize what m

body looks
| don't want
to talk about it.

A A-attractive?
2 Mo one's ever called
me that before._

Aw, cute. You
got a boyfriend.

Oh, shut up, Zen.
I've managed so far.
I'm not geing to give in
to this female body now.

Is that 507 Your tail's
been wagging ever since he
called you “attractive.”

Just don't tell anyone
what you saw!
Alright, alright_

| just wish | knew
A why you hide it. /£

You're a lot more..
attractive without all
the black robes.

Er, | mean,
not that | care.

I'm not supposed to
look attractive, duh.

| zee... well, I'm
going to get ready.

Don't worry, | wont
tell your secret.

Gah! Traitorous tail!




‘Where are they?

Mommy, Daddy,
where are you?

Please, come back...

Don't you get it?!
Mom and Dad are dead!

They can't be gone.... ff&

where did they go? f =
Mommy, come back_.. L

-

Would you just
shut up, Natani!

And they're never
coming back!

Siop being such a
girl about everything!

C-crying about it isn't
going to get us anywhere!

‘\We've only got each other now,
and we hawve to keep moving.

Don't worry Zen. | wont

I don't want to cry... let my emotions control me.

| just want the
pain to go away...

| wish | was like
you, Big Brother...



Ewveryone read
Give me a minute to

\. put a seal on the house.

Aw man, | hate robes!

, They really mess up my fur...

<Excuse me. >
<How much are your crystals?
Do they contain pure mana?>

<l... have a few pieces,
of, uh, silver here...>

<Ah, finally! I've been feeling
naked without my magic.>

<You have no idea
what I'm saying, do you?=

-~ j
i -sigh-
{ <l understood that.>

<Come on Matani, we don't
want to attract attention!=>




Well, we made it. There she is,
Ma'Rella.

She's not huge, but there
should be plenty of room.

<It's the mana
stones you wanted._>

<Huh? Where
did you go?=

|l

<Don't get me wrong...
... just got them so you
\ wouldn't be complaining about
. them the whole time.>

Ah__ | feel strange___

Wewhy am | getting out of
breath all of the sudden...?




What are they
doing now?

They've just boarded
the ship, Father.

Good, keep a watch on them.
Be sure to get aboard as well.

F-father! |... | can no
Hey there, Templar Kitty. longer control him.
Why dont you take

a break for a while?
Follow Lady Mora...

He was ambushed
by... a talking cat. ..

They're doing...
bad things now. ...




It'll be ancther
hour or so until my | was going
crew's ready. I sailing cut am

Feel free to have a

look around meanmwhile. J'1 - Esfands: are

as good a place as any.

Just don't forget that deal
Thanks a lot, Eric. we had. | get Flora to pose for my
\We really appreciate artwork on the way there.

ﬁ’“[;,v \ you taking us along.

Speaking of Flera. ..
| have to ask...

This trip is going to g
take nearly a month. ; What?! Eh___

Flora's not in any ng, she's not.

danger of.. you know, going She was in heat...
into heat during the trip? a few weeks ago.

But why does
it matter...?

Ah, good. Kathrin's
safe too. That rules out Trust me,it's just
all female Keidran. not a good idea.

In an small area like this

Yup. all females here. .
i : boat, it effects everyone.

Indeed. Just the two.




Come on, Flora.

Let's go check
out our cabin.

Oh no, you're not getting
seasick already? We haven't
even left the port yet.

| know... but, I think
I'm alright now...

Flora...? Are
you alright?

I'm ckay... | just
suddenly felt nauseous
for some reason

Urp, | think |
spoke 100 s00N...

Ugh, | wish the beat would
stop swaying... back and..




i~ The harbor's given us ™,

permission to shove off. '

Alright, boys, let's get
some wind under our sails
and get out of here.

of peaceful sailing.
could go wrong in a month at sea?




I think this will be a
wery unewventful trip.

Everything seems So tell me, Trace,
to be going well. : how is Flora doing?

©Oh, she's alright.
The first few days were
a little tough on her.

I'm glad. I've been waiting for -
| a chance to paint her image.
But she hasn't Do you think, perhaps, she
goiten sick lately. could be available this evening?

Aw come on...
Do | seem like a
I'd almost forgotten pervert to you?
about that deal.

Ch, right, the paintings...

| suppose. um, tell me_._ Just have her stop by
You're not going to have my cabin in an hour, and Il
her pose... lewdly, are you? have everything set up.




Em, Eric? AR, Flora!
f I'm here for the,
uh, paintings. ..

Good to see you!
Come in, come in. Close
the door behind you.

How are you feeling?

You... want me to
change.. right here?

There's no reason
to be nervious, Flora.
| know we haven't talked much
in the last week, but we're all friends
here, right? You can trust me.

Embarrassing? Aw,

don't be ridiculous!
I've never heard of
a modest Keidran.

Come on, just take it off.
Well, ah... | don't know... 1'll turn around if it

it's just embarrassing! makes you feel batter.




Directly, anyways._.

Kidding, kidding!
Ow, ow, hey!

Already, let's get What are you talking about?
this over with. Kathrin? She’s not like that...

I've never taken

Flora, what's the big deal, e ih
anyways? I've seen you naked \i‘:irfge of her.

many times in the last week.

-gigh- It's not the
nude thing, | don't care.

Wait, you've... never...

But... you sleep in
the same cabin!

It's just... it makes me nervous
when you're watching me undrass.

You really come across as
a creepy pervert somelimes.




But... when our family aguired
,, Kathrin, she was just a kitten.
| was only ten
at the time.

Mow, don't get me wrﬂ-ng-,“"':]

Flora. | have spent...
“guality time" w:th_-—\r;l‘lh\’

of the slaves | own.

At first she was almost like
a pet. But we got older_..
| wont deny that we fooled
around cccationally, we were kids
after all. We were curious.

| guess | just respect her
too much to do that.
She really means
alot to me...

...l usually spend our nights“"‘\
teaching her how to read.

Huh... maybe | had Mow please take off

this guy all wrong. your robes and bend over
Maybe he isn't such ! \ against that pole there.
a pervert after all... y

Well, enough
about my past...
Hm... | think this is a
good encugh warmup...




| don't know
about this...

Aw, come on, there's nothing
perverted about posing nude. .

| knew this was bound to
happen when | agreed_.

Tail down is
fine too...

| swear.
There's no reason
lo be nervious.

Look at you.__.
il is plastered
your legs.




. well.. war is so close.

What do you
mean...7

Hm... so tell me, Flora_..

How did a Keidran like
yourself end up traveling
with Trace.. a human?

Well, it's highly unusual Huh... it's been so long....
for a human and Keidran to
be traveling together.

Especially now that...

Trace... he saved my
life, several menths ago.

a pretty obvious you two are a A : | was scared of him at
. couple. How did that happen? k first, too. | feared he would turn
R > me in. But he never did.

We've been traveling

together ever since.
Ewventually one thing lead

to anather and we... uh... did
as all animals do... -ahem-

And... | guess |
loved him for that.

/ Hm, Flora's more attached to
( Trace then I first thought. | wonder
: if Trace feels the same way?
g » ...well, at least | got her
i tail up again. This is going
to be a good painting...

AR,




<Alright, no magic

or weapons, just hand-
to-hand combat.>

<You ready 7=

<Ready when you are.>

—_— .

M/ T\

AT

<After this is over you're
going to wish | did!=

<...my next meal says
the wolf guy wins_ >

<Hm? Oh yeah, they've

/|
been training down here for ’ | {'Irn"?f[}i
the last couple days.>
=Mever seen ‘em fight though...> )







Oh, for the love 4
of all that is holy!! "

ﬂ\ﬂ)@'n. //—_—



<Ah, hey! Lemme go!
This isn't fair fighting!>

=L~ <Gnr... stop pulling my
&1 arms like that! Something's
tearing, it's too tight...!>

J | who's complaining
s, about faimess. >

' ...m-my bandages!




<\W-what just happened? Did
he... just become a she?>

<Did the Basitin
do it somehow?>

<li must _he ‘ Eh? Uh oh, they saw._...
black magic.. > black magic...? Hm...
Worth a shot...

<Yes...! | used my
dark Basitin magic to turn
him into a woman!>

Or something...

‘Wgll... that's something |
never wanted to think about.

But it worked better

<Every man for himselfl>

<Please, have mercy!
W will go! We will go!=

<You do not know
what Master Eric would
do to us if you did!>

<T-thank you, Keith.>

<But | thought Basitin
couldn’t use magic?=

<But | figure those slaves
don't know any better >




| know | shouldn't be | should just throw it out. | fear I'm
writing in this journal. losing myself. I'm irritated towards
the Keidran, and | know not why...
Perhaps, if | record my thoughts,
| can better hold onto them. | do

not want to fall into the darkness.

Flora, of
course not.

He acted as | expecied.
But it wasn't that bad.
He's... a polite pervert, I'm
just glad to be back.

‘Cause you know...
You haven't been ‘in
the moed" all week!

That's great!
After all you've been :
through, I'm happy you're
finally feeling well.




You only care if I'm MNao ne ne, Flora!
feeling well 50 you can | didn't mean
get into my pants! it like that!

...Br, 30 to speak.

mk‘e_ Ir'm
happy you're well.

Aw, come on,
don't be that way!
We can just
sleep, it's fi-




One week later_..

on this wretched boat
for two etemities.>

Wrong? What
do you think?!

<WWhat are you
doing up here?=
3 e tell me you're
not howling at the m:

. I'm cold, and
're in the middle

er, wait, I'm somy.>
<| didn't really mean that.
I've just been frustrated late
and I'm not sure why.>

ying up for
a few more hours.>
=|f you change your mind
to my cabin and we can go at it.>




Is that your
third serving?

ve also been very
quiet. Amything wrong?

We've known each other
for a long time now, right?

Heh, it seems like it. It's only el that's a long time
been about 6 months though__. .r'/ i Rl
|Il for us Keidran... and well...

~ | mean, even though it
(_ would be impossible to do....

Have you ever thought
about... well... um...

marriage?

¥

L 34
R
@f



Trace, relax! | didn't i N\ oh, well, no,..

YT i
mean it seriously! | hadn't really

| was just speaking rr ¥ | ' considered...
hypothetically. Ya know, \
if you'd thought of it

| didn't mean... us...

I"'m fusll? ... think
I'll go get some fresh
air... upstairs.

Crazy, gender- Oh, finally... somaone | need help,
confused wolf-girl. who's relatively normal. advice, anything!

Hey Trace,
whal's up—




Alright, so Flora's We're not the
starting to talk about same species!
marriage, huh?

Even if ii’s unofficial,
It's not impossible. marriage is still a serious

You can hold an unofficial :| commitment, right?

. CETEMOnY if wou like.

And we could never have
children... | just don't know...

It's just.. she's not
human, you know?

She's. well, an
animal! Would it even
v be right to do?
How is it going to
work out with her the
way she is...7

| have no right to tell you what

to do with your relationship.
Are you even listening
to what you're saying? But | hope, for Flora's sake. that

you base your decizsion on who Flora
is, and not just what she is.

What makes you any
less animal then us, huh?
What makes you humans
50 high and mighty?




Get off me! Oh, | think you meant
it exactly as you said, whether
you realize it or not.

trust Keidran any more
then the next guy.

But Flora... she's different.
| don't want her hurt.

... don't want her hurt either. Well, like | said, | can't

| guess... you're right. | was tell you what to do.
wrong to say such things.

But if you want my advice,
| suggest you wait until you figure
out who you really are.
But | don't know
what to do__.

Hey Flora, I'm back. Na... | didm't get
what | wanted.

But... | think I got
what | needed.

Hey, that was quick.

Did you get that fresh
air you wanted?




Flora... well, | guess
we should discuss what
you said earlier...

You.. you mean you
don't remember?

Er, n-no need! IU's okay!

We can talk about it later,

that might be betier...

| thought we were just
making idle conversation Gh, okay, if you
before you ran off... - say so0, Trace.

Phew, | really didn't
want to have to get into
that converstaion.

Is it wrong that I'm
avoiding the question?

-sigh- | promise you, Flora, I'll ™,
give You a proper answer soon...
once | sort out myself. :

Heh, I figured he didn't
want to talk about it.

Take your time,
.. Trace. | can wait.




Third week...

Hurry up, you idiots!
The storm's upon us. Take
everything down, now!

It was probably
just all that food—

Flora, maybe you
should keep resting—

Hey, quys. Have you seen

Myatomanh soppec Natani around lately?

hurting hours ago.

| But he didn’t
Ch yeah, | think he’s open the door.

sick or something.

He locked himself in

hig room two days ago. g o

leave it there.

It's been a while
since |'ve gotten him
any more, though.

; K : Eh, | guess Il get
| tried to bring him some L Fior um.lAED

food from the kitchen...




Jeez, what am
I, a butler?

<=Don't be rediculous.>
7 <We Basitin don't
get sick, I'm not in danger
of catching anything.=

<Hey Natani,
are you alright?>
<l brought you
some dinner...>

<Keith? Ah._.
don't come inl>

<Just... -huff- leave it
by the door. |... I'm illl>

<Please, go away.
It's... contagious!>

<Ah! My lock spell failed!
| couldnt concentrate...>

<Grah, why do all Eric's doors
come without manual locks?=




‘What the—7 There's a
strong scent in here.
Strange, | can't tell what
it is, though. | swear | recognize
it from somewhere. ..

Thank goodness, it
worked. | can mask the
scent magically.

But | don't know how
long I can hold it...

<His scent ig... ah, no,
don't think about it®>

=Keith, haven't you ever

<| just wanted to make
Sure you were okay!>

=<Believe it or not, | usually
enjoy talking with you.>

<But if you don't want my
help, then fine, I'll leave.>

heard of “privacy” 7>

<| told you | don't want
anyone in my room!>

<Why did you
barge in hera?=>

<\Wait... you were really
concerned about me?=

<\\ell yaah, |
guess. Why nol?>

<l... dom’t know. I'm an
assassin. Only my brother's
ever cared about me=>




Aw, jeez, now I'm
getting emotional.

| despise this body...

<=Mat, why are you 30
insistent on dealing with
this by yourself?=

<Matani, that's not
<| know you're just helping me why I'm helping you!>
because you know I'm a girl.> <If Trace was bedridden for

<You wouldn't be so eager two days, |'d help him too_>
if | was still a guy to you.> -

<Just because you're
a "guy” doesn't mean you
can't accept help.>

<50, are you sure there isn't <Lirgh, okay Keith, if you
anything | can do to help you?> want to help me_..>

=Get me something
for my headache...>

<Yes, Keith, | know how
you can heal me!>

<Come over here and
be a miracle-worker!>




<But it should

work quickly__= s, « B

Hurry up and then
leave, this is toriure!

I dunno...
| keep sensing... some
sort of scent, but | can't...

...can't figure it
out. You, um...

<Are you wearing some
sort of... perffume?=>

<Keith, why are you
staring at me?>
=Ill just... finish
making this...>

Jeez, whal's wrong
with me? 've never thought

of Matani like that...

Why am | getting exciled
all of the sudden?




<Here ya go,
it's ready >

<Bleh! It tastes
terrible!>

<Heh, | told you.=

<0h, thanks. Um, what

does it do, again?>

<\Well, it should just
help you relax. Might make
you a little tired, too.>

<How do you feel? It
should work quickhy.>

<Eh, | feel a little better |
guess. Mot by much...>

<Ah, well, | guess | should be
going now. Take care of yourself,
Mat. Call for me if you need—:

<...eh? Matani?=
<Hey, you okay?=




<Wait... why didn't |

reacognize it before!> =1.., dian t vant you

5 to know... | didn’t want

<Matani, you... anyone to know...>

<This problem is...
a weakness...>

<['ve hardly slept at all <Um, well, you're
in the last two days...> welcome...>

<|'ve been so stressed out... <|.. uh, I'd better
| finally feel relaxed now..= leave now, | guess.>

<Thank you, Keith.>

<Keith... please, can't you...
stay with me tonight?=

Before | do something
I'll regret— ack!

=Matani._..! I, uh_.. | don't think
that would be a good ideal>




<| just don't like...

gt raunt feeling vulnerable...>

it ke that...>
<l don't want you
to... you know._..>

<| just want
{0 relax...>

. um, | don't think
it would be a good idea for
me to siay in here. >
=But, uh, if you want...

| can stand outside your <That... that would
door for you, | guess.> be mnir,e 5

Huh, she's really out
of it...| wonder if she'd be
) mad if | tried to...?

7 Erg, no, | cam't
think that way! | gotta
get ouf of here__




The storm's
gefting rough. Wil it
slow us down?

Cnly a little. But we've
made good time.

Winds have been at our
back for most of the trip.

Ah, that's good._.
Hay, Eric, | had
a question for you.

You know that me
and Flora are... kinda |
a couple, right? L

Is that.. sirange?

Hah, | think you're
asking the wrong guy.
You know that | have a
cartain affinity for Keidran.

But yes, it is rather unusual
fo find someone who appreciates
Keidran in the way | do.

But, | dont! It's just
Flera | care about.

You mean like, a serious
relationship? I've never heard
of such a thing work out.

Well, don't you know
about their life span?

Keidran only live to be
about 20 years old.
By the time you're in
yaour 30's, she'll probably
die of old age...




20 years?!

Ig that all? Flora said
it was shart, but__

20 years is hardly
anything at all...

But... there must be
something | can do!

Some kind of spell,
or potion, or—

| think you should
enjoy the time you
have with Flora.

There’s no point in
worrying about something you
i can't possibly change.

Well, for us
it seems short.

Keidran tend to
think we humans live =
unnaturally long. _#

I'm afraid not, Trace.

Many wizards have wasted
their entire lives trying to find a way
to work around their mortality.
Magic can do many things,
but even it has its limits.

Don't tell me what
| can and can’t do.

| have the power to do
whatever | want.
Flora will never die if | have
anything to say about it.




| hope this storm

Hm, I've never been
down here... oh, no, it's
the hussy again.

Oh! Hi, Flora!
‘What's up?

What are you up to?

Is that a human book?

Oh, yeah, | was just
practicing ny reading.

If you want to read, feel
free to take any book you like
off the shelf. Enc won't mind.

Look at her, acling
all innocent.

| bet | know what she's
really thinking...

Oh, hey,
it's Flora!
Hi, Flora!

I wonder what's
up with her?

Well, um, actually...
I... can't read... It was

illegal when | was a slave [
to learn how. 17




You can't read? "
That's not good! Oh, no, it wasn't Trace.

2 It was my... former owners
I “;g:iﬁ:':t:dr;;mce ' who didnt teach me.

Ah, | know what you mean!

Huh, that must be why
she likes Eric so much...
...jeez... |l wonder if
Kat has back problems.._

| used to be owned
by Master Eric's brother.
Anyway, | can't read
well, but | can show you
what | kmow...

| usually read the ones :
with pictures, they're easier.

He never let me leam
anything, but Eric saved
me from that place!

What the-? This book
is just filled with perveried
Keidran artwork!

_ Wait, pictures?
Let me see this...




Hi, Keith.
Haw's Natani?

Oh, hi, Flora. He's
fine, just resting.

I'm going to give Eric S-:mmething_
a piece of my mi— wrong, Flora?

| thought | smelled... no, |
...that's strange._.. b K must be imagining things...

Ugh, this storm Thank the

izn't letting wp. gods for breaks.
~ -, W-what have you done

to that poor guy now?!

Ye gods! lt's
that Basitin again!

Wait... that scent e Wait, stop, |
on you... awolf ..

didn't.. ch, great.
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¢ .Jeez that water's cold.

At least I've finally gotten
MNatani's scent cut of my fur.

One minute I'm drinking
tea, the next Flora's telling me
not to cormupt Kathrin.
Then | reassure
{ her with a harmiess pat,
. and... this happened.

“ It's alright, | was leaving....
what happened to you?

Hey, wait...
where are ya going?

Change Mike! | need
a mew fox girl!

I've heard word
that you know some...
Basitin magic...?




Oh, yeah,
they're nice...

Trace, you didn't
look! ___Aren't you
coming to bed?

Mo, | need to finish
this first. You go ahead.

Heh, funny. Well as
Aw, come on, Trace, tempting as that offer is...

come to bed. Seriously, I've got a

I'll even give you lot more work 1o do.
the honor of giving me
a foot massage!

I'm gunna be at
least another howr...

Wigll... | guess Il
go to sleep, then...




Bah, | just don't
understand enough
of this magic...

| need to
remember..

Well... part of me
really wants to know more
about my past, too.

Look at what
you're doing.
You're fighting to extend
Flora's life, 50 you can spend
more time with her laler.

Hm? Oh, change
wour mind, Trace?

Why? Because if
I don't, Flora will die in
only a few years...

Yet by working too much,
you're wasting the fime you
have with her now.

The futurs is

Enjoy the time you
have af present.

Mrr, that was easy.

_..now the entertainment
begins... ah, to be young
and full of energy...




| am speaking through him
on behalf of your king.

"‘h

He's been dissapointe .
in your failures. You have yet

Don't let him get into
human hands, but only
kill him if you must.

We believe he is 3
important to the hun

That's not imporant
‘We will inform you further
if it is necessary

Until then
forget wh
loyalties lie.
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Mike, let the others know And by ‘others' | mean all
we've spolied the island. ofthem, the Basitin included.
We'll likely locate He's been complaining
the harbor by evening. that you're all avoiding him.

The king knows what he's
doing. The humans are not as
strong as we believed.

Zen, I'm fine. I'm almost
ower with this... problem.

Five days ago, their
kimg was assassinated.

Assassinated by Matani, Matani,
our tribe? Is he crazy?! you overestimate the

We can't hope to fight the humans’ power.

humans by ourselves! Assassinating their king
was almost too easy.

And without a king to
control them, the Templar
cannot hope to function.




Oh, Keith, | wanted to
thank you for... ya know,
helping me out. ..

Eh, no problem...

Two days prior._

keoeeithl

Please, | need you...

Don't worry, | know

you weren't yourself.
Instinct gets the
best of us all.

You're just lucky
no one heard you.

And I'm just glad | never
hawve to do guard duty again...

Look... uh, | kmow |
may have said some things
these last few days that...

..that | really
didn't mean...

| can't take it anymore,
I'll do anything you want...!

Um, actually... | reailly need
a bath, and | was hoping...

Alright, alright...

One last time, but
that's it! I'm not your
personal bodyguard,




Alright, make sure
no one comes in here.

And that means
you, too!

Yeah, yeah, | gel it.

Relax, no one’s going to get
by me._ Just don't take foo long.

Hah! What's this?
It couldnt be. .

Forget it. Inform the king
that we have guests.
And allow the ship to
ck at the harbor.

A human ship is
approaching.., a rare
sight these days.
Hrm, and yet | sence
a familiar presence.

Welcome home,
my friend.




